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ABSTRACT 

This document is the final report of a study of 
Black, unmarried adolescent fathers designed to identify and describe 
quantitatively the difficulties they faced and their problem solving 
methods. The data were secured through a nonprobability sample of 20 
Black, unwed fathers in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 27 fathers in Chicago, 
Illirois, and IB fathers and 50 non-fathers in Columbus, Ohio. The 
major problems faced by the study population were found to relate to 
financial responsibility, parenting skills, completing their 
education, and getting along with the unwed mothei' and her parents. 
The young fathers most often sought help from their families with 
these problems, especially from their mothers. Based on the findings 
in the report, it is recommended that more parenting agencies for 
adolescents provide services for young, unmarried fathers. These 
males need assertive outreach programs, which should also extend to 
their male friends and to the families of the young parents. (CG) 
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HBSTRACT 

* «„ .xplor.tor, »t«dy. U.sl.ln. Ur« (3) H»1t.d popuUtlons 
of lUtl u^.rrl.d .dol.se.nt f.th,r,. ..s e.rrl.d out to Id.ntify 
,nd deserib. ,u.ntU.t1».1y problems the, f.c^d .nd their methods 

* for k.ndll^j th.«. Additional .1«s of th. Inv.stl9.tl0n ..r. to 
Identify .nd describe: (1) the ...u.l knbvUdge. .ttU„des. .nd 
pr.ttues of the subjects: (2) the .ttltudes of the young f.thers 

* to«.rd fatherhood: (3) the rel.tlonship between of the young 
f.thers .nd the mothers ef their first child: .nd {«) the w.ys 
th.t unwed Buck .dolescent f.thers differ fro» un.ed BUck 

adolescent non-fathers. 

The d.t. for this study .ere secured through . nonprob.bUity 
,.,ple of twenty (20) f.thers In Tuls.. OkUhom.. twenty-seven 

■ (27) f.thers in Chit. go. niinols. .nd from forty-elght t«) 
f.thers .s wen .s fifty (50) non-f.thers In Colua.bus. Ohio. O.t. 
were collected from subjects In f.c.-to.f.ce Interviews through 

* the use of .n Interview schedule. Descriptive, chl-sgu.re, .nd 
d,scr1«1n.nt function .n.lyses -ere used to Identify .nd describe 

. trends in the dita. 

■ KOor problems faced by the un.errled adolescent fathers in 
this study related to the following: 

^ 0 Financial responsibilities 

0 Parenting skills 
0 Completing their education 

0 Getting along with the unwefi mother and her parents. 
^ Host often, the young fathers sought help with these problems 

from their families. The family "e^ber most frequently sought for 

►ro?^ BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



help with a problem was the ycur.g father's mother. Based upon 
these and other findings Included In this report. It was 
recommended that more parenting agencies for adolescents provide 
services for young unmarried fathers. What Is needed to get young 
fathers Involved. 1t seems. Is assertive outreach. In addition to 
reaching out to young fathers, an agency's outreach program must 
extend to their male friends and to the families of the young 
parents. 
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem 

The available literature would suggest that little is known 
•bout unmarried Black adolescent fathers, and even less 
information is available on the problems they face and their 
methods for handling them. Virtually all of the literature cited 
with regard to adolescent unwed fatherhood refers mainly to 
Caucasians (for example. Vincent. 1960; Pannor, 1971; Robbins and 
Lynn, 1973; Card and Wise. 1978). This is curious since a 
disproportionate number of teenage pregnancies involve young Black 
women (Ventura. 1977; Zelnik et ai-. 1979). Therefore, it seemed 
appropriate to* carry out an exploratory study to identify and 
describe problems encountered by a limited population of unmarried 
Black adolescent fathers and ways in which they coped with their 
problems. 

Overall Objective 

The overall objective of this research is to document 
information that will be useful in the reduction or prevention of 
initial and repeated unwed Black adolescent paternity. 

Specific Aims 

The specific aims of this study are to identify and describe 
quantitatively the following: 

1. problems faced by unwed Black adolescent fathers; 

2. ways that unwed Black adolescent fathers cope with their 
problems; 

3. sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices of unwed Black 
adolescent fathers; 
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4. attitudes of the young fathers toward fatherhood; 

5. relationship between the young fathers and the mothers of 
their children; and the 

6. ways that unwed Black adolescent fathers differ from 
unwed Black adolescent non-fathers. 



Definitions of Key Terms 

The following are definitions of the key terms relevant to 
this invest i gat ion: 

1. Adolescent means a person whose age is between the onset 
of puberty and 21-years-old. 

2. Adolescent father means a father or a father-to-be under 
the age of 21 years. 

3. Adolescent non-father means a male adolescent who is not 
a father or a father-to-be under the age of 21 years. 



Background of the Study 

In particular, the interest for conducting this study arose 
from the need to document information on the sexual development, 
attitudes, and behaviors of Black adolescent males (Chilman, 
1978)c More broadly, stimulation for this research developed from 
the knowledge that few studies have been carried out on unmarried 
fathers. This point is highlighted by the following observations: 

"Unmarried fathers are, so to say, half the biological cause 
of illegitimacy, yet the ratio of studies to them of studies 
of unwed mothers is approximately one to 25. 
Source: Vincent (1960), p. 40. 

Face-to-face research with the unwed father . . • is 
practically nonexistent." 

Source: Pannor (1971), p. 466. 

"Unwed fathers have not received the thorough attention 
social scientists have given unwed mothers. . . 
Source: Robbins and Lynn (1973), p. 334. 
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"The adolescent male, for the most part, has been 
ignored.... Few data are available on his sexual and 
contracept"* ve knowledge, attitudes, and practices." 
Source: Finkel and Firkel (1975), p. 256. 

"Unwed fathe.*s are shadowy figures In sociological lUer- 
Source: Pfuhl (1978), p. 133. 

Another Important reason for conducting the present research 
is that It has long been recognized that agencies serving unwed 
mothers have not given enough attention to unmarried fathers (for 
example. Young, 1954; Bernstein, 1971; Pannor and Evans, 1975). 
Scales (1977) has pointed out that agencies and institutions 
serving family planning needs systematically devalue the male role 
and exclude male participation. Judging from earlier reports in 
the literature, however, the situation has been changing 
(Bernstein, 1971; Kreech, 1974). 

Some questions about unmarried fathers to which answers are 
sought are as follows: Do unwed fathers have special traits or 
needs that predispose them to unmarried parenthood? What is an 
appropriate role for an agency in relation to an unmarried father? 
How can an agency involve him in Its planning for the mother and 
the child? Despite these important questions, only a handful of 
studies concerning the unmarried father have been conducted. 

Review of Literature Pertaininq to the Present Study 

The studies reviewed here concern, either directly or 
Indirectly, factors that pertain to unwed fatherhood. The 
research focus of the studies covered ranges from an examination 
of the age and educational characteristics of unmarried fathers to 
the Investigation of the hypothesis that there 1s generation 
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recidivism in illegitimacy between parents and sons and that unwed 
fathers differ from unweo non-fathers in certain attitudes. This 
literature review is not intended to be exhaustive; however, care 
nts exercised to include different kinds of studies to illustrate 
the variety of research previously undertaken and to present a 
generous sample of results obtained. 

Vincent ( 1960) was among the first to conduct a study on 
unwed fathers. In a cross-sectional investigation, he examined 
the label of "sexual exploiter" as ascribed to the unwed father, 
and the characteristics of the unmarried father and mother 
pair--this study objective will be the concern here. Through a 
nonprobability sample, age and educational differences between 201 
white father-mother pairs were examined and interpreted as 
approximating age and educational differences between white 
husband-wife pairs in the general' population. Data on the study 
subjects were obtained from three (3) sources in Alameda County, 
California: the Salvation Army Maternity Home, the Alameda County 
Hospital, and physicians' private practice. It was found that 
thirty-eight (38) percent of the fathers (or 77) had completed 
twelve (12) or more years of school. The notion that unmarried 
fathers were much older and much better educated than were the 
females they impregnated was not supported by the data. 
Furthermore, it was found that the majority of the unwed fathers 
were within three (3) years of the age of the unwed mother they 
impregnated. Although the investigator controlled for race, these 
findings were based ;;pon data that did not make a distinction 
between the adolescent and the adult unwed father. More 
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4. The unmarried father lacks the ability to engage ln 
mature relationships with others, as Indicated by his re- 
lationship with his unmarried partner. 

5. The unmarried father has not established a strong mascu- 
line identity. 

Even though these conclusions were based upon face-to-face 
'interviews with unwed fathers, it should be kept in mind that the 
investigator did not control for either race or whether the 
unmarried father was an adult or an adolescent. 

More recently, Elster and Panzarine (1980) carried out a 
pilot study to Investigate the emotional and health educational 
needs of unwed, expectant teenaged fathers in the Rochester 
Adolescent Mat^^rnity Project (RAMP), This Investigation involved 
a convenience s ample of sixteen (16) unwed expectant adolescent 
fathers who ranged in age from fifteen (15) to nineteen (19) 
years. The mean age of the participants was 17.4 years; the 
racial distribution was ten (10) Black, five (5) white, and one 
(1) subject who was not identified. Most of the fathers came from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds. The study subjects, who were 
offered a $25.00 Incentive for their participation, were 
interviewed by either a male or a female interviewer. The authors 
found that: 

1. There was a need in RAMP for expanded counseling services 
to Include the teenaged male partners. 

2. Forty-three (43) percent of the teenagers had difficulty 
in coping with the pregna'^cy. 

3. There was high Interest among the expectant fathers to 
learn more regarding childbirth and children. 

4. The teenagers* knowledge of reproductive physiology indi- 
cated they could benefit from education in this area. 
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Because the number of prospective fathers who participated w&s 
small and the subjects wera not randomly selectee', the authors 
Implied that their results should be observed with caution. 

On a different concern from the previous studies reviewed 
here. Pfuhl ( 1978) examined In a cross-sectional study several 
sociological factors influencing the labeling process as it 
applied to a group of 140 unwed fathers who had been selected via 
a newspaper ad. Factors investigated included the following: a 
lack of sense of moral trespass, visibility, and social distance. 
Among the information collected from the respondents were 
biographical data, responses to several attitude scales, 
information on specific aspects of the relationship between the 
unwed father and the mother of his child, and his perception of 
the impact of the situation on his life. 

Slightly over ninety-two (92) percent of the subjects were 
white; twelve (12) cases involved Mexican-American men; three (3) 
cases involved Orientals; and one (1) case involved a Black msle. 
The median age of the subjects was between twenty (20) and 
twenty-four (24) years, with the mean age at the time of pregnancy 
being twenty-two (22) years. With respect to education, 
eighty-nine (89) percent of the subjects had completed twelve (12) 

or more years of school. 

The author found that the respondents acknowledged their 
behavior as being rule-violating and the pregnancies as "uncommon 
events." and yet they lacked a sense of self as deviant and they 
avoided being formally identified as deviant. This finding may 
relate to the fact that almost half of the subjects (44.9 percent) 
reported no rel igious'"pref erence. The author noted, however, that 
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this situation may be accounted for In terms of the double 
standard of morality, the contextual basis of mor^allty, and other 
conditions affecting a sense of moral trespass, visibility and 
Information control, and social distance. It should be pointed 
out that ?fuhl (1978), like Pannor (1971), did not control for 
either race or whether the unwed father was an adult or an 
adolescent. 

With regard to the role of the unmarried father, Sauber 
(1966), in a cross-sectional study, interviewed 262 unwed mothers 
on their contacts with, and relationship to, the putative fathers, 
as well as about some of the fathers' characteristics. The unwed 
mothers were chosen from a purposive sample of twelve (12) 
hospitals In New York City, and were Interviewed during their 
hospital conf inemen t. 

The author reported that the unmarried fathers were, on the 
average, somewhat older than were the unwed mothers; the median 
age for the fathers was 23.1 years and for the mothers, 19.8 
years. The age of the putative father appeared to have been 
associated with continuance of contact with the unwed mothers. 
For example, a fourth of the men aged thirty (30) years or older 
had not been seen by the mother since the pregnancy period, a 
situation that was true for only fourteen (14) percent of the men 
under twenty (20) years. .About two^thirds of the men aged 20 to 
?;4 years and 25 to 29 years were still seeing the mother eighteen 
(18) months after the birth of the baby, compared with fifty-three 
(53) percent of the men under twenty (20) years and forty-three 
(43) percent of those thirty (30) years or older. 

25 

8 



Overall, the white women studied had slightly shorter periods 
of association with the putative father prior to their hospital 
confinement than did the Black or Puerto Rican women. The longer 
the unwed mother had known the putative father before the child's 
birth, the more likely she was to remain in touch with him 
thereafter. Moreover, the author found that the father's own 
eiTiployment status was a key factor in his role as a source of 
financial support for the child; employment was usually associated 
with a contribution toward t!ie child's support and unemployment 
with a lack of contributions. While Sauber (1966) did control for 
race in one Instance, she failed to control for the adolescence of 
the unwed father. She pointed out, however, that a full 
understanding of unmarried fathers would require a systematic 
interview directly with them. 

Pauker (1971) conducted a cross-sectional study--one of the 
few to employ a control group--in which he compared the 
personality test results from the MMPI of ninety-four (94) 
ninth-grade males reported to have fathered children 
out-of-wedlock with the test results of ninty-four (94) 
ninth-grade males who were not unwed fathers. The study subjects 
and controls were selected through a non-random sample. The 
control group was matched with the unwed fathers for age, 
socioeconomic status, and school attended. The author concluded 
that the unwed fathers were much more similar to their controls 
than they were different. With regard to these findings, there 
was no evidence that the author controlled for race; he did, 
however, control for the adolescence of the unwed fathers. 
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Another study using a comparison group of unwed non-fathers 
was carried out by Robbins and Lynn (1973). Their cross-sectional 
study was designed to test the following hypotheses: 

1. There Is a generation recldivisim between parents and 
sons. 

2. Unwed fathers and non-fathers differ In attitudes about 

(a) responsibilities to their children; (b) sexual 
behavior; (c) contraceptives; and (d) marriage. 

Subjects of the Investigation, twenty-two (22) unwed fathers and 
twenty-two (22) unwed non-fathers selected via a purposive sample, 
were wards of the California Youth' Authority. Ages of the unwed 
fathers ranged from 16 to 21 years; thirteen (13) were considered 
white, three (3) Mexican-American and six (6) Black. The control 
group was selected by matching the unwed fathers in ethnic 
identification and age. The ages of the twenty-two (22) 
non-fathers ranged from 16 to 21 years; fourteen (14) were white, 
three (3) were Mex i c an- American, and five (5) were Black. The 
subjects were interviewed individually. 

The authors reported that the results supported their 
hypothesis that there Is a generation recidivism in illegitimacy, 
that is. more unwed fathers than non-fathers were illegitimate; 
more siblings of unwed fathers have illegimate children than do 
siblings of non-fathers. In addition, it was reported tha<:. with 
one exception, the results also supported the investigators' 
second hypothesis that unwed fathers and non-fathers differ in 
certain attitudes. For example, more unwed fathers than 
non-fathers approved of their own children becoming unwed parents 
and of extra-marital sex, and disapproved of the use of 
contraceptives. 
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None of the seven (7) studies reviewed above Is entirely 
persuasive. Taken together, however, they are more revealing. 
For example, they provide strong evidence on how little Is known 
about non-white unmarried fathers. Obviously, it would have been 
more desirable if these varied outcomes and aoproaches had been 
used on the same as well as different populations, or if different 
study designs had been used to investigate the same outcomes, or 
if niore of the studies had controlled for race and adolescence. 

Methods Procedure 

The research design employed to achieve the stated aims of 
this investigation is known as the static-group comparison design 
(Campbell and Stanley. 1966). This pre-experimental design is one 
in which a group which has experienced X (for example, unwed 
adolescent fathers) is compared with one that has not (for 
example, single adolescent non-fathers), for the purpose of 
establishing the effect of X. This design was selected because 
knowledge of unmarried adolescent fathers, particularly that 
pertaining to the various ethnic groups (e.g.. Slacks), has not 
been well described previously. Until there is a systematic body 
of knowledge concerning young fathers (especially the problems 
they face and the ways in which they cope with them), and some of 
the more important variables that influence unwed Black adolescent 
fatherhood, it would seem to be premature to design an 
experimental study. 
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SampHno Procedure 

To obtain Information necessary to achieve the stated aims, 
data were secured through two (2) nonpr otability samples of 
unmarried Black adolescent fathers residing in Tulsa. Oklahoma (N 
» 20) and in Chicago. Illinois (N « 27); and through a 
nonprobabi 1 ity sample of forty-eight (48) unwed Black adolescent 
fathers and fifty (50) unwed Black adolescent non-fathers. It 
must be noted, however, that data obtained through a 
nonprobabi 1 ity sample are of limited use due to the difficulty of 
generalizing the data to a larger target population. Basically, a 
nonprobabi 1 ity sample is not a sample at all, but could be 
regarded as a select population from which no statistical 
generalization to a large population can be made. 



Study Population 

The study population was identified with the help of the 
social service staff of the Margaret Hudson Program (MHP) in 
Tulsa, the Arts of Living Institute in Chicago, and the Bethune 
Center for Unwed Parents in Columbus. Also, the investigator was 
assisted in the Identification and selection of the young fathers 
by the unwed teenage mothers who were registered with these 
agencies at the time the study took place. 

The Margaret Hudson Program (MHP) is a comprehensive service 
project for school-aged parents that started in September, 1969, 
In Tulsf. The services provided by MHP include the following: 

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level; 

2. nurse counseling and health education; 

3. psychosocial counseling; 
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4. vocational guidance; 

5. parenting education with a laboratory licensed for the 
care of twelve (12) Infants; 

6. follow-up social work for approximately two (2) years 
after delivery; 

7. counseling for family members and young fathers; and 

8. health education outreach to the youth of the community. 
The Arts of Living Institute Is a program of the Catholic 

Charities, of Chicago, in cooperation with the Chicago Board of 
Health and the Chicago Board of Education. These three agencies 
provide non-residential comprehensive health, educational, and 
social services for the pregnant adolescent, her family, the 
father, and her baby. More specifically, the services provided by 
the Institute include the following: 

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level; 

2. nursing, counseling, and health education; 

3. psychosocial counseling; 

4. vocational guidance; 

5. parenting education; 

6. f ol low-up social work; 

7. counseling for young fathers. 

The Bethune Center was established on July 1, 1970 to provide 
a full range of services to unwed parents and to assure the 
continued formal education of pregnant adolescent students in the 
Columbus School System. The services provided by the Bet\une 
Center for Unwed Parents Include the following: 

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level; 
O 2. comprehensive social services; 
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3* health services; 
4* outreach services; 

5* Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program; 
6* Daycare; 

7. Legal services; and 

8. volunteers. 

Limitations were defined for the subjects prior to their 
selection for inclusion in the current study. An unmarried 
adolescent father was determined to be an adolescent male who was 
a father or father-to-be under the age of twenty-one (21) years. 
No limitations were placed on the number of children the young man 
may have fathered, although the questionnaire for the proposed 
investigation was designed with the first child, fathered by the 
adolescent father in mind. In addition to the above eligibility 
requirements, the study subjects were required to be residents of 
either Tulsa, Chicago, or Columbus. 

An unwed adolescent non-father was determined to be a male 
adolescent who is not a father or father-to-be under the age of 
twenty-one (21) years. The non-fathers in this study were matched 
with the Columbus fathers for race, and as closely as possible, 
for age, and geographical location. It should be pointed out that 
it was 'not known whether the girlfriend of the males comprising 
the non-father sample had conceived but had had an abortion or 
miscarriage. 

Each of the 145 subjects who participated in this 
investigation was paid for his participation^ Those subjects who 
participated in Chicago were paid $5.00; and those subjects who 
O participated in both Columbus and Tulsa were paid $10«00« 
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Data To Be Collected 

Data were collected from the subjects through the use of an 
interview schedule (see Appendix A). Age. family size, 
educational status, employment status, and religiosity were among 
the social and demographic Information collected from the study 
population. Open and closed-tended questions were used to obtain 
information from the unwed adolescent fathers concerning their 
sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices, their attitude toward 
fatherhood, and their relationship with the mothers of their first 
child. With the exception of the information regarding the 
fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood and the unmarried mother, the 
same information was obtained from the unwed adolescent non-father 
of Columbus. Open-ended questions were utilized to enrich the 
understanding of the problems faced by both fathers and the 
non-fathers in this study. Additionally, and for the Columbus 
sample only, closed-ended questions were used to obtain 
information, from both-the fathers and noh-fathers. concerning 
their positive well being. Data were collected from all 
respondents in a private, face-to-face, structured personal 
Interview. 

A critical point in this Investigation was the initial 
approach to the unmarried adolescent fathers and the non-fathers. 
The subjects were contacted in one of three (3) ways: by 
telephone, by word-of -mout h . and by personal contact from the 
principal Investigator and from the social service staff of either 
the Margaret Hudson Program, the Arts of Living Institute, or the 
Bethune Center for Unwed Parents, as appropriate. As the subjects 
^ were contacted and their voluntary consent to participate in the 
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present study secured (see consent form In Appendix A), 
appointments for structured Interviews were scheduled at their 
convenience. As Indicated earlier, the approach to the unmarried 
adolescent fathers and non-fathers was always by personal 
interview, during which time they were read a standard set of 
questions^ All Interviewing was done by adult Black males. 

Summary of Analysis of the Data 

Prior to performing any analysis of the data collected from 
the unmarried adolescent fathers, the Interview schedules 
completed by the interviewers were edited by the principal 
investigator and the field supervisor assigned to the study. The 
purpose of the editing was to amend any recording errors and to 
delete data that were obviously erroneous. Toward this end, each 
interview schedule was thoroughly reviewed by the editors (that 
is, to insure that 100 percent was obtained on each item). When 
it was discovered that a respondent had left an item blank, the 
adolescent father in question was contacted for completion of the 
omitted item. If for some reason the respondent failed to 
complete the item, then it was declared missing data. No 
adjustments were made for the missing data Items. Once the 
interview schedules were edited, they were turned over to a data 
analysis assistant for coding. The data from the interview 
schedules were then keypunched onto cards, verified, and tabulated 
through the use of the computer facilities at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. 
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Description of Data Analysis Methods 

Both descriptive and dlcho^omous analyses were used to 
achieve the study alms. The first data analysis task was to 
determine the distributional characteristics of each key variable 
Identified for the present study. In addition, the data were 
summarized In tabular form. When appropriate, a significance test 
will be used to summarize the relationship depicted in the various 
tables In the results section of this report. No attempt was made 
to generalize the results of this investigation (based upon the 
various computed statistics) to other populations of Black unwed 
adolescent fathers because the study population was not selected 
randomly. 

The Investigator chose to usi' descriptive statistics in the 
study because these statistics are appropriate in non-experimental 
studies in which the researcher describes a sample without 
generalizing the findings beyond the sample. Clearly, then, an 
Important limitation of descriptive statistics is t^^at they are 
not designed for drawing Inferences from a sample to a larger 
population. Since the intention here was not to generalize to a 
larger population, it seemed more promising to organize the 
collected data in a descriptive manner to make manifest possible 
relationships, proportions, trends, or tendencies, that is, to 
reveal the nature of the Information that has been gathered on a 
sample of Black unwed adolescent fathers and non-fathers. 

The reasons for using dichotomous analyses In the current 
investigation were to identify and describe trends In the data as 
accurately as possible, end to suggest hypotheses for future 
testing or research priorities. It is noted that dichotomous 
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analyses have relative strengths and weaknesses. Among the more 
Important advantages of dichotomous analyses Is that they allow 
one to make elementary comparisons within narrow ranges of a 
confounder so as to reduce the conf oundedness . On the other hand, 
dichotomous categories without distinguishing gradations lack 
se nsltivlty. 

In addition to the above, discriminant analysis will be used 
to study the differences between the fathers and non-fathers of 
Columbus. The procedures c o 1 1 e c t i v e ly known as discriminant 
analysis allow an investigator to study the differences between 
two (2) or more groups of objects with respect to several 
variables simultaneously, determining whether meaningful 
differences exist between the groups, and identifying the 
discriminating power of each variable. Moreover, these methods 
allow the researcher to combine the variables Into mathematical 
equations suitable for predicting the most likely group membership 
(Klecka, 1980). 
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Results 

The results of this research are presented in five (5) 
sections: Section I concentrates on the unmarried adolescent 
fathers of this study in terms of who they are, what they are 
like, what kinds of problems they have, and the ways in which they 
cope with their problems. Section II involves an examination of 
the study subjects' sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices. 
In Section III, questions relating to the respondents' attitude 
toward fatherhood are examined. In Section IV, the relationship 
of the unwed adolescent fathers and the mothers of their first 
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child are discussed. And, In Section V, the differences between 
the Columbus fathers and their controls are studied. In the first 
four (4) sections, the format of the presentation of the results 
win be a separate analysis of the data obtained from the fathers 
In Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus. Following these separate 
analyses-, a comparative analysis will be presented to denote 
differences and similarities between the three (3) populations of 
unmarried adolescent fathers. It should be pointed out that, 
throughout the presentation that follows, all statistical 
procedures were used solely as tools to describe the various 
relationships being investigated as they apply to the subjects 
under study. 

SECTION I 

Measurement and Analysis of The Unwed Ad-olescent Father: 
Who He Is, What He Is Like, What Kinds of Problems He Has, 
And The Ways He Copes With Them 

1.1 Who He Is; The Tulsa Sample 

With regard to who he Is, the unmarried adolescent fathers of 
Tulsa present an interesting mixture of sod o-demogr aphic 
characteristics (seeTables 1.1 and 1.2). For example, their mean 
age at the time of their first sexual Intercourse with a girl was 
12.8 years and they became fathers for the first time at age 17.8 
years on the average. Further, these young fathers were likely to 
come from families with at least five (5) ch11dren--1n fact, sixty 
(60) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers were members of 
families with five (5) or more children. Despite being from such 
large families, these adolescent fathers were likely to come from 
families where their father was present in the home (55 percent). 
ERIC 
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Even so, there was a hint of a family trend toward unwed 
parenthood--forty (40) percent of these young fathers had sisters 
who were unwed mothers and thirty-five (35) of the percent 
fathers had brothers who were also unwed fathers. Twenty-five 
(25) percent of the subjects themselves were born out-of-wedlock. 
Also, a majority of these fathers (60 percent) were not likely to 
be active church members. Most were employed (60 percent), and 
the majority of the unmarried adolescent fathers (75 percent) had 
completed twelve (12) or more years of school. 

TABLE 1.1 

Select Study Characteristics Of The Twenty Unwed 
Adolescent Fathers Of Tulsa With Select Descriptive Statistics 



Characteristic Descriptive Statistics 

Median Mean S.D. 

Family Size" 5.0 5.0 3.7 

Age of Unwed Father at 
First Sexual Intercourse 

With a Girl 13.2 12.8 2.4 

Age of Unwed Father at 

Birth^ of His First Child 18.0 17.8 1.4 



^Family size as used here refers to the number of children in the 
family of origin of the unwed adolescent father. 

^Age at first intercourse with a girl ranged from eight (8) to 
sixteen (16) years. 

^Age at birth of first child ranged fron fifteen (15) to twenty 
(20) years. 

'^Standard Deviation. 
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TABLE 1.2 

Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Oemographic 
Trans 0? iSe Twenty Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Tulsa 




Employment Status 

Employed 
Not Employed 

Presence of Father ^n Hom?. 

Present 
Not Present 

Active Church Member 

Yes 
No 

Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers 

Yes 
No 

Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers 



Yes 
No 



12 
8 



13 
7 



8 

12 



8 

12 



7 
13 



60 
40 



65 
35 



40 
60 



40 
60 



35 
65 



1.2 Who He Is; The Chicago Sample 

Similarly, with regard to who he is. the unmarried adolescent 
fathers of CMcago present an interesting mixture of socio- 
demographic characteristics as well (see Table 1.3 .nd l.A). For 
example, their mean age at the time of their first sexual inter- 
course with a girl was 11.8 years and they became fathers for the 
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TABLE 1.3 

Select Study Charftcter1$t1c$ of The Twenty.Seven 
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Chicigo 
With SeUct Descriptive Statistics 



Characteristics Descriptive Statistics . 

Median He»n S.O." 

Family Size* 5.0 5.9 2*9 

Age of Unwed Father at First*^ 

Sexual Intercourse With 12.6 11. S 3.8 

a Girl 

Age of Unwed Father at Birth^ 

of His First Child 17.2 17.2 1.6 



^Family uiie as used here refers to the number of children In the 
family of origin of the unwed adolescent father. 

^Age at first intercourse with a girl ranged from three (3) to 
seventeen (17) years. 

^Age at birth of first child ringed from fourteen (14) tc twenty 
(20) years. 

^Standard Deviation. 

TABLE 1.4 

Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Demogriphic 
Traits Of The Twenty-Seven Unwed Adolescent 
Fathers Of Chicago 



Traits N 

Years of School Completed 

<12 14 52 

>12 13 48 

Employment Status 

Employed 7 26 

Not Employed 20 74 

Presence of Father In Home 

Present 15 56 

Not Present 12 44 

Active Church Member 

Yes 11 4! 

No 16 59 

Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers 

Yts 12 44 

No 15 56 

Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers 

Yes 8 30 

No 19 70 



^ BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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first t^me at age 17.2 years on the average. Furthermore, these 
young f/ithers were likely to come from families with at least four 
(4) chndren--in fact, 59 percent of the unwed adolescent fathers 
were members of families with five (5) or more children. Even so, 
these adolescent fathers were likely to come from families where 
their father was present in the home (56 percent). Also, there 
was a hint of family trend toward unwed parenthood, as 44 percent 
of these young fathers had sisters who were unwed mothers and 30 
percent* of these young fathers had brothers who were unwed 
fathers. Twenty-two (22) percent of the subjects themselves were 
born out of wedlock; and five (5) subjects were in doubt as to 
whether they were born in or out of wedlock. In addition, a 
majority of these fathers (59 percent) were not likely to be 
active church members. Moreover, most were unemployed (74 
percent) and the majority of the unmarried adolescent fathers had 
not completed twelve (12) or more years of school. 
1 .3 Who He Is: The Columbus Sample 

With regard to who he is, the unmarried adolescent fathers of 
Columbus present an interesting mixture of socio-demographic 
characteristics too (see Tables 1.5 and 1.6). For example, their 
mean age at the time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl 
was 11.4 years and they became fathers for the first time at age 
16.5 years on the average. Further, these young fathers were 
likely to come from families with at least five (5) children--in 
fact, seventy-one (71) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers 
were members of families with five (5) or more children. Despite 
being from such large families, these adolescent fathers were 

O likely to come from families where their father was present in the 
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TABLE 1.5 










Sfltct Study Chtrtcterlstlcs Of The Forty-Eight 
Unwtd Adolesctnt Ftthers Of Columbus With 
StUct Dtscrlptlvt Statistics 






Chiractenstlc 


OescriDtlve statistics 






Median 


Mean 






Family Size* 


5.5 


$.8 


2.3 




Age of Unwed Father*^ at First 
Sexuil Intercourse With a 6irl 


12.1 


11. B 


3.1 




Age of Unwed Father^ at Birth 
of His First Chile 


16.8 


16.6 


1.6 




•Family size as used here refers to the number of 
family of origin of the unwed adolescent ffither. 


children 


In the 




'^Age at first Intercourse with i 
seventeen (17) years. 


1 girl ranged 


from four 


(«) to 




^Age at birth of fir^t child ringed from twelve (12) to twenty 
(20) years. 




^Stindard Deviation 
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Percent Distribution Of Sel Socio-Demographic 
Triits Of The Forty-Eight Unw.J Adolescent Fathers 

Of Columbus 






Traits 


H 




X 




Years of School Completed 










< 12 
> 12 


31 
17 




65 
35 




Employment Status 










Employed 
Not Employed 


27 
21 




56 
44 




Presence of Father In Home 










Present 
Not Present 


29 
19 




60 
40 




Active Church Member 










Yes 
No 


11 
37 




23 
77 




Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers 










Yes 
No 


25 
23 




52 
48 




Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers 










Yes 

No 


17 
31 




35 
65 














24 


41 







home (60 percent). Even so. there was a hint of a family trend 
toward unwed parenthood— (52 percent) of these young fathers had 
sisters who were unwed mothers and thirty-five (35 percent) had 
brothers who were also unwed fathers. Twenty-seven (27 percent) 
of the subjects themselves were born out-of-wedlock; and four (4) 
subjects were In doubt as to whether they were born in or 
out-of-wedlock. Also, a majority of these fathers (77 percent) 
were not likely to be active church members. Most were employed 
(56 percent), and the majority of the unmarried adolef.ent fathers 
(65 percent) had not completed twelve (12) or more years of 
school . 

1,4 Wh o He Is; A Comparative Analysis of Th e Tulsa^ Chicago, and 
Columbus Samples 

When comparisons were made among the three (3) samples of 
fathers, it will be observed from the data presented in Table 1.7 
that they were more similar than they were different on the main 
soci o-demogr aphic variables chosen for this investigation. 
Nonetheless, important differences were found to exist among the 
fathers. For example, young fathers in Tulsa were more likely to 
be older at the birth (cr conception) of their child than were the 
young fathers in Chicago or Colmnbus (P » .001). Also, young 
fathers of Tulsa were more likely to have completed twelve (12) or 
more years of school than were the young fathers of Chicago or 
Columbus (P « .01). Young fathers in both- Tulsa and Columbus were 
more likely to be employed than were those in Chicago (P « .02). 
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TABLE 1.7 



fercent Oi$tribution Of Select Socio-D«mogr«phic 
SJus Of the N1net>.Five Adolescent Fathers 
I; City Of Residence 
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TRAITS 



TULSA CHICAGO COLUMBUS 
N % H I H I MALUf 



Age it birth or 
conception of child 



T18 



> 



12 



Active Church Member 

Ye 

No 



•p-value cilcuUted by the chl-square stttistic. 
^Not statlstlciHy significant. ^ ^ 



17 ' 35 17 63 38 79 -001 

1; 13 65 10 37 10 21 



Age of First Coital 

Experience With * pirl ^ 
„ 7 35 13 48 27 56 »»S 

6 30 6 22 14 29 
]t\l 7 35 8 30 7 15 

Family Size 

4 20 4 15 9 19 

i3 ; 7 26 S 10 NS 

12 60 16 59 34 71 

Presence of Father 
In Home 

10 fti; 15 56 29 60 ^S 
Present W f \\ \, 

Not Present ' " 

Sisters Who Are 
Unwed Mothers 

ft « 12 <« 25 52 NS 
jes ,1 II Is 66 23 AB 

Brothers Who Are 
Unwed Fathers 

7 35 8 30 17 35 
^l 65 19 70 31 65 

Years of School Completed 

e 25 1< 52 31 65 .0' 
<12 4 fs i; A8 n 35 



Employment Status 

fin 7 2t 27 56 -02 
Employed « 20 7< 21 «A 

Not Employed B 



Yes J 63 16 59 37 77 
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1«5 What He Is Like: The Tulsa Sampig 

The findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers 
of Tulsa were like were mixed and contradictory. For exampli. 
most of the fathers (70 percent) reported that they were closer to 
their mothers when they were growing up and eighty (80) percent 
replied that their relations with their family were happy. 
Moreover, ninety (90) percent of the fathers indicated that they 
got a lot of fun out of life. Even more striking were the 
findings that suggested that these fathers felt that their destiny 
was controlled not by chance, fate, or other people, but by 
themselves (see Table 1.8). Despite these findings, a majority of 
the young f at h er s- -s 1 xty (60) percent--stated that they felt 
useless at times. Additionally, eighty (80) percent Indicated 
that, wtien they were growing up. they felt that they would have 
liked to move away from home. These negatives notwithstanding, 
most of these unmarried adolescent fathers either liked school 
somewhat (35 percent) or liked school very much (60 percent); and, 
eighty-five (85) percent said they got along with their teachers 
at school. 

1«6 What He Is Like: The Chicago Sample 

Not unlike the findings regarding the Tulsa sample, the 
findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers of 
Chicago were like were also mixed and contradictory. For example, 
most of the fathers (74 percent) reported that they were closer to 
their mothers when they were growing up and eighty-one (81) 
percent replied that their relations with their family were happy. 
Moreover, ninety-two (92) percent of the fathers indicated that 
they got a lot of fun out of life. Even more striking were the findings 

ERIC 27 

™" 44 



that suggested that these fathers felt that their destiny was 
controlled not by chance, fate, or other. 



TABLE 1.8 
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Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control 
Of The Twenty Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Tulsa 



« INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? 

Yes 



No 



N % 

16 80 
4 20 



When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that 
you can make them work? 

N % 

Yes 17 ^5 

No ^ 

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 
Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

N % 

Yes 5 25 

NO 15 75 

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead? 

N % 



45 



ze 



people, but by themselves (see Table 1.9). Despite these 
findings, a majority of the young fathers (52 percent) stated that 
they felt useless at times. Additionally, a sizeable majority (74 
percent) Indicated that, when they were growing up. they felt that 
they would have liked to move away from home. These negatives 
notwithstanding, most of these unmarried adolescent fathers either 
liked school somewhat (41 percent) or liked school very much (30 
percent); and, seventy (70 percent) percent said they got along 
with their teachers at school. 
1.7 What He Is Like; The Columbus Sample 

The findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers 
of Columbus were like were mixed and contradictory as well. For 
example, most of the fathers (81 percent) reported that they were 
closer to their mothers when they were growing up and 
seventy-three (73) percent replied that their relations with their 
family were happy. Moreover, ninety-eighty (98) percent of the 
fathers indicated that they got a lot of fun out of life. Even 
more striking were the findings that suggested that these fathers 
felt that their destiny was controlled by chance, fate, or people 
(that is, external locus of control, see Table 1.10). A sizeable 
majority (75 percent), however. Indicated that, when they were 
growing up. they felt that they would have liked to move away from 
home. These negatives notwithstanding, most of these unmarried 
adolescent fathers either liked school somewhat (42 percent) or 
liked school very much (25 percent). 
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TABLE 1.9 

Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control 
Of The Twenty-Seven Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Chicago 



INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 
Do you feel that what happens to you 1s your own doing? 

N % 

Yes P 7 

No ^ 

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that 
you can make them work? 

N % 

IV " - 

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 
Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

N % 

IV 1^ " 

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead? 

N % 



Yes 



6 22 



N« 20 74 

No 14 
No Response 



47 
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TABLE 1.10 



Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control Of 
The Forty-Eight Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Columbus 



INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 
Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? 



N X 

Yes 43 90 

No 2 7 

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that 
you can make them work? 

N % 

Yes 40 83 

No 8 17 

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 
Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

N % 

Yes 27 56 

No 21 44 

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead? 

N % 

Yes 27 56 

No 21 44 
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1 • 8 What He Is L1|ce; A Compar af; 1 ve Analysis of The Tulsa^ 
Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

A comparative analysis of \!^hat the young fathers were like 

across the three (3) cities again revealed more similarities among 

the fathers than differences* For example, there were no 

statistically significant differences ^J^rtong the fathers In terms 

of: 

1, their relationship to their mother 

2, their relationship to their family 

3, whether they got fun out of their lives 

4, whether they wanted to move away from home 

5, their attitude toward school 

A major difference was noted, however, among the fathers for two 

(2) measures concerning external locus of control (Table Kll). 

First, the young fathers of Columbus were more likely to feel that 

they could do very little to change their lives than were either 

the fathers of Tulsa or Chicago (P « .06); and, second, the young 

fathers of Columbus were likely to feel that It is mostly luck if 

one succeeds or gets ahead (P * .001). 

1.9 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them; 
The Tulsa Sample" 

Two (2) open-ended questions were used to obtain information 

on the problems faced by the unwed adolescent fathers of Tulsa. 

These were as follows: 

Question I: "In your opinion, and from what you have seen 
yourself, what are some of the problems you have faced as a 
young father?*' 

Question II: "When you ask someone for help with a personal 
problem, what types of problems do you discuss with them?" 

o 49 
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TABLE 1.11 

Weisurtrnert Of Internil and Exttrnil locus Of Control Of 
\t\t Ninety. Fivt Unwed Adolescent Fethers 



INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 




Do you feel thit whit h«ppen$ to 


you <$ your own doini>? 




Tuisi 




Chkioo 


Columbus 


N S 




N S 


N X 


Yes 16 eo 




25 93 


43 90 


No 4 20 




2 7 
- 1.91, df - 2, P - NS 


S 10 


When you make plins, do you feel thit you're ilmost certiin thit you 
cin make ther. work? ' 


Tulsa 




Chicago 


Cdunbus 


N X 




N S 


N X 


Yes 17 8S 




23 85 


40 83 


No 3 15 


X2 


4 15 
- .056, df • 2, P - NS 


8 17 


EXTERfiAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 




Do you feel that you cm do very little to change your Hfe? 


Tulsa 




Chicago 


Colurbus 


N % 




N S 


N X 


Yes 5 25 




13 48 


27 56 


No 15 75 


X2 


14 52 
- 5.54 df • 2, P - .06 


21 44 


Do you feel that It i$ mostly 


luck If one succeeds or gets iheid? 


Tulsa 




Chicago 


Columbus 


N % 




N S 


N X 


Yes 2 10 




6 22 


27 56 


No 18 90 




20 74 
- 13.45, df - 2, P - 


21 44 

.001 
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With regard to each of these questions, the respondents were 
probed for several problems. A representative range of the 
replies by the young fathers to Questions I and II Is summarized 
in Tables 1.12 and 1.13» because many of the subjects offered 
several answers to the questions. 

It will be observed in Tables 1.12 and 1.13 that the unwed 
adolescent fathers present an assortment of problems, including 
the following: 

0 Financi al responsibilities 

0 Parenting skills 

0 Completing their education 

0 Getting along with the unwed mother and her parents 

0 Keeping a good job 

0 Facing life in general 

0 His family 

0 Marriage 

0 Transportation 

0 Religion 

0 Drugs 

While no doniinant theme could be ascertained from the problems 
presented by the young fathers, there were, however, strong 
suggestions as to why unwed adolescent fatherhood can be a 
stressful experience. 

To address the issue of how the unmarried adolescent fathers 
handled their problems, as indicated above, they were asked the 
following two (2) questions: 

0 "Whom would you go to first with a problem?" 
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TABLE 1.12 

The Tulsa Unwed Ado1t$cent fathers* Response To The Question: 
In Your Opinion, And From Uhit You Have Seen 
Yourself, Uhat Are Some Of The Prot>1oms You 
Nave Factd As A Young Father? 

A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Youno Fathers 

•Providing financial support to the notl^r -Finding a good nursery to Uke care of child." 

of my two children." 

•Sometimes misunderstanding with mother "Marriage.- 
(that 1s» the unwed mother) about various things.** 

"Disadvantage to be young and try to raise "G1 rVs mother resented hlm.- 

kld In proper way.** 

-She wants to marry before I finish school "Not being able to support the baby myself.** 

and I want to wait until I get myself 

straight." 

-Problems with her (that Is. the «nwed mother's) "Mother of girl (that Is, the unwed mother) get 
father.** ^^e way," 

-Money problems.- "Can't see the baby when I want to.** 

-Not being able to buy clothes for the baby.*' -Payment of bills." 

*'Not being able to go to school." 

-None."* 



•pour (4) fathers gave this response. 



TABLE 1.13 



The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers* Response To The Question: 
When You Ask Someone For Help With A Personal Problem, 
What Types Of Problems Do You Discuss With Them? 

A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed 

-HOW I'm going to handle problems wKh "Family problems." 
coming baby.*' 

•Girls." "Facing life In general." 

-Religion." "Bad disease (V.D.),** 

-Fights with others." "My future." 

-Problems with wrestling at school.- -Personal problems." 

-Money problems.- -Problems with girl's (that is. the unwed mother's) 

family. 

-Transportation." -Treatinent on the Joh.- 

-Flndlng time to study.- "tone."* 



*Two (2) fathers gave this response. 
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0 "If you had -^srsonal problem, whom or where would you 
go to for advice or help?" 

The unmarried fathers" replies to these questions are lllustr^.ted 

In Tables i.l4 and i.l5. From Table 1.14, it will be observed 

that these young fathers most often sought help from their 

families. The family member most often asked for help was the 

unwed adolescent fathers* mother (see Table 1.15). 

1.10 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them; 
The Chicago Sample 

It will be observed in Tables 1.15 and 1.17 that the unwed 
adolescent fathers of Chicago present an assortment of problems as 
well. Included among their concerns were the following: 

0 Financial responsibilities 

0 Parenting skills 

0 School 

0 Employment 

0 His life and his future 
0 Transportation 

0 Getting along with the unwed mother 
Like the concerns of the fathers of Tulsa, the concerns of the 
Chicago fathers would suggest strongly that unwed adolescent 
fatherhood can be a stressful experience. 

To address the issue of how tb"^ unmarried adolescent fathers 
of Chicago handled their problems, as indicated in Tables 1.16 and 
1.17, they were asked the following questions: 

0 "Whom would you go to first with a problem?** 

0 "If you had a personal problem, whom or where would you 

:K:^^^go.'^6 'r6ri;adaice or help?" 
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TABLE 1.14 



The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers* Response To The 
Question: "Whom Would You Go To First With A 

Problem?" 



• -Subjects' Response To Question N %_ 

Family 19 95 

Friends 1 5 

Outsiders (that is, agencies) -0- -0- 



TABLE 1.15 

The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The 
Question: "2f You Had A Personal Problem, Whom, 
Or Where Would You Go To For Advice Or Help?" 



Subjects' Response To Questi on N %_ 

Mother 9 45 

Father 3 15 

Mother or Father 2 10 

Brother 1 5 

Sister -0- -0- 

Friend 2 10 

Minister 1 5 

Self 2 10 

Agency -O- -0- 
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TABLE 1*16 

The Chtct^o Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Kes^wnse To The Question: 
"In Your Op^nlon.And From Uhat You K«ve Sein Yourself, What 
Are Some Of The Problems Ycu Have Faced As A Young Father?** 



A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Young Fathers 



?No Job." 

"Arguments and fights with girlfriend." 
"Coping with the Uby*s medical problems." 
"Honey." 

"Keeping a good relationship with the 
mother (of his child)." 

"Taking cjre of baby and her (that Is, the unwed 
mother)." 

"Unemployment." 
"No problems."* 



« .Coyldn't support the kid." 
"Coping with being a father." 
"I can't do as Much when I didn't have a child.*' 
"Having a permanent job." 
"Transpj^rtt'^ion." 

"How to Uke care of the baby." 

"A problem with staying In school and taking 
care of the baby." 

". . .Sometimes I feel that I am unprepared 
to take care of child." 



*S1x (6) fathers gave this r«ponsc. 



TABLE 1.17 

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Questlt'^: "When 
You Ask Someone For Help With A Personal Problem, What Types ?f 
Problems Oo You Discuss With Them?" 



A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed 



"School." 
"jub." 

"Family problems." 

"Where to find a better job." 

"Fights." 

"How to take care of the baby." 
"Better understanding of life." 
•Problems dealing with my future. 
"No problems."* 



"If I did something wrong." 
"Work problems." 
"Money." 

"When I'm not getting along with my girlfriend." 
"Health problems." 

"Problems about a job or just something to do." 
"Transportati on." 
"Mostly social life." 



•Three (3) fathers gave this response. 
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The unmarried fathers' replies to these questions are illustrated 

in Tables K18 and 1.19* From Table K18» it will be observed 

that these young fathers most often sought help from their 

families. The family member most often asked for help was the 

unwed adolescent fathers' mother (see Table 1.19). 

1.11 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them; 
Yhe Columbus Sample 

It will be observed in Tables 1.20 and 1.21 that the young 
fathers of Columbus present problems similar to those of the 
fathers in Tulsa and Chicago. Included among their problems were 
the f ol lowing: 

0 Coping with being a father 

0 Financial responsibilities 

0 His family 

0 Parenting skills 

0 Restrictions on the young father's freedom 

0 Employment 

0 Facing V.fe in general 

0 Marriage 

0 Getting along with the unwed mother 
These problems presented by the Columbus fathers provide further 
support as to why unwed adolescent fatherhood can be a stressful 
experience. 

To aJdress the issue of how the Columbus fathers handled 
their problems, they were asked the following questions as well: 
0 '^Whom would you go to first with a problem?** 

'•If you had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to 
for advice or help?" 
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TABLE 1.18 



The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers* Response 
To The Question: "Whom Would You Go To 
First With A Problem?" 



Subjects' Response To Question N 

Family 23 85 

Friends 4 15 

Outsiders (that is, agencies) -0- -0- 



TABLE 1.19 

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response 
To The Question: "If You Had A Personal 
Problem, Whom Or Where Would You Go To 
For Advice Or Help?" 



Subjects' Response To Question 


N 


« 


Mother 


13 


48 


Father 


-0- 


-0- 


Mother or Father 


5 


18 


Brother 


.0- 


-0- 


Sister 


1 


4 


Friend 


3 


11 


Minister 


-0- 


-0- 


Self 


4 


15 


Agency 


1 


4 



o 
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TABLE 1.20 

The Colunbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question: 
"In Your Opinion. And From What you Have Seen Yourself. What 
Are ^me Of The Problems You Have Faced A? A Young Father?** 



"Pondering What to do.. .wondering If everything 
was going to be all right.** 

•"Child support every wonth.** 

''Just being a father when you* re young.** 

**6e1ng around the house with my woman and little 
girl.- 

-Trying to get a job.*' 
-Bills.*' 

**Respons1b111ty of making It legal.** 

**Gett1ng a place to live.** 

*'Not being able to see my daughter.** 



A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Young Father 

"I wasn't prepared for the situation I got Into. 



"...Cut out some recreation.** 

''Facing the responsibility.** 

•Problems with the baby's mother... 
Problems with her parents and mine. 

•Feeding the baby.** 

•Communication with her.** 

"Taking care of the baby.** 

•Can't do what I use to." 

•None.-* 



*four (4) fathers gave this response. 



TABLE 1.21 

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question: 
"When You Ask Someone For Help With A Personal Problem, What 
Types of Problems Do You Discuss With Them?** 



A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed 



•*F1nanc1al problems.** 

**Things that I feel bad about.** 

•EmployiTient.** 

"Working and getting out on ii\y own. 
*What should I do about It." 
"Problems with my girlfriend." 
"If I need help to aiake a decision. 
"Work problems." 



"Problems dealing with people." 
"Problems about my child and myself.** 
•Average problems." 

"Getting Into trouble. ..becoming a father." 

"How to raise the baby." 

"Should be a better father." 

"What will they do If they had wy problems. 

"Problems about my personal life." 



"None 
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*S1x (6) fathers gave this response. 
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The unmarried fathers' replies to these questions are Illustrated 

In Tables 1.22 and 1.23. From Table 1.22. It will be observed 

that these young fathers most often sought help from their 

families. The family member most often asked for help was the 

unwed adolescent fathers' mother (see Table 1.23). 

1.12 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them; A Compara- 
tive Analysis of The Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Sample 

Content analysis was employed to facilitate a comparative 
examination of the problems faced by the young fathers of Tulsa, 
Chicago, and Columbus. This is a research technique used to 
describe and analyze objectively, systematically, and 
quantitatively the content of written or spoken communication 
(Theodorson and Theodorson, 1969). More specifically, this 
research technique was employed here to answer the questions of 
what the specific content of the problems faced by these fathers 
was, and from where or whom they seem to arise. Answers to these 
questions permitted the classification of the young fathers 
according to whether some personal failing, another person or an 
interpersonal relationship, or some other external factor was seen 
as the reason for their difficulty. 

As noted earlier, two (2) open-ended questions were used to 
obtain information on the problems faced by these young fathers. 
It will be recalled that the first question asked of the fathers 
was: 

"In your opinion, and from what you have seen yourself, what 
are some of the problems you have faced as a young father?" 

59 
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TABLE 1.22 



The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers* Response 
To The Question: "Whom Would You Go To First 
With A Problem?" 



Subjects' Response To Question N 

Family " 42 88 

Friends 5 10 

Outsiders (that is, agencies) 1 2 



TABLE 1 .23 

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To 
The Question: "If You Had A Personal Problem, 
Whom Or Where Would You Go To Tor Advice Or Help?" 



Sub.'je cts' Response To Question N L 

Mother 35 

Father 7 15 

Mother or Father 5 10 

Brother 3 ^ 

Sister ^ ^ 

Friend 8 17 

Minister -0- -0- 

Self 6 

Agency 1 2 
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A chi-square analysis of the data depicted In Table 1*24 revealed 
no statistically significant differences among the Tulsa, Chicago, 
and Columbus fathers in the specific content of the problems they 
had encountered as unmarried adolescent fathers* 

When viewed collectively, the problems faced by these fathers 
centered around a relationship or another person* For example, 
over half of the subjects (55 percent) indicated their problem was 
in a relationship or in the •'other person*" The nature of these 
problems included problems with his family of origin; restriction 
of his freedom imposed by responsibility for the child; the duty 
of providing for the child, and not being able to see his child as 
much as he would like to; problems with his girlfriend or the 
unwed mother; problems with various members of the unwed mother's 
family; and not wanting the girl to havt the baby* With regard to 
other external factors, nearly a fourth of the fathers (23 
percent) indicated their problems were related either to a lack of 
employment, a lack of money, or to not being able to finish 
school. Less than ten (10) percent of the fathers perceived their 
problems as being the result of some personal failing. These 
fathers indicated they were having a problem coping with being a 
father and setting a good example in the child's presence. 
Fourteen (14) percent of the young fathers indicated they had not 
faced any problems as an unwed adolescent father* 

To gain a keener insight on what kinds of problems with which 

the young fathers were most likely to s.eek help, they were asked: 

"When you ask someone for help with a personal problem, what 
types of problems do you discuss with them?" 

61 



TABLE 1.24 



Distribution Of The Young Fathers According To The Reason Tor Their 

Problems By City of Residence 



City of Residence 



Personal. Falling 
N t 



Interpersonal 
Relationship or 
Another Person 

N t 



Other 
External 
Factor 



None 

N % 



Tulsa 


0 


0 


11 


55 


6 


30 


3 


15 


Chicago 


9 


7.5 


13 


48.1 


6 


22.2 


6 


22.2 


Columbus 


6 


13 


2R 


58 


10 


21 


4 


B 


Total 


« 


8 


52 


55 


22 


23 


13 


14 
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A chi-square analysis of the data shown In Table 1.25 again 
revealed no significant differences In the specific content of the 
problems the young fathers of Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus were 
likely to discuss with someone when they ask for help. 

Contrary to the previous analyses, the modal responses of the 
fathers (44 percent) indicated their problem was in a relationship 
or in the "other person." It Is also noted in Table 1.25 that 
when the young fathers discussed their problems with others, they 
were likely to talk about problems relating themselves or to other 
external causes, especially employment. This finding was true 
particularly for those fathers who resided in Tulsa and Chicago. 
In contrast, the fathers who lived in Columbus, as in the previous 
analyses, were more likely to seek help with a problem involving 
another person. 

Not only was there a change in the distribution of the kinds 
of problems the young fathers were likely to seek help with, but 
there also was a change in the nature of the problems the young 
father? were likely to encounter. For example, in addition to 
indicating problems with their girlfriend and their child, several 
of the young fathers indicated having problems fostering a viable 
social life. With respect to "self," more of the subjects than 
had been anticipated discussed problems they thought had resulted 
from some personal failing. These problems were likely to concern 
the young fathers health and his keeping out of "trouble" as 
opposed to his coping with being a father or setting a "good 
example" for his child. 

Virtually no differences were found among the fathers of 
O Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus in the manner that they handled the 
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TABLE 1.25 




• 




Distribution Of The Categories Of Problems The Young Fathers 
Here Likely To Discuss With Someone When They Asked For 
Help By City Of Residence 








Personal Falling 


Interpersonal Other 
Relationship or External 
Another Person Factor 


None 




City of Residence 


N t 


N t H % 


N 


% 


Tul sa 


5 ' 25 


5 25 8 40 


2 


10 


Chicago 


6 22.2 


6 22.2 12 44.4 


3 


11.2 


Columbus 


14 29 


20 42 8 17 


6 


12 


Total 


25 26 


31 33 28 29 


11 


12 


64 
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various problems with which they were confronted with as young 
fathers. For example, a comparison of these fathers' responses 
in Table 1.26 to the question: "Whom would you go to first with 
a problem?" revealed that a majority of the fathers, regardless of 
city of residence, were most likely to go to their family first 
for help with a problem. Similarly, a comparison of the fathers' 
responses to question: "If you had a personal problem, whom or 
where would you go to for advice or help?" revealed that a 
majority of the young fathers, in each of the cities, would go to 
their mother or father for advice or help (see Table 1.27). As 
noted before, the person more likely to be asked to provide 
assistance was the young father's mother. 

The young fathers differed, however, on the problems they 
thought best to take to their mother or to another family member. 
When the young fathers of Tulsa and Chicago did take a problem to 
a family member, it was most likely to involve an external factor. 
The adolescent fathers of Columbus, on the other hand, were more 
likely to consult a family member about a problem concerning an 
interpersonal relationship or another person. 

Unlike the young fathers' family, friends were used 
infrequently as a source of help. In fact, no more than fifteen 
(15) percent of the fathers in either of the cities under study 
indicated they would go to a friend first with a problem. 
Whatever the reasons for not using friends more frequently as a 
source of help with problems, the young fathers were even less 
inclined to use a member of the clergy, a school teacher, or a 
social service agency as a source of help for resolving their 
O problems. For example, only one (1) young father from the entire 
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TABLE 1.26 



Percent Distribution of Subjects According To Their 
Response To The Question: "Whom Would You Go To 
First With A Problem?" By City Of Residence 



CITY OF RESIDENCE 



CHOICES FOR SOURCE OF HELP WITH PROBLEM 



Social Service 





Family 
N % 


Frienc 

N 


1 

% 


N 


Agency 


0' 

K 


Tulsa 


19 


95 


1 


5 


-0- 




-0- 


Chicago 


23 


85 


3 


15 


1 




-0- 


Columbus 


42 


88 


5 


10 


1 




2 






TABLE 1 


.27 












Percent Distribution Of Subjects According 
To Their Kesponse To The Question: "If You Had 

A Personal Problem, Whom Or Where Would You 
Go To For Advice Or Help?" By City Of Residence 






RESPONSE 


TULSA 


CHICAGO 


COLUMBUS 






N 


X 


N 


% 


N 


% 




Mother 


9 


45 


13 


48 


17 


35 




Father 


3 


15 


-0- 


-0- 


7 


15 




Mother or 


Father 2 


10 


5 


18 


5 


10 




Brother 


1 


5 


-0- 


-0- 


3 


6 




Sister 


-0- 


-0- 


1 


4 


1 


2 




Friend 


2 


10 


3 


11 


8 


17 




Mini ster 


1 


5 


-0- 


-0- 


.CO" 


-0- 




Self 


2 


10 


4 


15 


6 


13 




Agency 


-0- 


-0- 


1 


4 


1 


2 
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study population (that is. from the Tulsa sample) indicated he 
would go to a minister for advice or help with a personal problem. 
In a like fashion, only two (2) of the fathers from the combined 
study population--that is. one (1) father each from Chicago and 
ColumbuS'-indicated they would seek out a social service agency 
for advice or help with their problems. 

SECTION II 

Measurement and Analysis of Sexual Knowledge, 
Attitudes, and Practices of The Unwed Adolescent Fathers 

In Section II, the sexual and contraceptive knowledge, 
attitudes, and practices of the young fathers are examined. 
Topics covered in this section of the analysis include the 
f ol lowing: 

0 Sources of Sex Information 

0 Knowledge of Sex 

0 Attitudes Toward Sex Education 

0 Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy 

0 Sexual Experience 

0 Contraceptive Utilization 
An analysis of each of these topics in regard to the Tulsa 
Chicago, and Columbus samples follows in subsequent paragraphs. 

2.1 Sources of Sex Information; The Tulsa Sample 

The unmarried adolescent fathers were asksd "When you first 
learned about sex. what was your main sources of Information?" 
The main sources of information about sex are listed in Table 2.1. 
Friends were the most frequent source, followed by books, the 

ER?C 50 

fi7 



subject's father, and filnis. Only ten (10) percent of the study 
population learned about sex from a parent -- the father. 

2.2 Sources of Sex Information ; The Chicago Sample 

A percent distribution of the Chicago subjects, according to 
their main sources of information when they first learned about 
sex, is shown in Table 2.2. For these fathers, friends were the 
most frequent source noted, followed by teachers, the subject's 
father, books, and other sources not Identified. Only eleven (11) 
percent of the Chicago fathers indicated they learned about sex 
from a parent -- the father. 

2 .3 Sources of Sex Informatic The Columbus Sample 

The main sources of information about sex for the Columbus 
fathers are listed in Table 2.3. Friends were found to be the 
most frequent source, followed by books and teachers, the 
subject's father, and other sources not identified. Only ten (10) 
percent of the Columbus fathers learned about sex from their 
parents, mostly their fathers. 

2.4 Sources of Sex Information; A Comparative Analysis of The 
Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

It will be noted in Table 2.4 that minor differences exist 

among the fathers when they were compared, across cities, 

according to their main sources of information when they first 

learned about sex. Fathers from all three (3) cities were likely 

to have first learned about sex from a friend. The most notable 

finding, perhaps, is how Infrequent these young fathers learned 

about sex from their parents. 




2.5 Knowledge of Sex; The Tulsa Sample 

Four (4) statements were used to obtain Information 
pertaining to the sexual knowledge of the unwed adolescent 
fathers. As shown in Table 2.5. a large majority of the 
respondents (95 percent) knew that venereal disease (V.D.) in the 
mother could cause her baby to be stillborn or blind; however, 
fewer subjects (40 percent) knew that V.D. is both gonorrhea and 
syphilis. With regard to the statement on masturbation, only 
forty-five (45) percent of the subjects thought that is was not 
abnormal for children and teenagers to masturbate. Perhaps the 
most salient finding relating to the sexual knowledge of the young 
fathers was that ninety-six (96) percent of them could not 
identify the time during the menstrual cycle when conception is 
most likely to occur. 

2.6 Knowledge of Sex; The Chica go Sample 

As with the Tulsa fathers, four (4) statments were used to 
obtain information pertaining to the sexual knowledge of the young 
fathers of Chicago. As displayed in Table 2.6. a majority of the 
subjects (63 percent) knew that V.D. in the mother could cause her 
baby to be stillborn or blind; however, more respondents (70 
percent) kmv. that V.D. is both gonorrhea and syphilis. With 
respect to the statement on masturbation, only twenty-two (22) 
percent of the fathers thought that it was not abnormal for 
children and teenagers to masturbate. Also, a large majority of 
the Chicago fathers (70 percent) could not identify t^e time 
during the menstrual cycle when conception is most likely to 
occur. 
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TABLE 2.1 



Percent Distribution Of The Tulsa Subjects According 
To Main Sources Of Information On Sex 



SOURCE 






N 


i 


Friends 






14 


70 


Books 






2 


10 


Mother 






-0- 


-0- 


Doctor 






-0- 


-0- 


Damnhlc i c 
rolupn lcl-9 






-0- 


-0- 


Teacher 






-0- 


-0- 


Father 






2 


10 


Fi 1ms 






2 


10 


Other 






-0- 


-0- 




TABLE 


2.2 






I'B'-cent Distribution Of The 
To Main *>ources Of 


Chicago Subjects According 
Information On Sex 


SOURCE 






N 


% 


Friends 






13 


48.1 


Books 






2 


7.4 


Mother 






-0- 


-0- 


Doctor 






1 


3.7 


Pamphlets 






-0- 


-0- 


Teacher 






6 


22.2 


Father 






3 


11.2 


Fi 1ms 






-0- 


-0- 


Other 






2 


7.4 
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TABLE 2.3 



Percent Distribution On The Columbus Subjects According 
To Main Sources Of Information On Sex 



SOURCE 



Friends 


24 


50 


Sooks 


5 


10 


Mother 


1 


2 


Doctor 


-0- 


-0- 


Pamphlets 


-0- 


-0- 


Teacher 


5 


10 


Father 


4 


8 


Fi 1ms 


-0- 


-0- 


Other 


9 


19 



TABLE 2.4 

Percent Distribution Of Subjects Acco'^dinq To Main 
Sources Of Information On Sex By City Of Residence 



TuTsa Chicago Columbus 



ERIC 



Source 


N 


% 


N 


% 




N 


% 


Friends 


14 


70 


13 


48. 


1 


24 


50 


Books 


2 


10 


2 


7. 


4 


5 


10 


Mother 


0 


0 


0 




0 


1 


2 


Doctor 


0 


0 


1 


3 


.7 


0 


0 


Pamphlets 


0 


0 


0 




0 


0 


0 


Teacher 


0 


0 


6 


22. 


.2 


5 


10 


Father 


2 


10 


3 


n. 


.2 


4 


8 


Fi Ims 


2 


10 


0 




0 


0 


0 


Other 


0 


0 


2 


7. 


.4 


9 


19 
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TABLE 2.5 



Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements 
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Tulsa Fathers 



Statement 



Do you believe that V.O. in the mother 

may cause her, baby to be stillborn or 

Mir.rl? (Yes)* 19 

What is V.D. in your opinion? (both 
gonorrhea and syphilis) (Yes) 8 

Do you feel that it is abnormal for 

children and teenagers to masturbate? (No) 9 

A girl can most easily get pregnant 

around the time of ovulation. (True) 1 



Correct response to question. 



TABLE 2.6 

Percent Distribution Of Correct Response To Statements 
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Chicago Fathers 



Statement 



Do you believe that V.D. in the mother 
may cause ner baby to be stillborn or 

blind? (Yes)^ 17 63 

What is V.D. in your opinion? (be i 

gonorrhea and syphilis) (Yes) 19 70 

Do you feel that it is abnormal for 

children and teenagers to masturbate? (No) 6 22 
A girl can most easily get pregnant 

around the time of ovulation. (True) 8 30 



Correct response to question. 
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2.7 Knowledge of Sex; The Columbus Sample 

Unlike the TuTsa and Chicago fathers, the Columbus fathers 
were asked six (6) statements to obtain information pertaining to 
their sexual knowledge* Except for one (1) question, these 
statements were not the same as those statements asked of the 
fathers in Tulsa and in Chicago. As shown in Table 2*7, a large 
majority of the respondents (81 percent) knew that rubbers (or 
condoms) can help to prevent venereal disease; fewer (73 percent) 
knew that rubbers can help to prevent unwanted pregnancies. 
Although about two-thirds (65 percent) knew that a male's sperm 
lives less than one day inside a woman, only a little more than 
one-third (35 percent) knew that a douche is not a reliable method 
of contraception. While thirty-seven (37) percent of the subjects 
knew that even if a male practices withdrawal, his partner may 
still ."^ecome pregnant; only twenty-one (21) percent could identify 
the time during the menstrual cycle when conception is most likely 
to occur. 

2 . 8 Knowledge of Sex: A Comparative Analysis of the Tulsa and 
Chicago Samples 

Significant differences were found between the fathers in 
their response to the four (4) statements used to obtain 
information pertaining to their sexual knowledge (X 6.19, df = 
3, P « .10) (see Table 2.8). In the first instance, the fathers 
of Tulsa were more likely to know that V.D. in the mother could 
cause her baby to be stillborn or blind than were the fathers in 
Chicago. The fathers of Chicago, on the other hand, were more 
likely to know that V.D. is both gonorrhea and syphilis. With 
regard to the statement on masturbation, Tulsa fathers were more 
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likely to perceive masturbation as normal for children and 
teenagers than were the fethers cf Chicago. While neither 
population of the young fathers exercised any great proficiency in 
Identifying the time during the menstrual cycle when conception is 
most likely to occur, the Chicago fathers were more likely to make 
this identification correctly ♦.han were the fathers of Tulsa. 

TABLE 2.7 

Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses 
, To Statements Concerning Sexual Knowledge 
Of The Columbus Fathers 



Statement 



% 



A douche (girl washing herself after sexual 17 35 

intercourse) is a^good method to prevent 
pregp.^ncies . (F) 

A male's sperm lives less than one day 31 65 

inside a woman. (F) 

Rubbers help prevent unwanted pregnancies. .(T) 35 73 

Rubbers help prevent V.D. (T) 39 81 

A girl can most easily get pregnant just 10 21 

before her period begins. (F) 

During sexual intercourse, if a male tak'-^s 18 37 

out his penis before coming, his girl may get 
pregnant anyway. (T) 



Correct response to statement. 
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TABLE 2.8 



Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements 
Concerning Sexual Knowlege By City Of Residence 



Statement 



Do you believe that VD in the 
mother may cause her bay to be 
stillborn or blind? (Yes) 

What is VD in your opinion? 
(both gonorrhea and syphilis) 
(Yes) 

Do you feel that it is abnormal 
for children and teenagers to 
masturbate? (No) 

A girl can most easily get 

pregnant around the 

time of ovulation. (True) 



Tulsa Chicago 
N % N X_ 

19 95 17 63 

8 40 19 70 

9 45 5 22 
1 5 8 30 



X , corrected for continuity = 6.19, df « 3, P .10. 
^Correct response to question. 

2 . 9 Knowledge of Sex; A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa, 
Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

Although several questions were asked of the fathers 
regarding their sexual knowledge, responses for only one question 
could be compared across the cities surveyed. This question 
pe;tained to the time during the menstrual cycle when conception 
is most likely to occur. A majority of t^e fathers in each of the 
cities studied (Tulsa 96 percent; Chicago 70 percent; Columbus 79 
percent) could not identify the time during the menstrual cycle 
when a girl is most likely to get pregnant. 
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2.10 Attitudes Toward Sex Education; The Tulsa Sample 

To assess the young fathers' attitudes toward sex education, 
they were asked to respond either true or false to the statement: 
"Sex education is nothing bt't a waste of time." Eighty-five (85) 
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers thought that sex education 
was not a waste of time. This finding is virtually the same as 
the finding reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) from a sample of 
1,017 male adolescents who ranged in age from fifteen (15) to 
nineteen (19) years they reported that eighty-four (84) percent 
of their sample felt that sex education was not a waste of time. 

2. 11 Attitudes Toward Sex Education; The Chicago Sample 

The Chicago fathers' attitudes toward sex education were 
assessed in the same manner as were those of the Tulsa fathers in 
the preceding paragraph. Ninety-three (93) percent of these young 
fathers thought that sex education was not a waste of time. This 
is in accord with the Tulsa finding reported above and the finding 
reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) in their study of adolescent 
males. 

2 . 12 Attitudes Toward Sex Education; The Columbus Sample 

The attitudes of the Columbus fathers were assessed in the 
same manner as were those of the fathjrs of Tulsa and Chicago. 
Eighty-five (85) percent of these young fathers thought that sex 
education was not a waste of time. 

2.13 Attitudes Toward Sex Education; A Comparative Analysis of 
The Tulsa. Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

There were no signific&nt differences found among- the 
fathers in their attitudes toward sex education. A majority of 
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the fathers. In each city surveyed, indicated that sex education 
was not a waste of time. 

2.14 Attitudes Toward Sex. Contraception, and Pregnancy; 
The Tulsa Sample 

Eight (8) statements that were to be answered either true or 
false explored the attitudes of the Tulsa fathers toward sex, 
contraception, and pregnancy. As Table 2.9 shows, ninety (90) 
percent disagreed with the statement that "It's O.K. to tell a 
girl th"at you love her so that you can have sex with her." 

It has been reported in the literature that young males find 
sex important because it affirms their masculinity (e.g.. Nelson 
and Segrist, 1 9 7 6 ). In order to get a reading from the 
respondents on this observation, they were asked to respond either 
true or false to the statement "Getting a girl pregnant proves 
that you are a man." Ninety-five (95) percent of the subjects 
disagreed. 

Concerning abortion, all of the Tulsa unwed adolescent 
fathers (100 percent) indicated they would not want a girl to have 
an abortion if they were responsible for the pregnancy. 
Furthermore, ninety-five (95) percent stated they would not want 
their sexual mate to have an abortion "because it is wrong." 

With regard to their attitudes toward contraceptive 
responsibility, the Tulsa fathers seemed to be inclined to share 
contraceptive responsibility with the fepale. For example, ninety 
(90) percent of the young fathers disagreed with the statement 
that pregnancy is "her fault" when it occurs, because "she should 
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have protected herself." Simllarlyi sixty (60) percent of the 
young fathers disagreed with the statement that "birth control is 
for girls only." Of more Importance, perhaps. Is that sixty-five 
(65) percent of the unwed fathers thought "a guy should use birth 
control whenever possible." In fact, seventy-five (75) percent of 
the Tulsa fathers disagreed with the statement that "It's not 
right - to use birth contro'l." 



TABLE 2,9 

Percent Distribution of The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
Responding True or False To Statements Exploring Attitudes 
Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy By Statement 



Statement True False 

N S N T~ 

It's not right to use birth control. 5 25 15 75 

It's O.K. to tell a girl that you love 

her so that you can have sex 2 10 18 90 

with her. 

If a guy gets a girl pregnant, it's 

her fault, not his, because she 2 10 18 90 

should have protected herself. 

Birth control is for girls only. 8 40 12 60 

Getting a girl pregnant proves that 

you are a man. 1 5 19 95 

A guy should ui.e birth control when- 
ever possible. 13 65 7 35 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 

want her to have an abortion. 0 0 20 100 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 

not want her to have an abortion 19 95 1 5 

because it's wrong. 

78 
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2.15 Attitudes Toward Sex. Contraception, and Pregnancy; 
The Chicago SampTe" ■ 

The same eight (8) statements that were asked of the Tulsa 
fathers with regard to their attitudes toward sex, contraception, 
and pregnancy were asked of the Chicago fathers. As noted in 
Table 2.10, s e ve n ty - e i g h t (78) percent of the Chicago fathers 
disagreed with the statement that "It's O.K. to tell a girl that 
you love her so that you can have sex with her." 

In order to get a reading from the Chicago fathers on 
whether sex was important to them because it affirms their 
masculinity, they were asked to respond either true or false to 
the statement "Getting a girl pregnant proves that you are a man." 
Ninety-three (93) percent of the subjects disagreed. 

Relative to abortion, a majority of the Chicago fathers (89 
percent) indicated they would not want a girl to have an abortion 
if they were responsible for the pregnancy; and, seventy-eight 
(78) percent of them stated they would not want their sexual mate 
to have an abortion "because U is wrong." 

With regard to their attitudes toward contraceptive 
responsibility, the Chicago fathers, as well, seemed to be 
inclined to share contraceptive i-espons i bi 1 i ty wi th the female. 
For example, eighty-one (81) percent of the young fathers in this 
study disagreed with the statement that pregnancy is "her fault" 
when it occurs, because "she should have protected herself." 
Similarly, sixty-three (63) percent of the young fathers disagreed 
with the statement that "birth control is for girls only." Not 
unlike the Tulsa fathers, sixty-three (63) percent of the Chicago 
fathers thought that "a guy should use birth control whenever 
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possible." Further, seventy-eight (78) percent of the Chicago 
fathers disagreed with the statement that "It's not right to use 
birth control." 



TABLE 2.10 

Percent Distribution Of The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
Responding True Or False To Statements Exploring Attitudes 
Toward Sex, Contraception, And Pregnancy By Statement 



Statement 



True 



False 



22 
22 

18.5 
37 



IT 
78 

78 



It's not right to use birth control 

It's O.K. to tell a girl that you 
love her so that you can have 
sex with her. 

If a guy gets a girl pregnant, it's 
her fault, not his, because she 
should have protected herself. 

Birth control is for girls only. 

Getting a girl pregnant proves that 
you are a man. 

A guy should use birth control when 
ever possible. 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 
want her to have an abortion. 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 
not want her to have an abortion 
because it's wrong. 



10 



17 



21 



63 



11 



78 



N 

21 
21 



22 81.5 



17 



25 



24 



63 



93 



33 



89 



22 
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2*16 Attitudes Toward Sext Contraception^ and Pregnancy: 
The Columbus Sample - 

The Columbus fathers were asked the same questions that the 

fathers of Tulsa and Chicago were asked regarding their attitudes 

toward sex, contraception, and pregnancy. As Table 2.11 shows, 

seventy-one (71) percent disagreed with the statement that "It's 

O.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can have sex 

with her." Ninety (90) percent of these fathers also disagreed 

with the statement that "Getting a girl pregnant proves that you 

are a man . " 

With respect to abortion, the attitudes of the Columbus 
fathers were similar to those of the Tulsa and Chicago fathers. 
Ninety (90) percent of the Columbus fathers indicated they would 
not want a girl to have an abortion if they were responsible for 
the pregnancy; and seventy-seven (77) percent stated they would 
not want their sexual mate to have an abortion "because it is 
wrong, " 

The Columbus fathers were not unlike xhe Tulsa or Chicago 
fathers in their attitudes toward contraceptive responsibility. 
For example, seventy-one (71) percent of the young fathers in this 
study disagreed with the statement that pregnancy is "her fault" 
when it occurs, because "she should have protected herself." 
However, fifty-six (56) percent of the young fathers agreed with 
the statement that "birth control is for girls only." Of more 
importance, perhaps, is that fifty-six (56) percent of the unwed 
fathers though that "a guy should use tirth control whenever 
possible." Moreover, sixty-seven (67) percent of the unmarried 
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fathers in this study disagreed with the statement that "It's not 
right to use birth control.** 



TABLE 2.11 

Percent Distribution of The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
Responding True or False To Statements Exploring Attitudes 
Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy By Statement 



Statement True False 

~ N % N T 



It's not right to use birth control. 16 33 32 67 

It's O.K. to ten a girl that you 

love her so that you can have 14 29 34 71 

sex with her. 

If a guy gets a girl pregnant* it's 

her fault, not his, because she 14 29 34 71 

should have protected herself. 

Birth control is for girls only. 27 56 21 44 

Getting a girl pregnant proves that 

you are a man. 5 10 43 90 

A guy should use birth control when- 
ever possible. 21 44 27 56 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 

want her to have an abortion. 5 10 43 90 

If I got a girl pregnant, I would 

not want her to have an abortion 37 77 11 23 

because it's wrong. 
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2.17 Attitudes Toward Sex^ Contraception^ and Pregnancy: 
A Comparative Analysis of The lulsaj Chicago, and 
Columbus SampleT 

A comparison of the young fathers' responses to the eight 
(8) statements used to assess their attitudes toward sex» 
contraception, and pregnancy are summarized in Table 2.12. It 
win be noted from this table that no statistically significant 
differences were observed among the fathers' responses* 

2.18 Sexual Experience; The Tulsa Sample 

Several questions explored certain aspects of the sexual 
experience of the unmarried adolescent fathers of Tulsa. As 
reported previously, their mean age at the time of their first 
sexual intercourse with a girl was 12.8 years, wit'^ a range from 
age eight (8) to sixteen (16) years. All the Tulsa fathers 
reported having their first coital experience before the age of 
seventeen (17) years. 

With respect to how they felt .after their first sexual 
intercourse with a girl, ^ixty-five (65) percent reported that 
they felt either satisfaction, happiness^ or pride, while 
thirty-five (35) perce.. reported that they felt either 
dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion. Whatever their feelings, 
the majority of the young fathers (55 percent) were likely to 
share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers. 

Table 2.13 reveals the distribution of the respondents by 
age at first sexual intercourse with a girl. Thirty-five (35) 
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers had their first sexual 
Intercourse at the age of twelve (12) ye^rs or less; thirty (30) 
percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years of age; and the 
rest at fifteen (15) to sixteen (16) years of age. The majority 
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TABLE 2.12 



Percent Distribution Of Subjects Responding True Or False 
To The Statements Exploring Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception. 
And Pregnancy By City Of Residence 



CITY OF RESID£NCr 



lt*s not right to use birth 
control . 

It's OK to tell a girl that you 
love her so that you can 
have sex with her. 

If a guy gets k girl preg- 
nant, It's her fault, not his 
because she should have pro- 
tected herself. 

Birth control is for girls 
only. 

(retting a girl pregnant 
proves that you are a man. 

A guy should use birth control 
whenever possible. 

If I got a girl pregnant, I 
would want her to have an 
abortion. 

If 1 got a girl pregnant, 1 
would not want her to have an 
abortion because it's wrong. 



TULSA 
True False 
% N 



10 



19 95 



CHICAGO 
True ^alse 
N t H X 



COLUMBUS 
True " Talse 
H % H % P>Value^ 



25 15 75 



18 90 



10 18 90 



22 21 78 16 33 32 67 NS^ 



22 21 78 14 29 34 71 NS 



18 22 82 14 29 34 71 NS 



8 40 12 60 10 37 17 63 27 56 21 44 NS 



19 95 



4 25 S3 5 10 43 90 NS 



13 65 7 35 17 63 9 33 21 44 27 56 NS 



20 100 3 11 24 89 5 ID 43 90 NS 



21 78 6 22 37 77 11 23 NS 



Sex education is nothing but 
a waste of time. 

Hy friends and I U, k about 
the sex that we have. 



15 17 85 



11 55 g 45 



25 93 



15 4i 85 NS 



33 18 67 24 50 24 50 NS 



*p. value calculat«d by the X^. 
^Missing data not included. 
^Not significant statistically. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



ERJC 



of the young fathers had their first sexual experience with a girl 
between the ages of eight (8) and thirteen (13) years. 

As reported earlier, the mean age of these young fathers at 
the time of birth of their first child was 17.8 years, with a 
range from fifteen (15) to twenty (20) years. Thirty-five (35) 
percent of the adolescent fathers were 17-years-old or younger 
when they fathered their first child; fifty-five (55) pe^-cent had 
fatt.^red their first child at 18-19 years of age; and the rest at 
20 years of age. The majority of the Tulsa fathers had fathered 
their first child between the ages of fifteen (15) and eighteen 
(18) years (see Tablel2.14). 
2.19 Sexual Experience; The Chicago Sample 

As with the Tulsa fathers, several questions explored 
certain aspects of the sexual experience of the Chicago unmarried 
adolescent fathers. As reported previously, their mean age at the 
time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl was 11.8 years, 
with a range from age three (3) to seventeen (17) years. The mean 
age reported here is virtually the same as the mean age (11.6 
years) reported by Finkel and Finkel (1975) for the Black 
adolescent males in their sample. Forty-one (41) percent of the 
young fathers in this study were (11) years or younger when they 
had their first sexual experience. All the Chicago fathers 
reported having their first coital experienc3 before the age of 
eighteen (18) years. 

With respect to how they felt after their first sexual 
intercourse with a gn.'»?Ts''-^^tV^-t}rn'fe*'''C59) percent reported that 
they felt either satisfaction, happiness, or pride, while 
^ forty-one (41) percent reported that they felt either 
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the majority of the Chicago fathers (67 percent) were not likely 
to share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers. 

Table 2.15 reveals the distribution of the respondents by 
age at first sexual intercourse with a girl. Forty-eight (48) 
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers had their first sexual 
intercourse at age twelve (12) years or less; twenty-two (22) 
percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years of age; and the 
rest at fifteen (15) to seventeen (17) years of age. The majority 
of the young fathers had their first sexual experience with a girl 
between the ages of three (3) and thirtern (13) years. 

As reported earlier, the mean age of the young fathers at 
the time of the birth of their first child was 17-,2 years, with a 
range from age fourteen (14) to twenty (20) years. Sixty-three 
(63) percent of the Chicago fathers were 17-years-old or younger 
when they fathered their first child; thirty (30) percent of the 
young fathers had fathered their first child at eighteen (18) to 
nineteen (19) years of age; and the rest at twenty (20) years of 
age. The majority of the Chicago fathers had fathered their first 
child between the ages of fourteen (14) and seventeen (17) years 
(see Table 2.16). 

2.20 Sexual Experience; The Columbus Sample 

As reported previously, the Columbus fathers' mean aqe at 
the time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl was 11.4 
years, with a range from age four (4) to sixteen (16) years. The 
mean age -eported here is almost identical to the mean age (11.6 
years) reported by Finkel and Finkel (1975) for the Black 
adolescent males in their sample. Forty (40) percent of the young 
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fathers in this study were eleven (11) years or younger when they 
hid their first sexual experience. All of the Co''jmbus fathers 
reported having their first coital experience before the age of 
seventeen (17) years. 

With respect to how they felt after their first sexual 
intercourse with a girl, sixty-five (65) percent of the Columbus 
fathers reported that they felt either satisfaction, happiness, or 
pride, while thirty-five (35) percent reported that they felt 
either dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion. Whatever their 
feelings, fifty (50) percen* of the young fathers were likely to 
share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers. 

Table 2.17 reveals the distribution of the Columbus 
respondents by age at first sexual intercourse with a girl. 
Fifty-six (55) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers had their 
first sexual intercourse at age twelve (12) years or less; 
twenty-nine (29) percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years 
of age; and the rest at less than fifteen (15) years of age. The 
majority of the Columbus fathers had their first sexual experience 
with a girl between the ages of four (4) and thirteen (13) years. 

As reported earlier, the mean age of the Columbus fathers at 
the time of the birth of their first child was 16.6 years, with a 
range from age twelve (12) to twenty (20) years. Eighty (80) 
percent of them were 17-years-old or younger when they fathered 
their first child; eighteen (18) percent had fathered their first 
child at eighteen (18) to nineteen (19) years of age; and the rest 
at twenty (20) years of age. The majority of the Colutnbus 
unmarried adolescent fathers had fathered their first child 
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between the ages of twelve (12) and eighteen (18) years (see Table 



?.18). 

TABLE 2.13 

Percent Distribution Of The Tulsa Respondents According 
To Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl 



Age N % 



1 12 


7 


35 


13 


4 


20 


14 


2 


10 


15 


6 


30 


16 


1 


5 



TABLE 2.14 

Percent Distribution Of The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Father 
According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child 



A^e N % 



1 16 


4 


20 


17 


3 


15 


18 


6 


30 


19 


5 


25 


20 


2 


10 
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TABLE 2.15 



f'ercent Distribution Of The Chicago Respondents According 
To Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl 



Age 


N 


% 


<. 12 


13 


48 


13 


4 


15 


14 


2 


7,4 


15 


2 


7,4 


16 


3 


11.1 


17 


3 


11.1 



TABLE 2.16 

Percent Distribution Of The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Father 
According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child 



Age N % 



< 16 


6 


22 


17 


11 


41 


18 


3 


11 


19 


5 


19 


20 


2 


7 
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TABLE 2.17 

Percent Distribution Of The Columbus Respondents According 
To Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl 



Aqe • 


N 


% 


i 12 


27 


56 


13 


9 


19 


14 


5 


10 


15 


4 


8 


5 16 


3 


7 



TABLE 2.18 

Percent Distribution Of The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child 



Aqe 


N 


% 


1 16 


19 


40 


17 


19 


40 


18 


5 


10 


19 


4 


8 


20 


1 


2 



90 

73 



2.21 Sexual Experience: A Comparative An alysis of The Tulsa, 
Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

Mixed findings were observed when the fathers were compared 
in regard to their sexual experience. For example, no significant 
differences were noted among the fathers with respect either to 
their age at the time of their first sexual intercourse with a 
girl or how they felt after their first sexual intercourse with a 
girl. In contrast to these findings, a majority of the Chicago 
fathers were not likely to share knowledge of their sexual 
activity with peers, while a majority of the Tulsa and Columbus 
fathers were. This difference, however, was not statistically 
significant. Another important difference found among gthese 
fathers was that the Tulsa fathers were likely to be in late 
adolescence (that is. 18 to 20-year s-ol d ) when their first child 
was born. But the Chicago and Columbus fathers were likely to be 
in middle adolescence (that is. 15 to 17-year3-ol d) when they 
fathered their first child (X^ = 12.24. df = 2. P = .001 - see 
Table 2.19). 

2.22 Contraceptive Utilization; The Tuls a Sample 

Illustrated in Table 2.20 is the distribution of the Tulsa 
respondents by use of contraceptives in sexual intercourse. Forty 
(40) percent of the young father-s reported using contraceptives 
when they had sex. while (60) percent stated that they did not use 
any contraceptives. The main reason given bv the adolescent 
fathers for using contraceptives was to "keep from getting the 
girl pregnant" (see Table 2.21). "Don't like it" and "Can't get 
the feeling" were the two (2) most popular responses given by the 
Tulsa fathers for not using contraceptives when they had sex (see 
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TABLE 2.19 

Percent Distribution Of The Unwed Adolescent Fathers According 
To Age At Birth Of Their First Child By City Of Residence 



Age 


Tul sa 

N 


i 


Chi 
N 


cago 

% 


Columbus 
N 


% 


Total 
N % 


1 17 


7 


35 


17 


63 


38 


80 


62 65 


L 18 


13 


65 


10 


37 


10 


20 


33 35 


Total 


20 


21 


27 


28 


48 


51 


95 100 



TABLE 2.20 

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents Of 
Tulsa Use Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse 



Contraceptive Use 


N 


% 


Yes 


•8 


40 


No 


12 


60 


TABLE 2.21 






Reasons Given By Respondents Of Tulsa 


For Using 


Contraceptives 


Reason 


N 


% 


"Keep from getting the girl pregnant." 


6 


30 


"To prevent V.D." 


1 


5 


"To prevent V.D. and to keep from 
getting the girl pregnant. 


1 


5 
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Table 2.22). When these fathers did use a contraceptive, it was 
most likely to have been a rubber (or condom). (See Table 2.23). 

2.23 Contraceptive Utilization: The Chicago Sample 

Displayed in Table 2.24 is the distribution of the Chicago 
subjects according to the use of contraceptives by respondents in 
sexual intercourse. Thirty-three (33) percent of the Chicago 
fathers reported using contraceptives when they had sex," while 67 
percent stated that they did not use any contraceptives. The main 
reason given by these fathers for using contraceptives was to 
"keep from getting the girl pregnant." "Don't like it" was the 
most popular response given by the Chicago fathers for not using 
contraceptives when they had sex (see Table 2.25). When these 
young fathers did use a contraceptive, it was most likely to have 
been a rubber (or condom) also (see Table 2'.'25). 

2 .24 Contraceptive Utilization: The Columbus Sample 
Illustrated in Table 2.27 is the distribution of Columbus 

respondents by use of contraceptives in sexual intercourse. 
Twenty-seven (27) percent of the Columbus fathers reported using 
contraceptives when they had \ex, while seventy-three (73) percent 
stated that they did not use any contraceptives. The main reason 
given by these fathers for using contraceptives was to "keep from 
getting the girl pregnant" (see Table 2.28). "Don't want to" or 
"Don't like them" was the most popular response given by the unwed 
adolescent fathers for not using contraceptives when they had sex 
(see Table 2.29). When the Columbus fathers did use a 
contraceptive, it was most likely to have been a rubber (or 
condom) . (See Table 2.30) . 
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TABLE 2.22 



Reasons Given By The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
For Not Using Contraceptives 



Reason 






N 


% 


"Don't like it." 






/I 


C 

D 


"Girl uses the pill." 






2 


10 


"Can't get the feeling." 






3 


15 


"Don't believe in them." 






1 


5 


"No time to use anything." 






1 


C 

D 


"Haven't ever tried them." 






1 


c 
D 




TABLE 


2.23 






Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Tulsa By 
Form Of Contraceptive Used 




Form of Contraceptive 






N 


% 


Rubber (or condom) 






17 


85 


None 






3 


15 



TABLE 2.24 

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents of 
Chicago Use Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse 



Contraceptive Use 




N 




% 


Yes 




9 




33 


No 




18 




57 
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TABLE 2.25 



Reasons Given By The Chicago Unwed Adolescent 
Fathers For Not Using Contraceptives 



REASONS 



"I didn't need it the first time*" 


"I don't like it*" 


"I don't like them." 


"No need for it." 


"I don't feel right putting some- 
thing on**' 


"I don't think they should 
be used if you like her 
enough • " 


"I never messed with them before," 


"I just don*t." 


"I just don't like them." 


"They don't feel rujht*" 


"I don't like it-" 


"I don't feel it's 
necessarv." 


"I don't have ncne." 


"I look into it to see what 
the female is on." 


"I've just never used one." 


"Because I'm a naturalist." 


"I really wasn't aware of it - 
she wouldn't put up with it. 




TABLE 


2.26 


Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Chicago 
By Form Of Contraceptive Used 


Form of Contraceptive 


N % 


Rubber (or condom) . 


13 48 


None 


14 52 
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TABLE 2.27 

r^/^I^^M ^^strlbution According To Whether Respondents Of 
Columbus Use Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse 



Contraceptive Use ' H j — 

Yes 13 27 

35 73 



TABLE 2.28 

Reasons Given By Respondents Of Columbus 
For Using Contraceptives 



Reason 



"Keep from getting the girl pregnant." 10 

"To prevent V.D." 1 

"To prevent V.D. and to keep from getting 1 2 
the girl pregnant. 



21 
2 



TABLt 2.29 

Reasons Given By The Columbus Unwed Adolescent 
Fathers For Not Using Contraceptives 



Reason ' jj[ j— 

"Not necessary." 8 17 

"Waste of time." 1 2 

"No pleasure or can't get the feeling." 7 15 

"Girl on birth control." 3 5 

"Don't want to or don't like them." 12 25 

"Don't believe in them." 3 5 

"Don't like to buy them." 1 2 



TABLE 2.30 

Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Columbus By Form Of 

Contraceptive Used 



Form of Contraceptive n 



79 



96 



56 



Rubber (or condom) 27 

Rubber and Foam 2 4 

None 19 40 
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2.25 Contraceptive Utilization; A Comparative Analysis of 
TFe Tulsa . Chicago^ and Columbus Samples 

The weight of the findings indicated that the Tulsa and 
Chicago fathers were more similar than they were different when 
they were compared on their contracepti ve utilization behavior. 
Except for the finding that the Tulsa and Columbus fathers were 
more likely than were the Chicago fathers to use a condom when 
they did use a contraceptive for sex (X corrected for continstity 
= 5.24, df = 2, P = .07), no significant differences were observed 
among these fathers relative to their use of contraceptives; or, 
their reasons for using or not using contraceptives when they have 
sexual intercourse with a girl. It is important to keep in mind 
that this population of fathers was not inclined toward using a 
contraceptive when they had sex with a girl. 
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SECTION III 



Measurement and Analysis of The Attitudes of 
The Unwed Adolescent Fathers Toward Fatherhood 

Section III present?; a discussion of the Tulsa* Chicago* and 

Columbus fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood. Five (5) questions 

were used to elicit knowledge on the young fathers* attitudes 

toward their parenthood. These questions are as follows: 

0 Right before your first child was born, how ready did you 
feel to be a parent? 

0 Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready 
would you say you really were at that time? 

0 As an unwed father, are you concerned about your child's 
future? 

0 Do you see anything wrong in having a child 
out-of-wedlock? 

3 . 1 Att itt^des Toward Fatherhood: The Tulsa Sample 

Since it is commonly thought that adolescent fatherhood is a 
mistake, the Tulsa fathers were asked to respond to the question: 
"Right before your first child was born, how ready did you feel to 
be a parent?" Most of the fathers responded that they were either 
"very ready" (30 percent) or "somewhat ready" (35 percent); the 
remainder of the young fathers reported that they were either 
"somewhat unready" (20 percent) or "very unready" (15 percent). 
These responses were compared to those given for the question 
"Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready Would you 
say you really were at the time?" These comparisons are presented 
in Table 3*1. The proportion of fathers who felt "very unready" 
did not change. However* the frequency of those who felt either 
Q "very ready" or "somewhat ready" to be a father decreased from 
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sixty-five (65) percent to fifty-five (55) percent, while those 
who felt they were either "very unready" or "somewhat unready" 
increased from thirty-five (35) percent to forty-five (45) 
percent. Despite the findings regarding the Tulsa fathers ' 
perceived readiness to be a parent, all of them (100 percent) 
indicated they were concerned about their child's future. When 
viewed collectively, however, these findings dc not explain why a 
majority of these fathers (70 percent) saw nothing wrong in having 
a child out-of-wedlock. 

3.2 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood; The Chicago Sample 

When initially asked about their readiness to be a parent 
before the birth of their child, fifty-nine (59) percent of the 
Chicago fathers indicated a degree of unreadiness to be a parent. 
The remaining forty-one (41) percent indicated a degree of 
readiness to be a parent. This situation was reversed when the 
fathers responded to the question: "Knowing what you know now and 
looking back, how ready would you say you really were at that 
time?" The proportion of those Chicago fathers who felt a degree 
of readiness to be a fcither increased from forty-one (41) percent 
to fifty-nine (59) percent, while those who felt some degree of 
unreadiness to be a father decreased from fifty-nine (59) percent 
to forty-one (41) percent. These differences, as noted in Table 
3.2, however, were found not to be significant statistically. Not 
unlike the Tulsa fathers, a majority (96 percent) of the Chicago 
fathers also expressed concern about their child's future; and, 
most of them (89 percent) saw nothing wrong in having a child 
out-of-wedlock as well. 
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3.3 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood; The Columbus Sample 

To the question ''Right before your first child was born, how 
ready did you feel to be a parent," half of the Columbus fathers 
responded they were either "very ready" (12.5 percent) or 
"somewhat ready" (37.5 percent); the remainder of the young 
fathers reported they were either "somewhat unready" (19 percent) 
or "very unready'* (31 percent)* These responses were compared to 
those given for the question, "Knowing what you know now and 
looking back, how ready would you say you really were at that 
time?" These comparisons are presented in Table 3*3* The 
proportion of fathers who felt "very unready" changed slightly. 
However, the frequfincy of those who felt that they were either 
"very ready" or "somewhat ready" to be a father decreased from 
fifty (50) percent to forty-four (44) percent, while those who 
felt they were "very unready" or "somewhat unready" increased from 
fifty (50) percent to fifty-six (56) percent. Consistent with 
both the Tulsa and Chicago findings, all (100 percent) of the 
Columbus fathers indicated they were concerned about their child's 
future; and, seventy-seven (77) percent of them saw nothing wrong 
with having a child out-of-wedlock. 

3.4 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood: A Comparative Analysis of The 
Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples 

No statistically significant differences were observed among 
the fathers when they were compared on the variables selected to 
assess their attitudes toward fatherhood. The Chicago fathers, 
however, were more likely to indicate a degree of unreadiness to 
be a parent prior to the birth of their first child than were the 
fathers of either Tulsa or Columbus. In contrast, the Columbus 
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fathers ware more likely to indicate a degree of unreadiness to be 
a parent after the birth of their first child than were the 
fathers of Tulsa or Chicago. 

TABLE 3.1 

Tne Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of Readiness 
For Parenthood Before And After Birth Of Child 



Percei ved 
Readiness 


Before 
N 


Birth 
% 


After 
N 


Birth 

% 


Very Ready 


6 


30 


5 


25 


Somewhat Ready 


7 


35 


6 


30 


Somewhat Unready 


4 


20 


6 


30 


Very Unready 


3 


15 


3 


15 




TABLE 3.2 








The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception 
For Parenthood Before And After Birth Of 


Of Readiness 
Child 


Perceived 
Readiness 


Before 
N 


Birth 
% 


After 
N 


Birth 

% 


Very Ready 


7 


25 


7 


25 


Somewhat Ready 


4 


15 


9 


33 


Somewhat Unready 


13 


48 


5 


19 


Very Unready 


3 


11 


6 


22 
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TABLE 3.3 

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of Readiness 
For Parenthood Before And After Birth Of Child 

— Percei ve'3 ' Before Birth After Birth 
Read ines s N ? 5! L. 

Very Ready 

Somewhat Ready 

Somewhat Unready 

Very Unready 



6 

18 
9 

15 



12.5 
37.5 
19 
31 



5 

16 
13 
14 



10 
34 
27 
29 



SECTION IV 

Measurement and Analysis of The Relationship Between The 
Unwed Adolescent Fathers and The Mothers of Their First Child 

Section IV describes the nature of select aspects of the 
relationship between the Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus fathers and 
the mothers of their first child. Five (5) questions were used in 
the presentation of the results that follow. In the main, these 
questions dealt with the father's perception of his relationship 
with the mother of his child. 

4.1 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother: 
The Tulsa Sample 

In Table 4.1, it will be observed that, both prior to and 
after pregnancy of the mothers of their first child, a majority of 
the Tulsa fathers perceived their relationship with the mothers of 
their children to be one of love. Similarly, it will be observed 
in Table 4.2 that a majority of these fathers said they believed 
the mothers of their first child felt the relationship between 
them was one of love. Further support for these findings may be 
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noted in that eighty-five (85) percent of the Tulsa fathers 

responded in the negative to the question "^Do you see serious 

problems in the current relationship between you and the mother of 

your first child?" Those fathers who gave positive answers to 

this question described their problems as follows; 

"Child support; she doesn't want me to see the baby." 

"Lack of understanding, communication, and disagreeing in 
general . " 

"Being young and other fellows trying to talk to her; and 
arguments around things that the baby does." 

4.2 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother: 
The Chicago SampTe 

In Table 4.3, it will be seen that, both prior to and after 
the pregnancy of the mothers of their first child, a majority of 
the Chicago fathers, as well, perceived their relationship with 
the mothers of their children to be one of love. Although a 
majority of these fathers believed the mothers of their children 
felt the 'relationship between them was one of love both prior to 
and after the pregnancy (see Table 4.4), they did not believe this 
as strongly after the birth of the child (63 percent) as they did 
before the birth of the child (89 percent). This difference was 
found to be significant statistically (X^ corrected for continuity 
= 3.65, df = 1. P = .07). 

Additional support is given to these findings as seventy-four 
(74) percent of the Chicago fathers responded in the negative to 
the question "Do you see serious problems in the current 
relationship between you and the mother of your first child?" 
Those fathers who gave positive answers to this question described 
their problems as follows: 
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"Not spending- enough time with the mother" (that Is, mother 
of his child). 

"She's going with someone else and I am also." 

"With girlfriend's mother." 

"Her mo'lher Is turning her against me." 

"Not communicating." 

"Lack of money." 

4.3 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother: 
The Columbus Sample 

At least fifty (50) percent of the Columbus fathers, both 
prior to and after the pregnancy of the mothers of their first 
child, perceived their relationship with the youncj mothers to be 
one of love (see Table 4.5). Although a majority of the Columbus 
fathers believed the mothers of their children felt the 
relationship between them was one cf love prior to and after the 
pregnancy (see Table 4.6), they did not believe this as strongly 
after the birth of their children (46 percent) as they did before 
the birth of their children (62 percent). This difference was 
found to be statistically significant (X^ = 2.69, df = 1, P = 
.10). 

Further support for these findings may be noted in that 

seventy-nine (79) percent of the Col umbus adolescent fathers 

responded in the negative to the question "Do you see serious 

problems in the current relationship between you and the mother of 

your first child?" Those fathers who gave positive answers to 

this question described their problems as follows: 

"Cause she lied about her age, I felt kind of bad taking 
the strain from her mother not wanting me around, and didn't 
want me to see the baby." 
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"She forced me into doing things for her and the child." 
••She acts silly; I ain't supporting the baby.'' 
•^Lot of di sagreement . •• 
••Problems of in-laws." 

"When another guy is over, I can't see my son." 

"She always bugging me about money." 

"She keep reminding me I got a baby." 

"She thinks I'm playing with other women." 

"I don't trust her in certain ways." 

"She say I don't come over enough to see the baby*" 

4.4 Relationship Between Adolescent Fathers and The Unwed Mother: 
A Comparative Analysis of The Tu1sa> Chicago^ And Columbus 
Samples 

As has been the case for much of the analysis presented in 
the report, little difference was noted, in the responses of the 
fathers, when they were compared, on the five (5) questions used to 
assess the nature of the relationship between them and the mothers 
of their first child.. The only important difference that was 
found was more in degree than in direction, that is, a majority of 
the fathers believed the mothers of their children regarded their 
relationship to be one of love after her pregnancy; however, the 
Tulsa fathers were more likely to believe this about the mother of 
their child than were the Chicago and Columbus fathers. This 
difference was found to be significant statistically (X corrected 
for continuity ^ 9.71, df « 2, P = <*01). All other comparison 
between these fathers' responses, on the five (5) questions 
alluded to above did not produce any significant differences 
between them. 
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TABLE 4.1 



The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of The Relatinnchin 
Between Then, And The Mothers Of Their'fi;?? ChlIS%efo?rAnd 
After The Mothers Became Pregnant 



Character of 
Relat lonship 


Before 
N 


Pregnancy 
% 


After 
11 


r r cgn a n c y 

t 


Love 


15 


75* 


16 


80 


Friendship 


3 


15 


3 


15 


Casual 


2 


10 


1 


S 


Hostile 


.0- 


-0- 


-0. 


-0- 



TABLE 4.2 
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5!J^^5 ^I!*'^^ Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of How Thev 
p!? °^ '^^^^^ ^^^^^ ChuS Regarded The!'^ 

Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant 



Character of 
Rel atlonshiD 




Before Pregnancy 
N % 


After 
N 


Pregnancy 
% 


Love 




19 gs 


18 


90 


Friendship 




1 5 


1 


5 


Casual 




-0- -0- 


-0- 


-0. 


Hostile 




-0- .0- 




-0- 






TABLE 4.3 






The Chlcagj Unwed 
Relationship Between 
Before And 


Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of The 
Them And The Mothers Of Their First Child 
After The Mothers Became Pregnant 


Character of 
Relationship 




Before Pregnancy 
H t 


After 
H 


Pregnancy 
X 


Love 




17 63 


17 


63 


Friendship 




5 18.5 


6 


22 


Casual 




5 18.5 


3 


11 


Hostile 




-0- .0- 


1 


1 



'ABLE 4.4 



The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of How Thev 
Believed The Mothers Of Their First Child Regarded Their 
Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant 



Character of 
Relationship 


Before P 
N 


regnancy 
% 


After 
H 


Pregnancy 
X 


Love 


24 


89 


17 


63 


Friendship 


1 


4 


6 


22.2 


Casual 


2 


7 


2 


7.4 


Hostile 


-0- 


•0- 


2 


7.4 




89 


106 ■ 







TABLE 4.5 



The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Pf'^^ption Of The 
Relationship Between Them And The Mothers Of Their First Child 
Before and After The Mothers Became Pregnant 



Character of 
Relationship 


Before Pregnancy 
N % 


After 
N 


Pregnancy 
% 


Love 


30 


63 


24 


50 


Friendship 


11 


23 


14 


29 


Casual 


5 


10 


7 


15 


Hosti le 


2 


4 


3 


6 




TABLE 4.6 








The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception 0^ How They 
Believed The Mothers Of Their First Child Regarded Their 
Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant 


Character of 
Rel ationship 


Before Pregnancy 
N X 


After 
N 


Kregn ancy 
% 


Love 


30 


62 


22 


46 


Friendship 


8 


17 


17 


35 


Casual 


8 


17 


6 


13 


Hostile 


2 


4 


3 


6 



SECTION V 

Measurement and Analysis of The Differences Between The 
Columbus Young Fathers and Their Controls 

The results of this section are presented in three parts: 
Part I concentrates on select aspects of the social and 
psychological profile of the Columbus young fathers and their 
controls; Part II involves an examination of the problems faced by 
the subjects and the ways they coped with them; and. in Part III. 
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questions relating to the respondents' sexual knowledge, 
attitudes, and practi'^es are examined. 

5.1 Measurement and Analysis of Select Aspects of The Social and 
Psychological Profile of The Columbus Unmarried Adolescent 
Fathers and Their Controls 

Illustrated in Tables 5.1 to 5.3 are the select psychosocial 
and demographic variables chosen to describe the subjects. It 
will be observed in those tables that the unmarried adolescent 
fathers and their matched counterparts were more similar than they 
were different on the variables selected to describe them. Even 
so, three (3) significant differences were found between them. 
First, the data revealed that the young fathers wer^ more likely 
to be employed than were their control's (P = .04). Secondly, it 
was shown that the fathers were more likely to be out of school 
than were the non-fathers (P = .001). Of those fathers who were 
not attending school at the time of their interview, fifty-six 
(56) percent of them, as opposed to none of the non-fathers, had 
dropped out, that is, completed less than twelve (12) years of 
school and were not attending any type of school at the time of 
their interview. 

The third difference noted between the fathers and 
non-fathers concerned external locus of control (see Table 5.3). 
On the one hand, the young fathers were more likely than were the 
non-fathers to feel they could do very little to change their life 
(P « .02); and, on the other, the fathers were more likely than 
were their controls to feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds 
or gets ahead (P = < .001) . 

To understand more about the differences observed between the 
young fathers and their controls, a discriminant function analysis 
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was conducted to determine which of the significant variables-- 
that is, employment status, school status, and the external locus 
of control variables-- were most important in differentiating 
fathers from non-fathers. With the exception of employment 
status, these variables provided significant multivariate 
separation between the fathers and non-fathers ( x = 0«72); 
Canonical Correlation = 0.53; = 31.28, df = 3; P = <.001). 
The variable that contributed most to the differentiation Letween 
the fathers and non-fathers was school status, that is, whether 
the subject '.'as attending any type of school at the time of his 
interview (see Table 5.4). 

As a check of the adequacy of these variables in predicting a 
Black adolescent male'^ status as a father, the authors used 
discriminant function analysis as a classification technique^ It 
has been pointed out that, by classifying the cases used to derive 
the discriminant function in the first place and comparing 
predicted group membership with actual group membership, one can 
empirically measure the success in discrimination by observing the 
proportion of correct classifications (Nie^aJ_., 1975). The 
results of the classification analysis are illustrated in Table 
5.5. It will be observed that seventy-four (74) percent of the 
"grouped" cases were classified correctly* Nevertheless, these 
selected variables explained only twenty-eight (28) percent of the 
variance in predicting unmarried adolescent fatherhood. The 
amount of variance explained by this set of variables was obtained 
by squaring the Canonical Correlation Coefficient 0.53. 
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TABLE 5.1 



Mean Comparisons Among Select Study Characteristics 
Of The Young Fathers And Their Controls 



Characteristics 



Fathers 



Non-Fathers 



Age 

Age at First 
Sexual Intercourse 
With A Girl 

Family Size^ 

Positive Well-beipg* 



Mean 
16. e'^ 

11.4 

5.8 
25.5 



S.O.* 
1.6 

3.1 

2.3 
5.2 



Mean 
16.7 

10.8 

5.9 
26.8 



S.O. P-Value 



1.9 

3.4 

2.9 
3.9 



NS' 

NS 

NS 
NS 



Standard Deviation. 

^Age of the young father at the birth (or conception) of his first 
Chi Id. 

^Not significant statistically. 

^Family size as used here refers to the number of children in the 
family of origin of the subjects. 

^PosHive well-being as used here denotes the affect quality of 
the ir^ner personal state of an individual that may range from 
feeling pleased, happy, or elated (Dupuy, 1978). 
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TABLE 5.2 



Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Demographi c 
Traits Of The Young Fathers And Their Controls 



Traits Fathers Non-Fathers 





N 


% 


N 


% 


P-Value^ 


Years of School Completed 












12 
12 


31 
17 


65 
35 


36 
14 


72 
28 




School Status^ 












Attending School 
Not Attending School 


21 
27 


44 
56 


42 

8 


84 
16 


.001 


Employment Status 












Empl eyed 
Not Employed 


27 
21 


56 
44 


18 
32 


36 
64 


.04 


Presence of Father In Home 












Present 
Not Present 


29 
19 


60 
A n 


35 

1 E 
It) 


70 

JO 


NS 


Active Church Member 












Yes 


11 
37 


23 
77 


19 
31 


38 
62 


NS 


Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers 












Yes 
No 


25 
23 


52 
48 


20 
30 


40 
60 


NS 


Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers 










Yes 
No 


17 
31 


35 
65 


23 
27 


46 
54 


NS 


^P-Value arrived at through 
stati sties . 


calculation 


of 


the Chi 


- s q u are 



Not significant statistically. 

School status at the time of the Interview. 
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TABLE 5.3 



Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control Of 
The Young Fathers And Their Controls 



INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? 

Fathers Non-Fathers 
NX H % 

Yes 43 90 43 86 

No 5 10 7 14 

2 

X = 0.29, df = 1, P-value not significant. 

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain 
that you can make them work? 

Fathers Non-Fathers 
H X H % 

Yes 40 83 40 80 

No 8 17 10 20 

X- = 0.18, df = 1, P-Value not significant. 

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL 

Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

Fathers Non-Fathers 
NX NX 

Yes 27 56 16 32 

No 21 44 34 68 

X^ = 5.85, df = 1, P-value = .02. 

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets 
ahead? 

Fathers Non-Fathers 
NX NX 

Yes 27 56 9 18 

No 21 44 41 82 

X^ « 15.42, df = 1, P-value < .001 . 
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TABLE 5.4 



Discriminant Function Analysis For Discriminating Between 
The Unmarried Adolescent Fathers And Their Controls 



Standardized Discriminant 
Variables Function Coefficient P-Val 



School Status 

Trusting to Luck 

Can Do Little to Change Life 

^Level of significance (F-test). 



ue! 

0.7278 .001 
0.4861 .001 
0.3888 .03 



TABLE 5.5 

Classification Results For Predicting 
Unmarried Adolescent Fatherhood 



Predi cted Group Membership 

Actual Group N 12 

N % t\ % 

Group 1 48 36 75 12 25 
Fathers 

Group 2 50 13 26 37 74 
Non-Fathers 

Percent of "Grouped" Cases Classified Correctly: 74.49 
percent . 
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5.2 Problems He Has And The Ways He Copes With Them; A Compara- 
tive Analysis of The Columbus Young Fathers And Their 
Controls 

The non-fathers, as were the fathers (in Section 1,10 of this 
report), were asked about problems they faced as well as the types 
of problems they discussed with someone when they had a personal 
problem. Problems relating either *to fighting, school, 
employment, or girls were among the more frequent responses given 
by the conrols in terms of the problems they faced as non-fathers. 
Other problems encountered by them included the following: 

0 Racial discrimination 

0 Parents separation 

0 Peer pressure to commit illegal acts 

0 Problems with the police 

0 Drugs 

0 Having a curfew 

0 Arguments with parents 

0 Concern for general health 

0 Not being prepared enough in life to do things they want 
to do 

Twenty-six (26) percent of the controls indicated they did 
not face any problems. 

Even so, sixty-six (66) percent of the controls indicated 
they did discuss problems with others when they had a personal 
problem. Prominent among the problems likely to be discussed 
include problems relating to: school, employment, girls, and 
other people in general. Problems discussed by the controls less 
frequently include the following: 
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0 Acne 

0 Leaving home 
0 Sexual problems 

0 Peer pressure to get into trouble 

0 How to do certain things 

0 Getting along with parents 

0 Personal problems in general 
The controls were likely to handle these problems by turning to a 
family member (see Table 5.6). The member sought out most was the 
non-father's mother (see Table 5.7). 

Essentially, no statistical differences were observed between 
the young fathers and their controls in the manner by which they 
chose to handle the assortment of problems with which they were 
confronted as adolescent males (see Table 5.8). Similarly, a 
comparison of the subjects' responses to the question: "If you 
had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to for advice 
or help?", revealed that a majority of them would go either to 
their mothers or fathers for advice or help (see Table 5.9). For 
both the fathers and their controls, the person asked to provide 
assistance most was their mother; however, the non-fathers were 
more likely to do so than were the fathers (X * 2.73, df = 1, P = 
.10). 
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TABLE 5.6 



The Adolescent Non-Fathers' Response To The Question: 
"Whom Would You Go To First With A Problem?" 



Subjects' Response To Question N 



Family 38 76 

Friends 11 22 

Outsiders (i.e., agencies) 1 2 



TABLE 5.7 

The Adolescent Non-Fathers' Response To The Question: 
"If You Had A Personal Problem, Whom Or Where Would You Go 

To For Advice or Help?" 



Subjects' Response To Question N %_ 

Mother 26 52 

Father -8 16 

Mother or Father -0- -0- 

Brother -3 6 

Sister 1 2 

Friend 8 16 

Minister 1 2 

Self 3 6 

Agency -0- -0- 
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TABLE 5.8 



The Unwed Adolescent Fathers And Their Controls' Responses 
To The Question: "Whom Would You Go To First With A Problem?" 



Subjects' Response* 


Fathers 




Non- 


Fathers 




N 


% 


N 


% 


Fami ly 


42 


88 


38 


76 


Fr iends 


5 


10 


11 


22 


Social Agency 


1 


2 


1 


2 



*A chi-square analysis revealed no significant differences in the 
responses of the fathers and their controls. 



TABLE 5.9 

The Unwed Adolescent Fathers and Their Controls' Responses To The 
Question: "If You Had A Personal Problem, Whom or Where Would You 

Go To For Advice Or Help?" 



Subjects' Response 


Fathers 




Non 


-Fathers 




N 


% 


N 


% 


Mother 


17 


35 


26 


52 


Father 


7 


15 


8 


16 


Mother or Father 


5 


10 


-0- 


-0- 


Brother 


3 


6 


3 


6 


Si ster 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Friend 


8 


17 


8 


16 


Mini ster 


-0- 


-0- 


1 


2 


Self 


6 


13 


3 


6 


Social Agency 


1 


2 


-0- 


-0- 
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5.3 Se xual Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices; A Comparative 
MaTvsis of The Columbus Young Fathers And Their Controls 



Main Source of Sex Information 

The Columbus unmarried adolescent fathers and their controls 
were asked "When you first learned about sex, what was your main 
source of Information?" It will be observed In Table 5.10 that a 
friend was most likely to be the main source of sex information, 
for both the fathers and non-fathers, when they first learned 
about sex. This finding was more likely to be true for 
non-fathers than it was for the young fathers; however, this 
difference was not statistically significant. 

TABLE 5.10 

Percent Distribution Of Subjects According To Main Sources 

Of Information On Sex 



Source 


Fathers 




Non 


-Fathers 




N 


X 


N 


% 


Friends 


24 


50 


33 


66 


Books 


5 


10 


2 


4 


Mother 


1 


2 


3 


6 


Doctor 


-0- 


-0- 


2 


4 


Pamphl ets 


-0- 


-0- 


-0- 


,0- 


Teacher 


5 


10 


6 


12 


Father 


4 


8 


3 


6 


Films 


-0- 


-0- 


1 


2 


Other 


9 


19 


.0- 


-0- 
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Knowledge of Sex 

Six (6) statements that were to be answered "true" or "false" 
were used to obtain information pertaining to the sexual knowledge 
of the young fathers and their control-. These statements are 
shown in Table 5.11. A chi-square analysis revealed no 
statistically significant differences between the fathers and 
non-fathers in their responses to those six (6) statements. Even 
so, the findings suggested that the subjects may have some gaps in 
their sexual knowledge. For example, less than half of the 
subjects knew that a douche is not a reliable method of 
contraception and that even if a male practices withdrawal, his 
partner may still become pregnant. Perhaps the most salient 
finding was that only twenty-one (21) percent of the fathers and 
twenty-four (24) percent of the non-fathers could identify the 
time during the menstrual cycle when conception is most likely to 
occur . 

Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy 

Statements that were to be answered "true" or "false" were 
used to obtain information concerning the subjects' attitudes 
toward abortion, contraception, and sexuality. These statements 
and the subjects' responses to them are shown in Table 5.12. 
These items are the same as those employed by Vadies and Hale 
(1977) in their study of the attitudes of 1,017 adolescent males 
about abortion, contraception, and sexuality. 
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TABLE 5.11 



Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements 
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Young Fathers 
And Their Controls 



Statement 



Fathers 



Non-Fathers 



N 



A douche (girl washing herself 

after sexual intercourse) is a 17 

good method to grevent 

pregnancies (F) 

A male's sperm lives less 

than one day inside a woman. (F) 31 

Rubbers help prevent V.O. (T) 39 

A girl can most easily get 

pregnant just before her 10 

period begins. (F) 

Rubbers help prevent unwanted 
pregnancies. (T) 35 

During sexual intercourse, if a 
male takes out his penis before 18 
coming, his girl may get preg- 
nant anyway. (T) 



35 

55 
81 

21 

73 
37 



22 



44 



36 
43 

12 



72 
86 

24 



43 86 
18 36 



Correct response to statement. 



o 
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Attitudes Toward Abort ion > Statements 7 and 8 were used to 
assess the subjects' attitudes about abortion (Table 5*12), A 
majority of the young fathers and their controls indicated that* 
if they were responsible for the pregnancy, they would not want a 
girl to have an abortion. Similarly, they would not want their 
sexual mate to have an abortion "because it's wrong." 

Att i tudes Toward Contraception . Statements 1, 3, 4, and 6 
directly or indirectly assessed the subjects' attitudes about 
contraceptive responsibility (Table 5.12). The non-fathers were 
more likely than were the fathers to disagree with the statement 
that pregnancy, when it occurs, is "her fault because she should 
have protected herself" (X^ = 4.24, df ^ 1, P = .04). A majority 
of the young fathers and their controls responded "true" to the 
statement that "birth control is for girls only." At least 
two-thirds of the fathers and non-fathers disagreed with the 
statement "It's not right to use birth control" (Table 5.12). The 
non-fathers were more likely than were the fathers to agree that a 
guy should use birth control whenever possible. This difference, 
however, was not statistically significant. 

Attitudes Toward Sex and Pregnancy. The attitudes of the 
young fathers and their controls are shown in Table 5.12. The 
majority of the fathers and their controls disagreed with 
Statement 2: "It's O.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that 
you can have sex with her." 

It has been reported in the literature that young males find 
sex important because it affirms their masculinity (Nelson and 
Segrist, 1976). To Statement 5: "Getting a girl pregnant proves 
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TABLE 5.12 



Percent Distribution -Of Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
And Their Controls Responding True Or False To Statements 
Exploring Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, 
And Pregnancy By Statement 



Statements 



Fathers 
True False 

H % n % 



Non- Fat hers 
True False 

n % N % 



It's not right to use 16 33 32 67 

birth control. 

It's O.K. to tell a girl that 14 29 34 71 
you love her so that you can 
have sex with her. 

If a guy gets a girl 14 29 34 71 

pregnant, it's her fault, 
not his because she should 
have protected herself. ^ 



Birth control is for girls 27 
only. 

Getting a girl pregnant 5 
proves that you are a man. 

A guy should use birth con- 21 
trol whenever possible. 

If I got a girl pregnant, I 5 
would want her to have an 
abortion. 



56 
10 
44 
10 



21 44 

43 90 

27 56 

43 90 

11 23 



If I got a girl pregnant, 37 77 

I would not want her to 
have an abortion because 
it's wrong. 

Sex education is nothing / 15 41 85 

but a waste of time. 

My friends and I talk 24 50 24 50 

about the sex that we have. 



12 24 38 76 



13 26 37 74 



6 12 43 86 



29 58 21 42 



.0- -0- 50 100 



26 52 24 48 



3 6 47 94 



35 70 15 30 



2 4 48 95 



27 54 23 46 



*One (1) non-father refused to answer this question, 
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that you are a man," most of the fathers and non-fathers 
di sagreed . 

Sharing Sex Information With Peers. Since a peer group is a 
source of affirmation and approval (Vadies and Hale. 1977), it is 
important to know whether the subjects shared the fact of sexual 
activity with their friends. To statement 10, "My friends and I 
talk about the sex we have," at least half of the fathers and 
non-fathers indicated they shared their experiences with friends. 

Attitudes Toward Sex Education. The younp fathers and their 
controls were asked about their view of sex education . It was 
expected they would place little value on sex education because it 
is commonly alleged that males "know all about it anyhow" (Vadies 
and Hale, 1977). At least four-fifths of the fathers and their 
controls indicated that sex education was not a waste of time 
(Statement 9, Table 5.12). 

Sexual Experience 

Table 5.13 reveal,s the distribution of the respondents by age 
at first sexual intercourse with a girl. The non-fathers (60 
percent) were slightly more likely than were the fathers (56 
percent) to have had their first sexual intercourse at age twelve 
(12) years or less. A majority of the fathers (75 percent) and a 
majority of the non-fathers (84 percent) had their first sexual 
experience with a girl by the time they were 1 3 -years-old. 
Regardless of their age, both the fathers (65 percent) and the 
non-fathers (78 percent) were likely to report that they felt 
either satisfaction, happiness, or pride after their first sexual 
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TABLE 5.13 



Percent Distribution Of Respondents According To Age At 
First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl 



Age 


Fathers 




Non-Fathers 




N 


i 


N i 


< 12 


27 


56 


30 60 


13 


9 


19 


12 24 


14 


5 


10 


5 10 


15 


4 


8 


1 2 


>16 


3 


7 


2 4 
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intercourse with a girl* The remaining subjects reported they 
felt either dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion. 



Illustrated in Table 5.14 is the distribution of respondents 
by use of contraceptives when they have sexual intercourse. It 
will be noted that the fathers were less likely than were the 
non-fathers to use contraceptives during sexual intercourse (X = 
14.89, df « 1, P = <.00l). M don't want to" or M don't like 
them" was the most popular response given by the fathers for not 
using contraceptives when they had sex. When either the young 
father or non-father used a contraceptive, it was most likely to 
have been a rubber (or condom) (see Table 5.15). 

The contraceptive users when compared with the 
n on-con traceot i ve users, regardless of fatherhood status, were 
more likely to believe in the use of birth control, to believe 
that condoms prevented unwanted pregnancies, and they were 
slightly more likely to be active church members. They were, 
however, considerably less likely to believe that one can do very 
little to change his life or to believe that it is mostly luck if 
one succeeds or gets ahead. Further analysis of these data 
r«ivealed that non-contr aceptors were more likely to have negative 
attitudes toward the practice of birth control, and these 
attitudes were likely to be associated with a belief in luck and a 
lack of faith in one's power to influence one's life. 

To understand more about the motivation for contraceptive use 
among the subjects, a discriminant function analysis was conducted 
to determine the extent to which a s^el^ted set of variables was 
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TABLE 5.14 



Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents Use 
Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse 



Contraceptive Use 


Fathers 




Non-Fathers 




N 


i 


N % 


Yes 


13 


27 


33 66 


No 


35 


73 


17 34 


^ 14.89, df = 


1, P = .001. 








TABLE 5.15 






Percent Distribution Of 


Respondents By Form Of 


Contraceptive Used 


Form of Contraceptive 


Fathers 




Non-Fathers 




N 


i 


N i 


Rubber (or condom) 


27 


56 


36 72 


None 


19 


40 


13 26 


Other 


2 


4 


1 2 
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important in differentiating between these subjects as to whether 
they would use contraceptives. The following variables were 
Included to facilitate this analysis: 

1. Active church member* 

2. Belief that it is the girl's responsibility to protect 
herself from getting pregnant. 

3. Belief that condoms help prevent unwanted pregnancies. 

4. Belief that one can do little to change one's life. 

5. Trusting to luck. 

6. School status. 

These variables were chosen because they were thought to be 
associated with premarital intercourse among adolescents (Chilman, 
1 9 78 ). With the exception of the variables school status, a 
belief that it is the girl's responsibility to protect herself 
from getting pregnant, and a belief that one can do little to 
change one's life, there was significant multivariate separation 
between the contr aceptors and non-contr aceptors on the predictor 
variables shown in Table 5.16 (> = 0.80; Canonical Correlation = 
0.45; = 21.20, df « 3; P = <. 0 0 1 ) . The variable that 
contributed most to the differentiation between these two groups 
was a belief that condoms help prevent unwanted pregnancies. 

As a check of the adequacy of these variables in 
discriminating between contraceptors and non-contraceptors , a 
discriminant function analysis was used as a classification 
.technique. It will be observed in Table 5.17 that sixty-eight 
(68) percent of the "grouped" cases were classified correctly* 
Even so, these variables explained only twenty (20) percent of the 
variance In predicting group membership. The amount of variance 
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TABLE 5.16 

Discriminant Function Analysis For Discriminating Between 
Contraceptors And Non-Contraceptors 



Standardized Discriminant 7 
Variables Function Coefficient P-Value 

Belief that condoms help 0.7316 .001 

prevent unwanted pregnancies 

Trusting to luck 0.6338 .01 

Church attendance 0.5237 .01 

*Level of significance (F-test). 

TABLE 5.17 

Classification Results For Predicting Contraceptive Use 



Actual Group 1 2 



Predicted Group Membership 
1 2 
N % H % 



Group 1 45 36 80 9 20 

Contraceptors 

Group 2 52 22 42 30 58 

Non-Contraceptors 

Percent of "Grouped" Cases Classified Correctly: 68.04 percent. 

^Missing value not included. 
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explained by these variables was obtained by squaring the 
Canonical Correlation Coefficient 0.45. 

Discussion and Conclusions 

This report presents two inter-related analyses of the data 
involving a limited population of unmarried Black adolescent 
fathers in Tulsa, Oklahoma; Chicago, Illinois; and Columbus, Ohio; 
and a limited population of non-fathers from Columbus, Ohio. One 
deals with differences among the fathers across the three cities, 
the other with the differences between fathers and non-fathers in 
Columbus, Ohio. Although some differences were found among the 
fathers when compared across these cities, the overall major 
findings were similar. Similarly, the differences observed 
between the fathers and non-fathers were minimal, and were only 
infrequently significant statistically. 
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A Comparative Analysis of the Tulsa. Chicago, 
and Columbus Samples 

Although the fathers were found to be more similar than they 
were different when compared across the cities in terms of who 
they were and what they were like, several statistically 
significant differences were found to exist among them. Young 
fathers of Tulsa were more likely to be older ( 18 years old) at 
the birth (or conception) of their child than were either the 
fathers in Chicago or Columbus ( 17 years old). This finding 
may be explained in part by the data that revealed the Tulsa 
fathers were more likely to have had their first coital experience 
with a girl at a later age than were either the Chicago or 
Columbus fathers. Moreover, the Tulsa fathers were more likely to 
have completed twelve (12) or more years of school than were 
either the fathers of Chicago or Columbus. The difference here 
may have been affected by the socioeconomic status of the fathers; 
however, it cannot be stated with certainty since the author did 
not measure the socioeconomic status of the subjects. Young 
fathers in both Tulsa and Columbus were more likely to be employed 
than were those in Chicago. Possibly, these two (2) cities had 
more favorable employment opportunities for Black teenage males 
than did the city of Chicago. 

When viewed collectively, these findings provide suggestions 
for the focus of program services for those interested in 
developing social services for unmarried Black adolescent fathers. 
These data would suggest that at least two (2) categories of young 
fathers may be in need of human services: those who are 17-years- 
old or younger and those who are IB-years-old or older. It has 
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suggested In the literature that because of their limited 
education, their general Inability to cope with financial 
responsibilities, and their level of emotional or social maturity, 
young fathers 17-years-old or younger are likely to need 
counseling and supportive services to meet their new situation as 
a father (Howard, 1975), The literature would suggest also that 
fathers 18 years old or older are likely to have a different set 
of concerns from those 17-years-old or younger (Howard, 1975). 
These concerns may range from problems of youthful parenting and, 
in some cases, of youthful marriage to legal consequences from 
possible charges of statutory rape. 

Relative to their problems, no significant differences were 
found among the fathers in the specific content of the problems 
they had faced or the problems they were likely to discuss with 
someone when they ask them for help. Of more importance perhaps, 
is that the problems encountered by these fathers varied. For 
example, these fathers reported having problems with: providing 
for their child; the unwed mothers; the young mother's family and 
their own as well; their child restricting their freedom; being 
able to finish school; finding employment; coping with being a 
father; and with setting a good example in their child's presence. 
What these findings would suggest is that program administrators 
should guard against stereotyping young fathers and their service 
needs. 
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Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices cf 
the Married Adolescent Fathers 

Sources of Sex Information. A majority of the fathers in 
each of the cities surveyed learn about sex from friends. These 
findings are consistent with what others have reported in the 
literature regarding sources of sex Information (Lancet, et. al., 
1978; Masland. 1978 ; Finkel and Finkel, 1975). Parents of the 
subjects were used infrequently as a source for sex information. 
This finding may have resulted in part because parents may be 
reluctant to discuss sexual matters with their children (Shapiro. 
1980) . 

Knowledge of Sex. In line with the findings of other reports 
(Elster and Panzarine, 1980). the findings for this population of 
young fathers indicated they may not be well informed in sexual 
n.atters. For example, the fathers of Tulsa were more likely to 
know that VD in the mother could cause her baby to be stillborn or 
blind than were the fathers of Chicago. The fathers of Chicago, 
on the other hand, were more likely to know that VD is both 
gonorrhea and syphilis. Supportive of Finkel andFinkel's 
findings (1975). the findings here indicate that a majority of the 
young fathers in all three (3) the cities studied could not 
identify the time during the menstrual cycle when a girl is most 
likely to get pregnant. 

Attitudes Toward Sex Education. Sex education was thought by 
the majority of these fathers not to be a waste of time. This 
finding is in accord with a similar result reported by Vadies and 
Hale (1977). These authors reported that eighty-four (84) percent 
of their sample felt that sex education was not a waste of time. 



The authors did not make clear whether their subjects had sex 
education prior to participating in their study. It is possible 
these fathers* view on sex education in such a potentially 
positive light may have been influenced by their prior experience 
in a sex education program. 

Attitudes Toward Sex^ Contraception, and Pregnancy, The 
majority of all fathers studied thought it was wrong to tell a 
girl they loved her in order to have sex with her. Three-fifths 
of the subjects in Vadies and Hale's (1977 ) sample thought the 
opposite. The difference here may be influenced by whether the 
relationship between the young male and female was casual or 
stable. Also, the difference may have been influenced by the 
variance of such factors as age, religion, education, employment, 
and race in the two samples. Subjects in the Vadies and Hale 
sample included Black, white, and Hispanic adolescents. Cultural 
norms and beliefs are thought to influence the oerception of sex 
roles and sexuality (Johnson and Staples, 1979). 

Regarding attitudes toward abortion, the findings revealed a 
marked sentiment against abortion. These results support those 
reported by Vadies and Hale ( 1977 ) that Black adolescent males 
tend to disapprove of abortion. The reason for the strong 
anti -abort ion bias of this group of unmarried adolescent fathers 
may have been due in part to their relationship with the mothers 
of their children being more meaningful than is commonly assumed. 

Some credence is giver to this observation as it was found 
that most of the fathers disagreed that pregnancy when it occurs 
is "her fault because she should have protected herself." 
Moreover, most of the subjects disagreed with the statement "It's 
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not right to use birth control." Also, most of the young fathers 
agreed that "a guy should use birth control whenever possible." 
These latter two statements are at variance with the results 
reported by Vadies and Hale ( 1977) for these same statements. 
These differences in results may be due in part to the nature of 
the sample population. Vadies and Hale (1977) did not specify 
whether their subjects included any unmarried adolescent fathers. 
If they were not included in their sample, then it may be 
speculated these subjects' inclination toward sharing 
contraceptive responsibility with the female would be associated 
with their not wanting to sdd to their responsibilities as a young 
father. 

Sexual Experience. No significant differences were observed 
between the fathers with respect either to their age at the time 
of their first sexual intercourse with a girl or to how they felt 
after their first sexual intercourse with a girl. Whatever their 
feelings, most of the respondents indicated they shared the fact 
of their sexual activity with friends. This would suggest that 
peer pressure may provide some of the impetus for sexual activity 
among theie young fathers. While sharing knowledge of sexual 
experience with friends may not be causally related to the need to 
have sex, it is an area of research that needs to be developed in 
order to understand fully the forC'»s motivating adolescent males 
toward sexual activity (Vadies and Hale, 1977). 

Contraceptive Utilization. Regarding contraception, a 
majority of the adolescent fathers reported they did not use 
contraceptives when they had sexual intercourse. Concomitantly, 
it was found that most of the young fathers were inclined toward 

ERIC ' 117 



sharing contraceptive responsibility with the female. Obviously, 
there Is an Inconsistency In their statements about being 
responsible and the way they behave. Where this inconsistency is 
fofind in future research efforts, it needs to be pursued. 

Attitudes of the Unwed Adolescent Fathers 
Toward Fatherhood 

The results obtained from several questions used to assess 
the young fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood were mixed. The 
fathers of Tulsa and Chicago were more likely to indicate a degree 
of readiness to be a father after their child was born than were 
the fathers of Columbus. The difference here may be due in part 
to the Columbus fathers' being more aware of the deleterious 
consequences that tend to be associated with adolescent paternity 
(Earls and Siegel, 1980; Furstenburg, 1976; Caughlan, 1960) than 
were either the fathers of Tulsa or of Chicago. Regardless of how 
the unmarried adolescent fathers perceived fatherhood, they were 
overwhelmingly concerned about their child's future. 

The Relationship Between the Unwed Adolescent Father 
and the Mothers of Their First Child 

An analysis of the data pertaining to the relationship 
between the young fathers and the mothers of their child suggested 
that the relationship between the two of them appeared to have 
been one of love. This finding supports the works of others that 
point out that the relationship between young unwed parents may be 
more meaningful than one might suspect (Pannor, et^ a^. , 1965; 
Sauber and Rubinstein, 1^65). Pannor, et_ aj.. ( 1965) noted, 
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however, that such relationships are progressively redefined, 
becoming more realistic as casework with the couple proceeds. 

A Comparative Analysis of The Columbus 
Young Fathers and Their Controls 

The differences between the Columbus fathers and their 
controls were minimal, and were only infrequently significant 
statistically. The ones that were significanc suggested that 
unmarried Black adolescent fathers were more likely than were 
their controls to have an external locus of control, to drop out 
of school, and to be employed. These results are consistent with 
those from Card and Wise (1978), in which they pointed out that 
boys who father a child during adolescence achieve less formal 
education than do classmates who postpone parenthood; and the 
notion that parenthood causes teenage boys to enter the labor 
force earlier than do their peers (Elster and Panzarine, 1980). 
When these results are taken together, they support the conclusion 
suggested by other investigators, that is, the differences that 
do exist between the fathers and non-fathers tend to be social and 
demographic (Pauker, 1971; Card and Wise, 1978; Elster and 
Panzarine, 1980). 

The new and important findings offered in these analyses 
concern those of locus of control and contraceptive use. The 
absence of feeling in control of one's destiny was more likely to 
be associated with non-contraceptors than it was with 
contraceptors . This finding supports the work of both MacDonald 
(1970) and Meyerowitz and Malev (1973). Their findings suggested 
that those with external orientations are less than are others 
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likely to practice birth control. Moreover, a linear discriminant 
function analysis revealed that Black adolescent males who are 
non-contraceptors are more likely as well not to believe in the 
use of birth control, not to believe that condoms help prevent 
unwanted pregnancies, and not to be church goers. Additionally, 
this analysis showed that the likelihood that a Black adolescent 
male is a contraceptor or a non-contraceptor can be determined if 
his locus of control, his belief reg irding the use of birth 
control, belief on whether condoms prevent unwanted pregnancies, 
and whether he attends church, are known. 

Even though several of the social and psychological variables 
that are often thought to have a major influence on adolescent 
childbearing were entered in this multivariate analysis, it is 
important to recognize that they explained only a modest portion 
of the variance in discriminating between contr aceptors and 
non-contraceptors (20 percent). "This finding suggests that a host 
of variables influence unwed adolescent fatherhood and the 
interrelationships among "them are complex. The point here is that 
the total va-iance of the risk indicators of single adolescent 
fatherhood appears to be spread thinly across antecedent 
variables, some of which have been discovered, many of which have 
not. In pursuing other potentially strong antecedents of 
unmarried Black adolescent fatherhood in future multivariate 
studies, researchers should include in their investigation the 
study of such variables as the frequency of sexual intercourse, 
the use of alcohol and drugs, peer group pressure, and the 
attitude and knowledge of the male's girlfriend about sexual 
intercourse, contraception, and abortion. 
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Limitations of the Study 

Consideration must be given to the limitations of this study 
that relate to the usefulness of the results. The first point is 
that the questions comprising the interview schedule may have been 
worded in such a way as to elicit socially desirable answers from 
the subjects. Moreover, the questionnaire items used to measure 
the study variables tended to be global and imprecise, so that 
caution must be used in the application of terms and concepts. 
Other reasons that the data may be biased include the following: 
the subjects were selected in a nonprobabi 1 i ty manner; they were 
paid for their interview; and the sample size is small. The small 
number of subjects decreased the potential influence of the actual 
findings on the knowledge base about unmarried Black adolescent 
fathers, especially with regard to the various ages of 
adolescents. As Chilman (1978) has noted, it makes a difference 
whether the adolescent is aged 12, 13, 14, or 15 years, and the 
like. 

Strengths of the Study 

Careful consideration also must be given to several strengths 
of this study. The first one is the eVfort to study the sexual 
development, attitudes, and behavior of Black unmarried adolescent 
fathers. Within the literature, few investigators have 
intentionally studied unwed adolescent fathers, and even fewer 
have studied Black adolescent fathers. This has happened because 
young unwed fathers have proved to be an exceptionally difficult 
group to reach. Another strength is that the majority oT the 



items comprising the interview schedule for the current study were 
items that have been used by other researchers investigating 
.adolescent sexual behavior and unwed fatherhood (for example, 
Pannor, et_ aX* . 1 965 ; Robbins and Lynn, 1973; Meyerowitz and 
Malev, 1973; Vadies and Hale; 1977, Lancet, et aH. , 1978). 

A final strength is the selection of a population of Black 
unwed fathers. This has resulted in findipgs that are not 
confounded by race. Moreover, findings from studies on other 
populations are often applied to Blacks without verification that 
the findings do, indeed, apply to Blacks. Perhaps the failure of 
some of the data outcomes of this study to agree with those of 
other studies is a reflection of the differences represented by 
race, social class, or values. 

Policy Implications 

Several policy implications for program planning and 
implementation by social service and public health agencies have 
emerged from this research. For example, only two of the subjects 
indicated they would seek out a human service agency for advice or 
help with a problem. What is needed to get them involved, it 
seems, is assertive outreach (Pannor and Massarik, 1968). 

Judging by the findings reported here, reaching out to 
unmarried Black adolescent fathers can be a complex undertaking 
since they appear to have various needs of varying complexity. 
Therefore, it is suggested that those desiring to reach out to 
these fathers start out small and grow. An ex am in at i on of the 
soci o-demograph1c findings suggest that one way to start would be 
to offer practical help to the youtig fathers. One practical way 
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of helping these young men would be to offer them tutoring which 
would prepare them to return to school or to achieve a high 
•School general equivalency diploma (GEO). Since a majority of the 
fathers were unemployed, vocational counseling, training, and 
placement are other kinds of practical assistance that may be used 
to attract a young father to an established agency. It has been 
pointed out that those who work with young fathers note that, 
unless a worker is able to help resolve the young man's practical 
problems, it is difficult to focus on many other less visible but 
Important problems (Howard, 1975). 

Meeting the practical needs of young fathers may require a 
different approach by an agency. Given that these fathers tended 
to leceive sex education first from a friend and that they tended 
to spend three or more days a week with their peers after school, 
or work, or in the evenings, the- use of peer counselors may be one 
such approach. Through contacts in pool halls, basketball games, 
and recreational centers, these counselors could be helpful to 
human services professionals in opening up communication among 
these fathers so that such matters as fathers' rights, sex 
education, the role of a father, and consumer education can be 
discussed freely. Some investigators would caution, however, that 
these counselors must not be "just a pal" (Howard, 1975; Johnson 
and Staples, 1979). They suggest that even if the counselor 
meets the fathers in their own environment, they want to feel that 
he is not just one of them but has something special to offer. 

In meeting the practical concerns of young Black fathers, 
human service workers may be aided by the mothers of the fathers. 
For example, these data show the mothers of the young Black 



fathers were valued as sources of social support in that they were 
sought frequently by the fathers to help them with their problems. 
One speculation as to why mothers of young fathers were valued as 
sources of social support is that they combine expert knowledge 
with the greatest investment of all persons in their son's well 
being (Gottlieb, 1975). To the extent that this is true. 
Involving the mothers or the parents may make the task of reaching 

young fathers easier. 

Moreover, these data indicated that a majority of these 
fathers perceived their relationship with the mothers of their 
children to be one of love, and they expressed a keen interest in 
their children's future. If outreach efforts were predicted on 
the interest that young fathers have for the young mothers and 
their children, child welfare workers might witness more of it, 
and at the same time they might have more success in reaching out 
to young fathers. Once young fathers are involved in an agency 
program, it is critical, practitioners assert, to serve them after 
as well as before the birth of the baby (Howard, 1975). 

One of the main policy implications to emerge from this 
research relates to the findings that revealed sexual activity had 
begun for a majority of the subjects by thirteen (13) years of 
age. Obviously, then, sex education offered in high school comes 
late. The author joins with other researchers who are calling for 
comprehensive and early sex education programs in the schools as 
well as other social institutions (see Finkel and Finkel, 1975; 
Vadies and Hale. 1977 ; Lancet, et ai. , 1978; Shapiro, 1980). If 
agencies and institutions serving family planning needs were to 
offer young fathers comprehensive sex education programs that 



ERIC 



124 



emphasize contraceptive responsibility, a lower incidence of 
repeat unmarried adolescent fatherhood could result. 

Other important policy implications to emerge from this 
research concern locus of control and contraceptive use. The 
findings from the analysis involving the fathers and non-fathers 
of Columbus revealed that unwed Black adolescent fathers were more 
likely to have an external locus of control, to drop out of 
school » and to be poor c ontraceptors than were the unwed Black 
adolescent non-fathers. To the extent that these findings are 
correct, it would seem that young Black fathers should be given 
birth control counseling, and If other forms of counseling are 
needed, attention should be paid to the issue of locus of control. 
For if they could perceive themselves as being in control of their 
lives. It may be that they would be more likely to remain in 
school, and perhaps not become repeat or initial unmarried 
adolescent fathers . 
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APPENDIX A 
CONSENT FORM AND INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND RESEARCH 



NAME OF PROJECT 



NAME(S) OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S) : 



NAME OF RESPONDENT: 
ADDRESS: 



I have been satisfactorily Informed of the procedures Involved In the 
above named project. 

I understand the possible risks and benefits that may result because 
of my participation In this project. 

I am aware that I am free to withdraw this consent and discontinue 
participation in this project at any time. 

I understand that in the event of physical inj"»*y/«"l*i"9 IX 
the research procedures, financial compensation is not available, and only 
wfate s? nt a medical treatment will be provided free of charge. 



;^^ditor - Witness Signature of Subject 



635-7470. 



lUAR FORM -025 
3/81 
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
KENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVE.OPMENT CENTER 



UNWARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY 
The Margaret Hudson Program, Inc. 

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 

CARD 1 

I.D.# 01-02/ 

Date of Today 03-06/ 

MO DAY 



Introduction- Hello. I'm (your name). I am working with a group who Is 
I^uS; 9 do iesce fathers!' We are iorking with young fathers registere w h 
fhe Margaret Hudson Program. I would like to Invite you to help us by partici- 
pating In this study. 

We'd like very much for you to help us by answering some questions about 
you an§ Jolr fam?\j;a"bout problems you face as a f ""9 Jf,^^^ »; , ^^e^' 
Jou handle them, and about your sexual knowledge. {"^J"?". and practices. 
You may at any time refuse to answer i question. It will take about half an 
hour or so to answer these questions. 

All the information you give us will be kept confidential. Jo"^ naje.^^^^ 
not be used to report any of the results to persons you may come In contact 
with at The Margaret Hudson Program. 

If you're willing to help us with this study. I'd like you to sign this 
agreement to answer questions after you have read It. 

(SHOW CONSENT FORM) 



lis 



CARD 1 



First Of iTl. I Wouiu like to isk you a few generil questions ibout you 
•nd your family. 

r. I.h.t IS your d.t. Of b1rm _^ ^ ^ 

2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? ., ^^^^i.,^ ^^"^^^ 

3. When you were growing up did you live with both your father 

and mother? YES - 1 NO - 2 — 

3a. If no, with whom do you live: 

1 - Guardian 

2 - Relative (please specify) 

3 - Other (please specify) — 

4 When you were growing up would you say that most of the time 
* you were closer to your: 1- Mother 2 - Father 3 - helther — ^7/ 

5. Which phrase below best charscterizes most of your relations with 
your family when you were growing up. Would you say: 

1 - Very happy 

2 - Happy ^oi 

3 - Somewhat satisfactory — 

4 - Somewhat dissatisfactory 

5 - Unhappy 18/ 

6 - Very unhappy — 

6. What type of school are you going to now? 

1 - Junior High or Middle School 

2 - Senior High School 

3 - College 

4 - Business or Technical School 

5 - Other (What: — ' ,q. 

6 - Not in school now — 

6a. How many years of school have you completed? 

(Highest grade completed) — ' 

6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going to 
school? Would you say. you: 

1 - Dislike it very much 

2 - Dislike it somewhat 

3 - Like It somewhat 

4 - Like It very much 22/ 

5 - Don't care one way or the other — 
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6c. Did your mother usually put you down? Would you say: 
YES - 1 NO . 2 

6d. Would you say that your teacher did not like you very 
much? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

7. Are you currently employed? 

•YES - 1 NO - 2 

8. On the average, how many days a week do you do things with your 
friends after school or work or In the evenings? 

1 - None (Please Go to (9) 

2 - One 

3 - Two 

4 - Three 

5 - Four 

6 - Five 

7 - Six 

8 - Seven 

8a. Where do you and your friends usually go? 



Now, I have a few questions about religion. 

9. What Is your religious preference? Would you say: 



1 - 


Baptist 


2 - 


Methodist 


3 - 


Catholic 


4 - 


Holiness 


5 - 


Jehovah Witness 


6 - 


Episcopal 


7 - 


Lutheran 


8 - 


Seventh Day Adventist 


9 - 


Islam 


10 - 


Other (Please Specify) 


n - 


None 



10. Are you an active member of any church? 

YES - 1 NO - 1 

n. Do you attend religious crusades, revival meetings or missions? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

12. Do you attend religious services? Would you say: 
YES - 1 NO - 2 
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13. Do you listen to religious services over radio or television? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^31/ 

14. Do .vou sometimes pray, either privately or with family? 
Wou\'d you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 221 

15. Do you listen to religious music? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^33/ 

16. Do Ideas you have learned from religion sometimes help you 
understand your own life? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 34/ 

17. Do you sometimes contribute money to your church? Would you 

say: YES - 1 NO - 2 35/ 

18. Do you regularly take part In various activities in your 
religious organization? Would you say? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 36/ 



Those are all the questions I have about religion. Now I would like to ask 
you some questions about how you feel about your life. 

19. Do you feel that what happens to you Is your own doing? Would you 
say: YES - 1 NO - 2 37/ 

20. When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain 
that you can make them worl " Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 , ^38/ 

21. Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 39/ 

22. Do you feel that It is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets 

ahead? YES - 1 NO - 2 ^40/ 

23. Do you get a lot of fun out of life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 41/ 

24. When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would 
like to move away from home? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^42/ 

25. If someone Insulted you, would you probaoly forgive him or her? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^43/ 

26. Do you feel useless at times? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 44/ 
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Now, I would lUe to tsk you a few questions about problems you have faced as 
a young father. 

27. In your opinion, tnd from what you have seen yourself .what ire some of 
the problems you have faced as a young father? (INTERVIEWER, fin A 
LISTING IN THE MINIMUM TIME POSSIBLE WITHOUT RUSHING THE RESPONDENT AS 
SOON AS RESPONDENT PROVIDES ENOUGH OF A DESCRIPTION OF A GIVEN PROBLEM 
FOR YOU TO WRITE IT DOWN SAY: O.K. WHAT OTHER PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTIES 
CAN YOU THINK OF?) 

Problen list (probe for at leSst several problems): 

1. 



4. 



5. 



28 If you had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to for advise 
or help? (If a person, have respondent specify his relationship to 
that person.) 



(If agency, probe respondent for type of agency.) 



29. Which problems do you think are best to take to your family, your friends, 
or to agencies? 

Problem list: FAMILY / FRIENDS / AGENCIES 



5. 
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30. Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say: 

1 • Family 

2 - Friends or 

3 - Outsiders (agencies) ^*5/ 

31. When you ask someone for help with a personal problem what 
t>..-as of problems do you discuss with them? 

Problem list: 

JL ' 

2. 

3. 

4. 



5. 



Now I would like to ask you some questions about your sexual knowledge, attitudes, 
and practices. 

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to you are to be 
answered "True" or "Falser- 
After I read each statement, tell me if you think the statement is True or False. 

32. It's not right to use birth control. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 — ^^1 

33. It's O.K. to tell a girl that you love hei so that you can have sex 
with her. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 1 ^'1 

34. If a guy gets a girl pregnant, it's her fault, not his. because 
she should have protected herself. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

35 If I got a girl pregnant. I would want her to have an abortion. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ^^9/ 

36. Birth control is for girls only. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ^50/ 

37. Getting a girl pregnant proves that you are a man. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 —51/ 

38. Sex education is nothing but a waste of time. 

TRUE - 1 FALJ-E - 2 
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39. A SUV should use Wrth control whenever possible. 
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

10. Hy friends ind I talk about the sex that we have. 
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

41. If I got a girl pregnant, I would not want her to have an 
abortion because it's wrong. 

TRUE •: 1 FALSE - 2 



Those are all the questions I have that require a True or False answer 
I'd like to ask you some general questions about your sexual behavior. 

42. When you first learned about sex, what was your main source of 
information? Would you say: 

1 - Friends 

2 - Books 

3 - Mother 

4 - Doctor (specialist) 

5 - Pamphlets 

6 - Teacher 

7 - Father 
B - Films 

9 - Other (please specifiy) . — 



43. How old were you when you first had sexual intercourse with a 
a girl? 

44. Haw did you feel after your first sexual intercourse with a 
girl? Would you say: 

1 - Satisfaction 

2 - Happiness or Pride 

3 - Guilt 

4 - Dissatisfaction 

5 - Confusion 

45 When you have sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives? 
YES - 1 NO - 2 



45a. If yes, why? 



45b. If no, why not? 

(If 45b, skip to question 47) 
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46. What forms of contraceptives have you used? 
List those given: 



2^ 

3. 

4.- 
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Now 1 have some questions about your knowledge and opinions about sex. 

47. Do you feel that It Is abnormal for children and teenagers to 
masturbate? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 ^61/ 

48. Do you feel that It Is abnormal for teenagers to think a lot 
about sex? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 ^62/ 

49. Do you know what V.D. (Veneral Disease) Is? Would you say: 
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 ^63/ 

(If no or don't know, skip to question 51.) 

49a. If yes, ask respondent whbt Is V.D. In his opinion. 

1 - YES - Gonorrhea 

2 - YES - Syphilis 

3 - YES - Both Gonorrhea ind Syphilis 

4 - YES _ Other (Please Specify) ^64/ 

50. Do you believe that V.D. In the mother may cause her baby to be 
stillborn or blind? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 ^65/ 

51. In your opinion. Is • girl most likely to become pregnant, 
would you say: 

1 - During the time of her monthly period 

2 - Around the time of ovulation 

3 - Just before she has her montly period 

4 - JUst after she has her monthly period — ^66/ 

52. From this list of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
CARD #1), please tell me which three you feel are the most effective: 

1 - Birth control pills 

3 I Si thd?allar°'' ^^^"^ ^O**^ AVAIUBLE 

4 - Diaphragm 
Yr> 5 - Coll (lUD) 
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52. (Continued) 

6 - fOanis """"fiB/ 

7 - Condoms (rubbers) — ^cq'. 

8 - Sterllliitlon — 

Now, 1 have a few jeneral questions concerning you as an unwed father. 

53. What was your age at the birth of your first child? — 70/71/ 

54. Right before your first child was born, how ready did you feel 
to be a parent? Would you say: 

« 

1 - Very ready 

2 - Somewhat ready 

3 - Somewhat unready ^2/ 

4 - Very unready 

55. Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready would 
you say you really were at that tSme? Would you say: 

1 - Very ready 

2 - Somewhat ready 

3 - Somewhat unready 73/ 

4 - Very unready — 

Now. I would like to aske you some questions concerning the relationship 
between you and the mother of your first child. 

CARD #2 the relationship between you and her. 

was one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual 74/ 

4 - Hostile — 

■ 57. Do you now consider the relationship to be. would you say one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual 75/ 

4 - Hostile — 
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58. How do you believe the mother of your first child regarded the relationship 
between you and her prior to her pregnancy? Would you say one of: 

1 • Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 • Casual 

A - Hostile 76/ 

59. Now, how dp you believe the mother of your first child considers 
the relationship to be between you and her? Would you say one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 • Casual 

4 - Hostile 77/ 

60. Do you see serious problems In the current relationship between 
you and the mother of your first child? Would you say: 

YES - 1 HO - 2 ^78/ 

(If no, skip to question 61) 

60a. If yes, ask subject to briefly describe these problems. 
Problem list: 

1, 

2. 



4^ 
5. 



Now, I am going to ask you some questions concerning your experiences as an 
unwed father. 

61. Did you have sexual Intercourse with the mother of your first child 
with full knowledge of the potential outcome (i.e., pregnancy)? Would 
you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 79/ 

62. As an unwed father, are you concerned about your child's future? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^BO/ 

CARD 2 

63. Do you feel rejected by your peers? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 PV 

64. Do you see anything wrong 1n having a child out-of-wedlock? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 __02/ 
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6S 00 you see your experience, is en unwed father, as one that will change 
your life In • positive fashion? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 — V^/ 

Now. 1 have Just a few more questions to ask you and then we win be finished. 

66. Do you know if you were born out-of-wedlock? 

1 - Out-of-wedlock ^ 

2 - Legitimate 04/ 

3 . In doubt — ' 

67. Do you have any sisters who have had jhjldren before they were 
marHed. or whJ became pregnant by a fellow other than their 
husband? Would you say: 05/ 

YES - 1 NO - 2 — 

68. Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 — 

After I read each of the nex four statements, please tell fe whether you agree, 
disl^ree. or cannot say according to your personal convictions. 

69. White doctors generally take good care of their Black patients. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 07/ 

3 - Cannot say 

70. Black leaders "sell out" other Black folks too much. Would 
you say you: 

1 Agree 

2 - Disagree OB/ 

3 - Cannot say — 

71. Blac;. colleges do a good job of educating their students. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 09/ 

3 - Cannot say " — 

72. White businesses xshould be banned from the Black community. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 1 r o 10/ 

3 - Cannot say -'-'-'^ — 



73. From your point of vtew, If the Margaret Hudson Program offered 
services to the unwed father would you be Interested in receiving 
such services? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO . 2 ^11/ 

7*. If yes » why? . 



If no, why not? 



74. Here 1s the last question. Is there anything about you that I haven't 
asked that you think I should know? Anything about your family? 



Thank you very much. You've been very helpful. 
INTERVIEWER, PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEW. 
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CARD 2 



Interviewer complete the following ifter the Interview: 



How Interested was the respondent In the Interview? 

1 - Very Interested 

2 - Somewhat: Interested 

3 - Not Interested 

4 - Interest varied during Interview 



During the Interview did the respondent: 



Appear friendly? 
Seen ftervous? 



1 

YES 
YES 



2 

NO 
NO 



13/ 

^14/ 



Length of interview (minutes) 



15-16/ 
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY _ 
MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMtm CtnTEix 

UNMARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY 

Arts of Living Institute (Chicago. Illinois) 

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 

CARD 1 



I.D.# — 



Date of Today . _ ^03/06 

MO DAY 



Introduction 

H.no. (your n».). I wor.-;.9 wUh •^SJ°?^,:5»„rt,^jr/^??s'ofu"J9 
study. 

. , *.« u«ir. lie hu «n<:werinQ some questions about you 

We'd like very much for you to help f^^^y^;"^*'^''"^ '^^her and the ways you 
and your family, about problems Jj" » TtS^tude. and practices. You 
handle them, and about your sexual knowledge. J^t^J^^^' .g,,^ ^alf an hour 
may at any time refuse to answer a question, it win 
or so to answer these questions. 

All the infomtlon you give us will be kept confidential. Your n,™ will not 
be used to report any of the results. 

If you're willing to help us with this study. I'd like you to sl^n this agree- 
iant to answer questions after you have read It. 

(SHOW CONSENT FORM) 
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CARD 1 



. First of all, 1 would like to ask you a few general questions about 
you and your family. 

1. What Is your date of birth? 07-12/ 

--m wr -HKT 

2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 13-14/ 

NUMBER 

3. When you were gr6wing up did you live with both your father 

and mother? YES - 1 NO - 2 ^15/ 

3a. If no, with whom do you live: 

1 - Guardian 

2 - Relative (please specify) 

3 - Other (please specify) ^16/ 

4. When you were growing up would you say that most of the time 

you were closer to your: 1 - Mother 2 - Father 3 - Neither ^17/ 

5. Which phrase below best characterizes most of your relations with 
your family when you were tjrowing up. Would you say: 

1 - Very Happy 

2 - Happy 

3 - Somewhat Satisfactory 

4 - Somewhat Dissati factory 

5 - Unhappy 

6 - Very Unhappy ^IB/ 

6. What type of school are yr>u going to now? 

1 - Junior High or Middle School 

2 - Senior High School 

3 - College 

4 - Business or Technical School 

5 - Other (What:___ ) 

6 - Not In schooTTow ^19/ 

6a. How many years of school have you completed? 

(Highest grade completed) ^20-21/ 

6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going 
to school? Would you say. you 

1 - Dislike It very much 

2 - Dislike It somewhat 

3 - Like It somewhat 
cDir- 4 - Like It very much 

£|>^ 5 - Don't care one way or the other 
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CARD 1 



€c. Did your teachers usually put you down? Would you say: 

YES » *! NO - 2 22/ 

0 

6d, Would you say that your teachers did not like you very 
much? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 24/ 

7. Are you currently employed? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 25/ 

8. On the average, how many days a week do you do things with your 
friends after school or work or in the evenings? 

1 - None{Please Go To 9) 

2 - One 

3 - Two 

4 - Three 

5 - Four 

6 - Five 

7 - Six 

8 - Seven 26/ 

8a. Where do you and your friends usually go? 



Now, I have a few questions about religion. 

9. What is your religious preference? Would you say; 



1 




Baptist 


2 




Methodist 


3 




Catholic 


4 




Holiness 


5 




Jehovah Witness 


6 




Episcopal 


7 




Lutheran 


8 




Seventh Day Adventist 


9 




Islam 


10 




Other (Please Specify) 


n 




None 



.27/ 

10. Are you an activa member of any church? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 28/ 

n. Do you attend religious crusades, revival meetings or mission? 

Would you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 ^29/ 

12. Do you attend religious services? Would you say: 
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12 Do you listen to religious services over radio or television? 
• Would you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 31/ 

14. Oo you sometimes pray, either privately or with family? 

Would you say: 'YES - 1 NO - 2 ?z/ 

15. Oo you listen to religious music? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^33/ 

16 Do Ideas you have learned from religion sometimes help you 
understand your own life? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

17. Do you sometimes contribute money to your church? Would 

you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 

18. Oo you regularly take part In various activities in your 
religious organization? Would you says 

YES - 1 - NO - 2 

Those are all the questions 1 have about religion. Now 1 would like to 
ask you some questions about how you feel about your life. 

19-. Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? Would 
you say: YES -1 NO - 2 • 

20. When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain 
that you can make them work? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

21 Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

22. Do you feel that It Is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets 
ahe^d YES -1 NO -2 

23. Do you gat a lot of fun out of life? 

YES YES - 1 NO - 2 

24. When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would 

like to move away from home? 42/ 
YES - 1 NO - 2 

25. If someone Insulted you. would you probably forgive him or her? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

26. Oo you feel. use! ess it times? 44/ 
^ Y£S- - 1 NO - 2 <1 :■ ,., 



J9/ 
40/ 
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Now, I would like to ask ycu a few questions about problems you have 
faced as a young father. 

27. In your opinion, and from what you have seen yourself, what are 

some of the problems you have faced *s a young father. (INTERVIEWER, 
GET A LISTING IN THE MINIMUM TIME POSSIBLE WITHOUT RUSHING THE 
RESPONDENT. AS SOON AS RESPONDENT PROVIDES ENOUGH OF A DESCRIPTION 
OF A GIVEN PROBLEM FOR YOU TO WRITE IT DOWN SAY: O.K. WHAT OTHER 
PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTIES CAN YOU THINK OF?) 

Problem list (probe for at least several problems): 

1. 



2. 



4. 



5. 



28. If you had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to for 
advice or help? I If a person, have respondent specify his 
relationship to that person.) 



( If agency, probe respondent for type of agency.), 



29. Which problems do you think are best to take to your family, your 
friends, or to agencies? 

Problem list: FAMILY / FRIENDS / AGENCIES 


2. 

3. 

4^^ 

5. 
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30. Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say: 

1 - Family 
. 2 - Friends or 
3 - Outsiders (agencies) 

31. When you ask someone for help with a personal problem. 
. what types of probleirs do you discuss with them? 

Problem list: 



45 



2^ 



Now I would like to ask you some questions about your sexual knowledoe. 
avtuudes, and practices. 

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to you are 
to be answered "True'" or "False." 

After I read each statement, tell me if you think the statement is 
True or False. 

32. It's not right to use birth control. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 46/ 

33. It's O.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can hi^B sex 
with her. 



TRUE " 1 FALSE - 2 

34. If a guy gets a girl pregnant, its her fault, not his, because 
she should have protected herself. 



47/ 



TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 45/ 

35. If I got a girl pregnant, I would want her to have an abortion. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 49/ 

^ BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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36 . Birth control Is for girls only. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 50/ 

37 . Getting a girl pregnant proves that ycu are a man. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 51/ 

38 . Sex education is nothing but a waste of time. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

39 . A guy should use birth control whenever possible. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

40 . My friends and I talk about the sex that we have. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 • 

41 . If I got a girl pregnant, I would not want her to have an 

abortion because 1t*s wrong. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 



Those are all the questions I have that require a True or False 
answer. Now I'd like to ask you some general questions about your sexuei 
behavior. 

42. When you first learned about sex. what was your main source of 
information? Would you say: 

1 - Friends 

2 - Books 

3 - Mother 

4 - Doctor (specialist) 

5 - Pamphlets 

6 - Teacher 

7 - Father 

B - Films . . rcj 
9 - Other (please specify; 

43. How old w>»re you when you first had sex^.l intercourse with 

a girl? -''^^'^ 

er|c 
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44. How did you feel after your first sexual Intercourse with a girl? 
Would you say: 

1 - Satisfaction 

2 - Happiness or Prlds 

3 - Guilt 

4 - Dissatisfaction gg, 

5 - Confusion — 

45. When you have sexual Intercourse, do you use contraceptives? 

YES .1 NO - 2 — 
45a. If yes, Why? 



45b. If no, Why not?_ 



(If 45b, skip to question 47) 

46. What forms of contraceptives have you used? 
List those given: 



1. _ 

2. _ 
3-. 

5. 



Now I have some questions about your knowledge and opinions about sex. 

47. DO you feel that It is abnomal for children and teenagers to masturbate? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 

48. Do you feel that It Is abnormal ^ teenagers to think a lot about 
sex? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 —^2/ 

49. DC you know what VD (Veneral Disease) Is? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 

(If no or don't know, skip to question 51.) 

49a. If yes, ask respondent what Is VD In his opinion. 

1 - Yes - Gonorrhea 

2 - Yes - SyphlMs 

O . 3 . Yes - Both Gonorrhea and Syphilis 

ERIC 4 - Yes - Other (Please Specify) — 
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50. Do you believe that VO In the mother my cause her baby to 
be stmborn or blind? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 ^65/ 

51. In your opinion, Is a girl most likely to become pregnant, 
would you say: 

1 - During the time of her monthly period 

2 - Around the time of ovulation 

3 - Just before she has her monthly period 

4 - Just after she has her monthly period ^66/ 

52. From this list of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDENT 
RESPONSE CARD #1). please tell me which three you feel are 
the most effective: 

1 - Birth Control Pills 

2 - Rhythm Method 

3 - Withdrawal 

4 - Diaphragm 

5 - Coil (lUD) 

6 - Foams 



67/ 



7 - Condoms (rubbers) .^6/ 



8 - Sterilization 



69/ 



Now. I have a few general questions con:erning you as an unwed father. 

53. What was your age at the birth of your first child? 70-71/ 

54. Right before -your first child was born, how ready did you 
feel to be a parent? Would you say: 

1 - Very Ready 

2 - Somewhat Ready 

3 - Somewhat Unready 

4 - Very Unready 

55. Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready would 
you say you really were at that time? Would you say 

1 - Very Ready 

2 - Somewhat Ready 

3 - Somewhat Unready 

4 - Very Unready 
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Now. 1 would like to ask you some questlcns concerning the 
relationship between you and the mother of your first child. 

These are the possible answers to the next 
HAND few questions. After I read each statement, 

RESPONSE tell me the answer that best describe the 
CARD #2 relationship between you and her. 

56. How would you describe the relationship with the mother of your 
first child prior to her becoming pregnant? Would you say the 
relationship was one of: 

1 -> Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual 

4 - Hostile '^1 

57. Do you now consider the relationship to be, would you say one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual 

4 - Hostile '^1 

5e« How do you believe the mother of your first child regarded the 
relationship between you and her prior to her pregnancy? Would 
you say one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual ,c, 

4 - Hostile '^1 

"59. Now, how do you believe the mother of your first child considers 
the relationship to be between you and her? Would you say one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendship 

3 - Casual 

4 - Hostile ''I 

60. Do you see serious problems in the current relationship between 
you and the mother of your first child? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 78/ 

(If no, skip- to question 61) 
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60a. If yes, ask subject to briefly describe these problems. 
Problem List: 

1, 

2, 

3, 

£. 

5. 



Now I am going to ask you some questions concerning your experiences 
as an unwed father. 

61. Did you have sexual intercourse with the mother of your first 
child with full knowleoge of the potential outcome (i.e., 
pregnancy Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 75/ 



62. As an unwed father, are you concerned about your child's 
future? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 



BO/ 

CARD 2 



63. Do you feel rejected by your peers? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^01/ 

64. Do you see anything wrong 1n having a child out of wedlock? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 02/ 

65. Do you see your experience, as an unwed father, as one that 
will change your life in a positive fashion? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 03/ 



Now, I have just a few more questions to ask you and then we will be 
finished. 

65. Do you know If you were born out of wedlock? 



1 - Out of wedlock 

2 - Legitimate 

3 - In doubt P^/ 

67. Do you have any sisters who have had children before they were 

married, or who became pregnant by a fellow other than their 
husband? Would you say: 1^71 

YES - 1 NO - 2 05/ 



CARD 2 



68. Do you heve any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you 

fay: YES - 1 NO - z 

T^'^ ^^^^^ ---- 

69. White doctors generally take good care of their Black patients. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 07/ 

3 - Cannot say 

70. Black leaders "sell out" other Black foUs too much. Would 
you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree OS/ 

3 - Cannot say 

71. Black colleges do a good job of educating their students. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 09/ 

3 - Cannot say 

72. White businesses should be banned from the Black coin.unity. 
Would you say you: 

1 - Agree 

2 - Disagree 10/ 

3 - Cannot say 

From your point of view, how would you ^J^^ ^Jj^^^^^^^^Jou^ 
Institute for providing services to unwed fathers? v^ould yot 

1 - Excellent 

2 • Good 

3 - Average 

4 - Below Average <jy 

5 - Poor 



73. 

say: 



73a. Why do you rate It that wayi. 
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74. What types of services would you like to see offered to unwed fathers in 
•ddltion to the services you are now receiving at the Arts of uvmg 
Institute? 



75 Here Is the last question. Is there anything about you that I haven't 
a!ked that you think I should know? Anything about your family? 



Thank you very much. You've been very helpful 
INTERVIEWER. PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEW. 
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Interviewer complete the following after the Interview: 
,How Interested was the respondent In the Interview? 

1 - Very Interested 

2 - Somewhat Interested 

3 - Not Interested 

4 - Interest varied during Interview ^12/ 

During the Interview did the respondent: 

1 2 

Appear friendly? YES NO ^13/ 

Seem Nervous? YES NO ^14/ 

Length of interview (minutes) — 15-15/ 

Add any notes that would aid in the Interpretation of this interview. 
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HOWARD UMVS7.SnY 
MEK7AL KIALTK RISEARDH AND DtVIlOPKEta CEKTSR 

UNMARRIED ADDliSCENT FATHER STUDY 

Bethuns Center for Teenage Rerents 

CDKrIDEKTlAl INTERVIEW 
(FATHERS) 

CARD 1 

I.D.^ ^Dl-D2/ 

Dits 



Tr\ 03-D?/ 



Introiurtion: Hsllo. I'lr. (vour nams). • i' v.'orl'.inc with i trout- whD 
IS siucym: adolesrent fathers. Ws are worhin: with young fatne-s knpvsT. 
to the Betnune Center for Teentoe Parents. I would like to inv'te you 
10 help us oy psrticiDitinc in this study. 

We'd like very mucn for you to help us by answerinc sotc questions 
about vou and vour fa-ilv, a'oout probiens you face ts t younc father 
end the wsys you handle tns::., and about your sexual knowledge, attitudes, 
end practices. You inay at any time refuse to answer a question. It 
will take about half en hour or so to answer these questions. 

All the information you cive us will be kept confidential. Your 
name will not be used to report any of the results to ;>ersons you may 
come in contact with at the Betnune Center for Teenaoe Parents. 

If vou're willinc to help us with this zlv6y, I'd like you tc sicr. 
this eortement tc answer Questions after you have read it. 
cD?^ ' - - BEST COPY AVAIUBLE 
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First of ell, I would like to esk you t few general questions tbDot you 
ind your far.ily, 

1. What is your date of birth? — C)7-12/ 

"n«5 EiA7~ YLAR 

2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 13-14/ 

3. When you were crowing up, did you live vsith both yojr father 

ani wither? YES - 1 NO - 2 ^15/ 

3c. If no, with v.'ho'i do you live?: 

1 - htother 

2 - Father 

3 - Grandrcthsr 

4 - Grandfather 

5 - Aunt 

6 - Uncle 

7 - Other 

8 - Non applicable ^1£/ 

4. Wnsn you were growinc up, wo-'ld you say that riDSt of the time 

you w'ere closer to your: 1 - KDthsr 2 - Father 3 - Nsitnsr 17/ 

£. Wnich phrase below best characterizes irost of your relations 
with your far.ily when you were growing up? Wo-Oc you say: 

1 - Very Happy 

2 - Happy 

3 - Somewhat Satisfactory 

4 - Somewhat Dissatisfactory 

5 - Unhappy 

6 - Very Unhappy l^/ 

£. Wnat type of school are you going to now? 

1 - Junior High or Kiddle School 

2 - Senior High School 

3 - College 

4 - Business or Technical School 

5 - Other (What:^ ) 

6 - Not in school now ^15/ 

6a. How many years of school have you completed? 

(Highest grade completed) 2C-21/ 

ERIC BEST COPY AVAIUBLE 
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65. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going to 
school? Would you My, you 

1 - Dislike it very much 

2 - Dislike It somewttt 

3 - like it somewhat 

4 - Like 1t very much 

5 - -Don't ctre one way or the other 21/ 

7. Are you currently employed? 

Y£S - 1 NO - 2 Zlf 

B. On the averape, how tr.any deys fi week do you do thincs with 
your friends after school or work or in the evenings? 

1 - None (Pleese oo to 9) 

2 - One 

3 - Two 

A - Three 

5 - Four 

6 - rive 

7 - Six 

B - Seven 21,/ 

Kow, I have a few questions tbov'i relicior.. 

S. Wnat is your reliciojs preference? Would you say: 

1 - Baptist 

2 - Keihodist 

3 - Catho":ic 

A - Pentecostal 

5 - Jehoven Witness 

6 - Episcopal 

7 - luihertn 

B - Seventh Day Advent ist 

5 - Islair, 

ID - Other (Please specity) 25-25/ 

n - None 

0. Arc you en active member of any church? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ZV 

1. Do yoii lister to relicious services orver radio or television? 

Would you say; YES - 1 NO - 2 2t/ 



Do you sorretines pray, eithe- privately or with farilv? 

Wou'iC you say: Y£S - i KD - 2 1 77 ' 2r.' 

bhSI UUHY AVAILABLT" 
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13. DC- you listen to religious music? Would you %ty: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^30/ 

14. Do Ideas you htve letrned from religion sonistimss help you 
understand your own life? Would you $ey: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

Those ere ell the questions I htve cbout religion. Now 3 would 
like to esk you some questions ebout how you fesl end how things 
hive been going with you. 



IE. How hfivs you been fe Eli no in oenerel during the pest month? 
Would you sey: 

1 - In excellent spirits 

2 - In very good spirits 

3 - In good spirits ncstly 

i; - I hsve been up end oowti in spirits t lot 

5 - In low spirits mostly 

6 - In very low spirits 



16 How hepDv, satisfied, or pleased have you been with y:i 
personal' life during the past inonth? Would you say: 

1 . Extremely happy - could not have beer. 

more satisfied or pleased 

2 - Very happy most of the time 

3 - Generally satisfied - pleased 
A - Sometimes fairly happy 

5 - Generally dissatisfied, unhappy 

6 - Very dis'satisfied pr unhappy most 

or all the time 



17. How did you feel when you were around people during the 
past month? Would you say: 

1 - full of life - very interested 

2 - Enjoyed being with them 

3 - Generally interested with a fair amoun. 

of enjoyntnt 

4 - I did not erooy being around people 

5 - 1 felt apart, isolated, alone, even among 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 5 . ^'j^oided people as m:.tn ts possiole 
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16. C ompered to the past 12 ronths . whtt has your jenertl state 
07 well -being or distress t>88n like during the past month? 
Would you say: 

1 - A much higher state of well-being than usual 

2 - A somewhat higher state of well-being than 

usual 

3 -.About the same state of well-being as usual 
A - About the seme stete of distress as usual 

5 - A somewhat oreeter state of distress than 
usual 

6. A mjch greater state of distress then usuel. 



IS. How did you feel ab:ut yourself as a person during the pest 
month? Would you sey: 

1 - 3 felt completely satisfied vsith myse"-*" 
2-1 felt all right or was contented about 

the kind of person 1 ar. 
3 - I had r.ixed feelings about myself 
< - 3 felt very disappointed in myself several 

times 

5 - ] dislike:? myself to the point that I 

wished I were different 
£ - 3 felt disaopointed with or hated myself; 

felt worinless or unworihy 35/ 



2C;. f^y oeily life w^s ■.■11 of thinss that were intersstinc to ine 
durin: tne past montn. Would you sey: 

1 - None of the tir.e 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Sone of the time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - Kost of the time 

6 - All of the time 37/ 



ERIC 



21. 3 felt cheerful, 1 iohthearted, durino the past month. Would 
you sey: 

1 - None of the time 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Some of the time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - Most of the time 

6 - All ti'f the time \' • ' ■:3: 
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22. 2 felt iDved and wanted dui-Ing the pest month. Would you sty: 

1 - None 3f the time 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Some cf the time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - All of the time 35/ 



23. Do you fesl that what happens to you Is vour own doing? Would 

you sey: YES - 1 NO - 2 4:./ 

24. Whsn you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain 
thtt yoj can make ther. work? Wojld you say: 

YES - 1 N'O - 2 41/ 



2E. Do yoj feel thtt yoj ctn do very little to chant;e your life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ' £,2/ 

2i. D: you feel thit "^t is mostly lu^k if one succeeds or oets 

aheai? YES - 1 NO - 2 ' .^3/ 

27. Do you oet a lot of fun out of life? 

YES - 1 ND - 2 U/ 

2E. Wnen you were crowing up have you e -er felt that you wo-ld 
like to move away fror. hore? 

YES - 1 KO - 2 45/ 



Now, I would like to ask you a few questions about problen:s you 
have fe~ed as a young father. 

25. In your opinion, and fro~ v.'tiat you have seen yourself, what are 
some cf the probler.s you have faced as a youno father. (INTER- 
VlEk'ER. EH A J.:ST]NS ]N THE WNIKJK TIME PDi'SIBLE WITHDUT R'JSr^- 
IN-3 THE RESPONDENT. Ai SOON A^ RESPONOENT PROVIDES END'JSH Or A 
DESCRIPTION Or A GIVEN PRDBLEK fOR YOU TO WrJTE H DOWN SAY: O.K. 
WHAT OTHER PROBLEVi OR DlrFICULTIES CAN YOU THINK Or?) . 

Problem list (probe for at least several problem.s)! 

h 



2. 



ERIC 
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30. If you had e personal problerr., whom or where would you go to for 
Bcvics or hilp? (If i person, have respondent specify his re- 
lationship to that person.) 



(If egency, probe respondent for type of agency.) 



31. Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say: 

1 - r airily 

2 - Friends or 

3 - 0--tsiders (eosn:ies) 



32. Wner, you ask soreons for help Kith a personal probler.» \ffr,iz 
types* of proDlenis do you discuss with ther.? 

ProblSTT. list: 




Now I would like to ask you some Questions about your sexual 
knowldeoe, attitudes, and practices. 

The following ten (10) statements that 3 ar. about to read to 
you are to be cnsw-ered ''True" or "False." 

After 1 read ear^h statement, tell me if you think the state- 
went is True or False. 

33. It's not rioht to use birth control. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 




34, 



It's 
nave 



O.K. 
sex 



to te 1 1 a 
witn her. 
TRUE - 



cirl that you love her sc tnst you can 
1 FALSI - 2 181 
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35. 3*^ a 9i^y OS's girl pregnant » Its her ftult, not his because 
* she should heve prt»t«:ted herself. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ^1 



36. If 1 3Dt I girl pregnant, 3 would want her to have an abortion. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ^55/ 

37. Birth control is for girls only. 

TK'JE - 1 FALSE - t ^/ 

36. Gettin; a girl pregnant p-ovss thst you are a man. 

TfiJE - 2 FALSE - 2 ill 

29. Sex educs'.ion is nDthinc but a waste of tins. 

TRUE - : FALSE - I 55/ 

flD. A O'jy shoulc use tirth control whenever possible. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 55/ 

£,1. Ky friends and I tfll> about Lhe sex th»t w* hive. 

TRUE - : FALSE - 2 



42. If : cot a cirl p^ecnant, I would rj:t Vi-art her to teve an 
abortion because it's wrong. 

TRUE " 1 FALSE - 2 



Th',se ere all the ouestions 1 have that require a True or False 
aJ.swer. Now I'd like to ask you some cenersl questions abojt you" 
sexiiil behavior. 

.X. : .v.\ .-. 
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43. Wnsn you first Utrned tbDtt $sx, vrtijt wis your m»in source of 
1nfonr.etior.? Would you %ty: 

1 - Friends 

2 - Books 

3 - Mother 

4 - Doctor (specifilist) 

5 -'Pfir.phlets 

6 - Teacher 

7 - Ffither 

8 - Films 

5 - D::h5r (please specify) BZ/ 

44. Thinkinc ba:k to th£ very first time you hecJ sex with i girl, 

hoi^' old were you tnen? £5.£ 

<5. How did you fesl efter yojr first stxual intercourse t^'ith t 
cir^? Would you sey: 

1 - Sfitisfection 

2 - Kippiness or Pride 

3 » Guilt 

A - Dissetisf action 

5 - Confusion gr/ 

^6. Wnsn you hive sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives? 

YES - 2 ND - 2 Bil 

4S-a. 3f yss, why ? 67 / 

45b. If no, why not ? 6E/ 

(If 45t>, skip to question 47) 

^7. What forms of contraceptives have you used? 
list those siven: 

L 

2. 
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Now I h8v£ some questions conrerning your know! edge of sex. 

4B. A douche (cirl washing herself efter sexusl Intercourse) is a 
good insthod to prevent pregnancies. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 70/ 

45. A mile's spsnr. lives lesi than one tiy insids t woirin. 

TRUE • 1 FALSE - 2 'V 

5D. Rubbers help prevent unwanted precninries. 

TR'JE - 1 FALSE - 2 72/ 

51. A cirl cin ires: etsilv ogt precnar.t just before her period 
bscins. 

TR'JE • 1 FALSE • 2 73/ 

52. Rubbers hslp prevent V.D. 

TR'JE . 1 FALSE - 2 74/ 

53. purine sexual intercourse, if £ Title takes- out his penis 
Ji'cfore coninc, his cir'i r.sv get precnar.t enyv.-£^'. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 75/ 

5^. Frorr. this list of birth control msthods (HAN^j RISRONDEKT 
RE.SPOKSE CARD f:)- please tell ms which three you feel 
are ihe most effective: 

1 - Birth Control Pills 

2 - Rh^thir. Method 

3 - Kithdrawil 

4 • DiaphraoTT! 

5 - Coil (lUD) 

6 - Foams 76/ 

7 -Condons (rubbers) BEST COPY AVAILABLE ~V 

B - Sterilisation 7c/ 

Now. I have a few general questions concerning yov as an unwed fatne". 
ER?C birth cf your first child? 7?-5^/ 

184 
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55. Right hsfore ycur first child wis born, how ready did you 
feel to ti t parent? K'^iuld you say: 

1 - Very Ready 

2 - Somewtiat Ready 

3 - Sotf»ewh£t Unready 

A ' Very Unriady 01/ 

57. Knowing what you knov.' now end lookino bs:k., how ready would 
you sty you really were at that tins? Would you say': 

1 - Very Ready 

2 - Somewh.at Ready 

3 - Sonie^*h2t Unready 

A ' Very Unready Z2/ 

5S. '^•s an unwed father, ere yo:.- conoernei ebout your child's 
futL're? Would you say: 

YES - 2 lO - 2 C-5/ 

5?. Do you see ansthinc vsronc in having a chi'id out of wedlooL? 
Would you say: 

YES - 1 KD - 2 OA/ 

60. Do you know if you were fcorh out of wedlock? 

1 - Out of wedlock 

2 - Legitimate 

3 - In doubt DS/ 



61. r>o you have any sisters who have bad children before they 
were married, or who became preonant by a fellow other than 
their husband? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 05/ 



62. Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you 
say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 07/ 




Now, 3 have just a few niore ouestions concerninc you as an unwe: 
fetner. Ig5 
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E3. Hdw tii.^ vDL' feel when the rot her of your first child told 
yo-j $hg Wis pregnant? 


C£/ 




6«i. Do you w»nt to help support the biby now or when yov ere 
fctle to in the future? 






2 - Now 

2 - In the future 


Dr/ 




£ = . Die yo» Wirt tc est tne r;:ther cf ^cur first chile prepriint: 






YIS - 1 ND - 2 


::./ 




€U. If yes, why? 


::-:2/ 




65b. If no, wny not? 






Now, 1 woult like to tsk yo;.- some questions con :er nine the 
relitior.ship between yov and tne mctner of yp-jr first chilE. 




ERIC 


HA»C These ere the possible answers to the next 
RtS^DMSE few Questions. After I reic eech steterie'.t, 
CAnD * 2 tell me the answer tn»t best oescioes tne 
relationship between you an: sne. 
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e£. Hdk would you d»s:ribf the relttlor.srip ths mother cf 
your firs: child prior to her ttODr.inj presnani? WotOd you 
ity th£ reltiionship wis one of: 

1 - Love 

2 • Friendship 

3 • Cesu£l 

A ' Hostile It/ 



67. Do you now cisnsi der the relttionship to be, v.-ou'd yo;.- sty 
one cf: 

1 - Love 

2 • Friendship 

3 - Cesuftl 

4 - Hostile IS/ 

6S. Kdw d: yo- believe the nctber cf yojr first ct***id reoirde: 
the relationship between yo-- end she prior tc her preontnrN? 
Wo;.ld yo;; sty on* of: * 

1 - Love 

2 - friendship 

3 - Ctsuil 

i- " hostile 17/ 



how do yof believe tne r.:th£r tf yojr first ct.ild con- 
siceri tne relttior.sr.ir between yo..' en: .nhe: V,::j'ii'. yOw sty 
one of: 

1 - Love 

2 - Friendsnip 

3 •• Ctsutl 

4 " Hostile IE/ 



7D.Do yo'j see serious protleris in the current relttior^ship 
between you tn: the rctner o' your first child? l.':5i;ld you 
St V : 

YES - 1 k: - 2 f^/ 

(If no, skip to question E7) 



70* • J^f yfis. tsk subjfct to briefly describe these problenis. 
F-robler, List: 

»» • 

I . 
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Now'. I htve just £ few m^re questions to esk you end tb-n ws 
Kin t>e fmisned. 

71. Do yr.ii fesi thtt 9£ttinc t girl prejn-nt proves thtt you ere 
Cipihle of r.skinj t ttbyl KduIc! you SJy: 

Y£S -1 ND - 2 21/ 

72. rrcr, your print of view, how would you rtts ths Bsthune 
Cerr;er for Teenrps Pirer.ts for providinc services ti 



fitners? Would you sty: 



to unwed 



1 - £x:*nent 

2 - Good 

3 - Avereos 

4 - £e^ov^ AvereoE 

5 - Poor 



73. WnEt typ£ cf servires would you like to see o'fere: to unwsd 
fetne-s in jodition to tne services you fe now rereivin: et 
th£ BsthunE Cer.ter for Teer.jce rt-ents? 



74. Here is the Its: question. Is there enxthinc toout vou thit 
1 hsver.'t esked thtt you think 1 should know? Ar.vtninc toout 
yojr farr.ily? 



23-2^/ 



^ o "nink you very Rjtn. "You've been very help^^S BEST COPY AVAIUBLE 
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Interviewer complete the follovsins efter the interview: 
How Interested was the respondent In the interview? 

1 - Very Interested 

2 • Son«hti8t Interested 

3 - Not Interested 

A --.Interest varied during intervie>s' 

During the interview-, did the respondent: 

Appear friendly? YES - 1 NO - 2 ^2£/ 

Sesrn Nervous? Y£S - 1 NO - 2 ^'^ 

Isr.rth of inte-visw (r.inutes) ■ 
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HOWARD UNIVERSnY 
MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

UNMARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY 

Bethune Center for Teenage Parents 

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 
(NON-FATHERS) 

CARD 1 

l.DJ 01-02/ 

Date 



"mO day 03-06/ 



Introduction: Hello. I'm (your name). I am working with a group who 

is studying adolescent fathers. We are working »/ith young fathers known 

to the Bethune Center for Teenage Parents. I would like to invUe you 
to help us by participating in this study. 

We'd like very much for you to help us by answering some questions 
about you and your family, about problems you face as a young father 
and the ways you handle them, and about your sexual knowledge, attitudes, 
and practices. You may at any time refuse to answer a question. It 
will take about half an hour or so to answer these questions. 

All the Information you give us will be kept confidential. Your 
name will not be used to report any of the results to persons you may 
come in contact with at the Bethune Center for Teenage Parents. 

If you're willing to help us with this study, I'd like you to sign 
this agreement to answer questions after you have read it. 

O (SHOW CONSENT FORM) 
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First of an, I would like to ask you a few general questions about you 
and your family. 

1. What is your date of birth? 07-12/ 

MO DAY YEAR 

2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? ^ 13-14/ 

NUMBER 

3. When you were growing up, did you live with both your father 

and mother? YES - 1 NO - 2 — 15/ 

3a. If no, with whom do you live?: 

1 - Mother 

2 - Father 

3 - Grandmother 

4 - Grandfather 

5 - Aunt 

6 - Uncle 

7 - Other 

8 - Non applicable 

4. When you were growing up, would you say that most of the time 

you were closer to your: 1 - Mother 2 - Father 3 - Neither u/ 

5. Which phrase below best characterizes most of your relations 
with your family when you were growing up? Would you say: 

1 - Very Happy 

2 - Happy 

3 - Somewhat Satisfactory 

4 - Somewhat Dissatisfactory 

5 - Unhappy 

6 - Very Unhappy 

6. What type of school are you going to now? 

1 - Junior High or Middle School 

2 - Senior High School 

3 - College 

4 - Business or Technical School 

5 - Other (What:^^ ) . 

6 - Not in school now — 

6a. How many years of school have you completed? 

(Highest grade completed) ^u-^i/ 
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6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going to 
school? Would you say. you 

1 - Dislike it very much 

2 - Di slike it somewhat 

3 - Li lie 1t somewhat 

4 - Like it very much 

5 - Don't care one way or the other — f'/ 

7. Are you currently employed? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 — 

8 On the average, how many days a week do you do things with 
your friends after school or work or in the evemngs? 

1 - None (Please go to 9) 

2 - One 

3 - Two 

4 - Three 

5 - Four 

6 - Five 

7 - Six 24/ 

8 - Seven — 

Now, I have a few questions about religion. 

9. What is your religious preference? Would you say: 

1 - Baptist 

2 - Methodist 

3 - Catholic 

4 - Pentecostal 

5 - Jehovah Witness 

6 - Episcopal I 

7 - Liitheran 

8 - Seventh Day Adventist 

9 - Islam ^ 5c 

10 - Other (Please specity) 

11 - None 

10. Arc you an active member of any church? _ 

YES - 1 NO - 2 — ' 

11. Do you listen to religious services over radio or television? 

Would you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 fS/ 
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12. Do you sometimes pray, either privately or with family? 
Would you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 
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13. Do you listen to religious music? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 ^30/ 



14. 



31/ 



Do ideas you have learned from religion sometimes help you 
understand your own life? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

Those' are all the questions I have about religion. Now I would 
like to ask you some questions about how you feel and how things 
have been going with you. 



15. How have you been feeling in general during the past month? 
Would you say: 

1 - In excellent spirits 

2 - In very good spirits 

3 - In good spirits mostly 

4-1 have been up and down in spirits a lot 

5 - In low spirits mostly 

6 - In very low spirits 

16. How happy, satisfied, or pleased have you been with ycur 
personal life during the past month? Would you say: 

1 - Extremely happy - could not have been 

more satisfied or pleased 

2 - Very happy most of the time 

3 - Generally satisfied - pleased 

4 - Sometimes fairly happy 

5 - Generally dissatisfied, unhappy 

6 - Very dissatisfied or unhappy most 

or all the time 



17. How did you feel when you were around people during the 
past month? Would you say: 

1 - Full of life - very interested 

2 - Enjoyed being with them 

3 - Generally interested with a fair amount 

of enjoyment 

4 - I did not enjoy being around people 

5 - I felt apart. Isolated, alone, even among 

friends , 

6 - I avoided people as much uS possible — 
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18. rnmp.rpH to the Dsst 1 2 months , what has your general state 
"of well-being or distress been like during the past month? 
Would you say: 

1 - A much higher state of well-beinq than usual 

2 - A somewhat higher state of well-being than 

usual . . I 

3 - About the same state of well-being as usual 

4 - About the same state of di?tress as usual 

5 - A somewhat greater state o-' distress than 

usual . , r,c I 

6. A much greater state of distress than usual. 35/ 

19. How did you feel about yourself as a person during the past 
nonth? Would you say: 

1 - I felt completely satisfied with myself 

2 - I felt all right or was contented about 

the kind of person I am 

3 - I had mixed feelings about myself 

4-1 felt very disappointed in myself several 
times 

5 - I disliked myself to the point that I 

wished I were different 

6 - I felt disappointed with or hated myself; 

felt worthless or unworthy — ^35/ 

20 My daily life was full of things that were interesting to me 
during the past month. Would you say: 

1 - None of the time 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Some of tbe time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - Most of .the time _ 

6 - All of the time ^' ' 

21. I felt cheerful, lighthearted, during the past month. Would 
yoi: say: 

1 - None of the time 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Some of the time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - Most of the time 52 , 

6 - All of the time — ^' 
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22. I felt loved and wanted during the past month. Would you say: 

1 - None of the tim 

2 - A little of the time 

3 - Some of the time 

4 - A good bit of the time 

5 - All of the time 39/ 



26. Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets 
ahead? YES - 1 NO - 2 



2. 



3. 



4. 



5. 
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23. Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? Would 
you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 

24. When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain 
that you can make them work? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 

25 Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 .42/ 



43/ 



27 Do you get a lot of fun out of life? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 44/ 

28. When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would 
* like to move away from home? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 45/ 



29. In your opinion, and from what you have seen yourself, what 
are some of the problems you have faced as an adolescent 
male? 

Problem list (probe for at least several problems): 

1. 



46-47/ 
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30. If you had a personal problem, who or where would you go to for 
advice or help? (If a person, have respondent specify hii re- 
lationship to that person.) 
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{If agency, probe respondent for type of agency. )_ 



31. Who would you gc to first with a problein? Would you say: 



32. When you ask someone for help with a personal problem, what 
types of problems do you discuss with them? 



Problem list: 
1. 



3. 



4. 



5. 



48/ 



1 - Family 

2 - Friends or 

3 - Outsiders (agencies) 7'/ 
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Now I would like to ask you some questions about your sexual 
knowldege, attitudes, and practices. 

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to 
you are to be answered "True" or "False." 

After I read each statement, tell me If you think the state- 
ment Is True or False. 

33. It's not right to use birth control. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 .^2/ 

34. It's O.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can 

have sex with her. 1:3/ 
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 | ggi^. • f ' • " • 
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35. If a guy sets a girl pregnant, its her fault, not his because 
* she should have protected herself. 

TRUc - 1 F.MSE - 2 



54/ 



35. If I got a girl pregnant, I would want her to have an abortion. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ?5/ 

37. Birth control is for girls only. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 — 55/ 

38. Getting a girl pregnant proves that you are a man. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 — §7/ 

39. Sex education is nothing but a waste of time. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 — i?/ 

40. A guy should use birth control whenever possible. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 — 59/ 



41. My friends and 1 talk about the sex that we have. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 

42. If I got a girl pregnant, I would not want her to have an 
abortion because it's wrong. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 



Those are all the questions I have that require a True or False 
answer. Now I'd like to ask you some general questions about your 
sexual behavior. 



60/ 



61/ 
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43 When you first learned about sex. what was your main source of 
Information? Would you say: 

1 - Friends 

2 - Books 

3 - Mother 

4 - Doctor (specialist) 

5 - Pamphlets 

6 ' Teacher 

7 - Father 

8 - Films 

9 - Other (please specify . 

44 Thinking back to the very first time you had sex with a girl. 

how old were you then? 

45. How did you feel after your first sexual intercourse with a 
girl? Would you say: 

1 - Satisfaction 

2 - Happiness or Pride 

3 - Guilt 

4 - Dissatisfaction 

5 - Confusion 

45. When you have sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives? 

YES - 1 NO - 2 



45.a. If yes, why?. 



46b. If no, why not?. 



(If 45b, skip to question 47) 

47. What forms of contraceptives have you used? 
List those given: 

1: 

2. — 

3. , 

4: 

5;: 
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Now I have some questions concerning your knowledge of sex. 

48. A douche (girl washing herself after sexual intercourse) is 
good method to prevent pregnancies. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 70/ 

49. A male's sperm li.'-s less than one day inside a woman. 

TRUE - 1 FALSL' - 2 71/ 

50. Rubbers help prevent unwanted pregnancies. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 _72/ 

51. A girl can most easily get pregnant just before her period 
begins. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 73/ 

52« Ruobers help prevent V.D. 

TRUE - \ FALSE - 2 74/ 

53. During sexual intercourse, if a male takes out his penis 
fcefore coming, his girl may get pregna>it anyway. 

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 75/ 

54. From this list of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDEirT 
RESPONSE CARD #1)- please tell me which three you feel 
are the most effecti^'e: 

1 - Birth Control Pills 

2 - Rhythm Method 

3 - Withdrawal 

4 - Diaphragm 
Z " Coil (lUD) 

6 - Foams 76/ 

7 - Condoms (rubbers) ^77/ 

8 - Sterilization ^78/ 



55. Do you see anything wrong in having a child out of wedlock.? 
Would you say: 

^ YES - 1 NO - 2 
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S6. Do you know if you were born out of wedlock? 



1 - Out of wedlock 

2 - Legitimate 

3 - In doubt 80/ 



57. Do you have any sisters who have had children before they CARD 2 
were married, or who became pregnant by a fellow other than 

their husband? Would you say: 

YES - 1 NO - 2 01/ 

58. Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you 
say: 

. YES - 1 NO - 2 02/' 

59. How do you think you would feel \f a girl you had sex with 
told you she was pregnant? 



60 If you had gotten a girl pregnant, do you think you would 
want to help support the baby? Would you say: 



037 
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YES - 1 NO - 2 

61. Do you think you would want to get a girl pregnant? Would 

you say: ^ 05/ 
YES - 1 NO - 2 

61a. If yes, why? 



06-07/ 
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61b. If no. why not? 



Od-09/ 



62. Do ycu feel that getting a girl pregnant proves that you are 
capable of making a baby? Would you say: 



YES - 1 



NO - 2 



10/ 



63, 



Here is the last question. Is there anything about you that 
I Jlven't asked that you think I should know? Anything about 
your family? 



Thank you very much. You've been very helpful. 
INTERVIEWER, PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEW. 
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Interviewer complete the following after the interview-. 

How interested was the respondent in the interview? 

1 - Very Interested 

2 - Somewhat Interested 

3 - Not Interested . , 
4.- Interest varied during interview 



During the interview, did the respondent; 

Appear Friendly? YES - 1 NO - 2 

Seem Nervous? YES - 1 NO - 

Length of interview (minutes) 



12/ 
113/ 

14-15/ 



/ 
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PUBLICATIONS 



-Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their Sources 
of Support," Adolescence . 15 (Winter, 1980), p. 861. 

-Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, P""*^^^ Vpro/ ^2?"' 

Adolescent Fathers." CJ.R. Reporter (Summer, 1980), p. 27. 

-Unwed- Adolescent Fathers: Are They at Risk JJ"^ 
and Neglectful Parents?," Leoal Response; Child Advocacy and 
Protection , 1 (December, 1980). p. 3. 

.'Black Unwed Adolescent Fathers." tirh.n Research Review. 7 (1980). 
p . 7 . 

•Minmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems and Support Systems," 
Proceed gs: Integrating Tertiary Care Into CommunU Service . 
^nnn^red bv University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Publ c 
HeaUr DeVartment of Health Services Administration Pubnc 
tlralth Sociarwork Program. Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 15261 
(1980). pp. 124-132. 

"Black Unwed Adolescent Fathers: A Comparative Study of Their 
Problems and Help-Seeking Behavior." Journa. of the .iational 
Medical Association . 73 (September. 1981). p. 853. 

"HeU-Seeking Behavior Among Select Populations of Black U')';a'''';ed 
jriLc:ft'Fathers: ImplicVions for Hum,n e-.ce Agencies, Jhe 
American Journal of Public Health . 71 (July. 1981). p. 

t^nu^'.pnt Health Care . 2 (1982). pp. 199-203. 

"A Limited f OP"^ » V°«%° Th^eTr^fiews "oVVau"e'rhoo5''.nd \he 
Press* 

-Some Suggestions For Reaching Unmarried Black Adolescent 
Fathers.- Child Welfare . In Press. 

-unmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems They f«^ce»jid The Ways 

ri^^ri^pL^s^&.^H^^^^^^^^^ 

O.C.. November. 1979. 

"Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They „'enUrHeaUh 

WZ^^tl d;";:! opm^t uV,rrVit;."w"hin,ton. 
ERIC "-C-. Oecember. 1979. 



•An Analysis of Two Select Populations of Black Unmarried 
Adolescent Fathers, • Mental Health Research and Development 
Center, Howard University, Washington, D.C., April, 1981. 



PRESENTATIONS 



•Teenage Fathers: Who Are They?" A paper presented at a two day 
seminar titled: Partners in Responsible Parenting. Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 1979. 

"Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their Sources 
of Social Support." A paper presented at the 37th an^^ual meeting 
of the American Association for Marriage ard Family Therapy, 
Washington, D.C. , 1979. 

"Unmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their 
Potential for Becoming Abusive and Neglectful Parents." A paper 
presented at the fourth national conference on the Black Male In 
America: Survival for the Future, Washington, D.C, 1979. 

"Help-Seeking Behavior Among A Select Sample of Black Unmarried 
Adolescent Fathers." A paper presented at the 78th annual 
conference of thu Virginia Council of Social Welfare, Richmond, 
Virginia, 1980. 

"Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems and Support Systems." A 
paper presented at the University of Pittsburgh proceedings titled 
Integrating Tertiary Care Into Community Health Services. 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1980. 

"Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice of Unwed Adolescent 
Fathers." A paper presented at the fifth international conference 
on Venereal Disease, Family Planning, and Human Sexuality, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 1980. 

"A Comparative Analysis of Help-Seeking Behavior Among Select 
Populations of Urban Black Unmarried Adolescent Fathers." A paper 
presented at the 108th annual mec^ting of the American Public 
Health Association, Detroit, Michigan, 1980. 

"Prevention of Teenage Pregnancy: Male Involvement As A 
Prevention Strategy.** A paper presented at a workshop titled 
Special Problems of Child Health in the Ghetto with Focus on the 
Adolescent and sponsored by Howard University College of Medicine, 
Department of Pediatrics and Child Health, Washington, D.C, 1 980. 



"Young Fathers - New Stuff." A workshop presented at the Second 
Western School Age Parenthood Conference. Portland, Oregon, 1981. 

"What About the Young Fathers?" A keynote address given at the 
conference on Young Fathers at the Hall-Mercer Center, 



O Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1981. 
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•How to Reich the Fithers." A workshop presented it the Cimden 
Adolescent Pregnincy Progrim Conference. Sponsored by Rutgers 
University Reglonil HeiUh Progrims. Ciwden, New Jersey. 19B1. 

•Teen Fithers: Hhtt Are Their Heeds?" A semlnir presented to 
plJISns cSnce;ned About Adolescent P/^V/^J^f 
Hirrlsburg Area YWCA. Hirrlsburg, Pennsylvinit. 1981. 

•The Young Fithers Prescr1pt1ons-.-A review of ^""r^,*!,!^"^!;^* 
on young fithers ind Intervention options for meeting their needs. 
A Workshop presented it the Seventh 

Conference--*School Age Parenthood: Rx for the 80 $. El Paso. 
Texas. 1981. 

-unwed Black Adolescent Fathers." * P«P«^ Pr«""^*^;i SS^JlJ 
Unllersltys Department of Education ind Recreation Health 
Education Seminar titled Parenting. Washington. O.C.. 1982. 

-Helping Teenage Fathers To Cope.- A seminar P;«*"^«J »J .^.^^J 
Black Male Conference, sponsored by the Institute of Afro-American 
Affairs of New York University. Hew York. New York. 1982. 

Center. Philidelphia, Pennsyl vinii. 1982. 

IV^VzV', l',VtlV^V,V".VulnUs Co.f.r..c.. Baltimore. 
Maryland. 1982. 
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